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HE name of bifhop Pearce is refpeftable in the republic 

of letters. His reputation as a critic and a divine is 
eftablifhed, by his accurate editions of fome of the claffics, his 
theological traé&ts, and his Commentary on ‘the four Evan- 
gelifts *. ~The learned world will therefore’ undoubtedly be 
anxious to fee this colle@ion of Sermons, which may be fup- 
pofed to contain an excellent defence of Chriftianity, or at , 
leaft a rational illuftration of fome of ‘its moft important 
doftrines, 

The-reader however is informed, that * none of thefe dif- 
courfes, except thofe on natural and revealed religion in 
the firft- volume, and thofe on popery in the fourth, appear 
to have been defigned for publication.’ On* this ‘account 
he muft ‘not expe& to find in every one of ‘them an ‘equal 
degree of accuracy and precifion. The abléft write:; when 
he is compofing a fermon for a popular audience, is apt 
to treat the fubje& in ‘a’ more flight and fuperficial manner, 
than he would‘do, were he at that time profefledly addreffing 
himfelf to the literati. But in thefe hafty compofitions a 
learned, fenfible, and experienced writer will fuggett many 
féntiments and obfervations, which are worthy of notice, and 
much too valuable to " fupprefied, 
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* See Crit. Rev. vol. xliii, p. 112. 
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2 Bifoop Pearce’s Sermons. 


In his firft difcourfe his lordfhip\endeavours to eftablifh the» 
fundamental article of all religion, the exiftence of a Deity: 
The arguments, which he produces in fupport of this point, 
are fuch as have indeed been repeatedly advanced ; but as they 
are in themfelves important, and very clearly ftated, our readers 
will not be difpleafed with the following extraé&.--- Having 
obferved, that there muft either have been from all eternity an 
infinite fucceflion of men, without any original caufe ;. or, that 
there has exifted fome other Being, which was the original 
caufe of the beginning of mankind; and having fhewn, that 
the firft is abfurd, he proceeds in this manner : 


‘ Firft we have the general confent of all the moft ancient 
writers in favour of this notion, that mankind began to exift at 
fome period of time. Many of the heathen philofophers, efpe- 
cially the earlieft, taught ‘* that God made the world out of 
water *,”” a doétrine which plainly attributes a beginning to 
mankind. And this opinion of theirs, that the world was 
framed out of water, feems to be taken from what Mofes fays, 
that the fpirit of God at the creation moved wpon the face of 
the waters; which St. Peter expreffes almoft in the words of the 
ancient philofophers, when he fays, that by the word of God 
the heavens and the earth (which is the Jewifh phrafe for the 
world) were of old ftanding out of the water’ (or rather made of 
the water} as the words more literally rendered fignify {.’ 


Here our author fuppofes, that the heathen philofophers 
took their notion of the beginning of the world from Mofes. 
But this, we apprehend, invalidates his argument ;. by placing 
this notion on the authority of a Jewifh writer, and not repre- 
fenting it as the effe& of univerfal confent. 

If it fhould be objected, that Mofes, as an infpired writer, 
was the on/y perfon, who could give any account of the creation, 
we anfwer: that this objection takes for granted what can- 
not be proyed. We do net know. how far our firft parents 


might be acquainted with fome particulars, relative to the 


eofmogony. Atleaft, which is all our argument requires, they 
might have certain grounds to believe, that the earth was 
newly created, or that they were the’firft inhabitants. {n this 
cafe fome vague traditionary accounts of the creation would 
naturally be tranfmitted from father to fon, in all civilized 
nations. His lordthip, therefore, like many other writers, pays 
a compliment to Moles, which is probably groundlefs, as well 


_ @§ injurious to his argument,---He proceeds : | 
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© We have a fecond ftrong argument to prove, that mankind 
has not exifted from all eternity, becaufe we have plain foot- 
fteps of the peopling the world by degrees within the compafs 
of a few thoufands of years paft. Men, well verfed in ancient 
hiftory, can trace the arrival of almoft every particular people 
into that part of the earth where it now inhabits: fome nations 
by degrees have moved farther weftward, others to the fouth, 
and others to the north, all fetting out from the eaftern coun- 
tries, where Mofes affures us, and we Chriitians believe, that 
mankind had its beginning in our firft parents. Whereas, if 
men had exifted from all eternity, the whole earth maft have 
been peopled millions of ages before the date which our hif- 
torical records bear; and, no.place, after fo longa feries of time, 
could have been left uninhabited within the compafs of the laf 
fix thoufand years. : 

‘ A third circumftance to prove this, is the progrefs of the fee 
veral arts and fciences among mankind ; which we can clearly 
trace backwards, and find the original of, at the diftance of 
no more years than are afligned in the fcriptures for the age of 
the world. 

‘ But, if mankind had no beginning, all thofe arts and 
{ciences muft have been invented and perfected long before any 
remembrance of the hiftories which we now have: unlefs we will 
be fo unreafonable as to fuppofe, that from eternity, till within 
the compafs of the laft fix thoufand years, the inhabitants of this 
earth were all ftupidly ignorant, and incapable of any invention 
and improvement in knowlege. 

¢ And to thefe proofs, I may add one more circumftance. no 
lefs convincing, viz. that there are extant neither hiltories, nor 
records, nor even traditions of any. actions of heroes, law- 
givers, or other celebrated men, before that time, which we 
ufually fix upon for the infancy of the world. And it would 
be very ftrange, that all memory fhould be loft, that no foot- 
fteps fhould remain of this fuppofed eternal race, if it were true 
that there never was a time when that race of men did not live 
and flourifh here on earth. . 

¢ Unbelievers may fuppofe, if they will, that all thefe four 
circumftanees have been brought about by fome univerfal deluge, 
which happened once or at feveral times within the ‘compafs of 
eternity, and fwept away the whole body of mankind, except 
a very few, and thofe of the moft ignorant fort: able indeed to 
recover the race of mankind, but untkilled to recover any of the 
arts or {ciences, and retain any knowlege of what was pait. But 
an univerfal deluge is one of the greateft miracles; fuch as could 
not happen without the power of fome fuperior Being to bring it 
on; and the fuppofition of this is in effeét giving up the point. 
Has not Mofes given us an account of one fuch deluge? and 
does not he introduce God himfelf asthe author of it? and did 
ever any writer attempt to folve the poffibility of it, without fup- 
pofing, that the common onmne mature (which we call er 

2 aws 











4 : Bifbop Pearce’s Sermons. 


laws of nature) was fome how changed, a thing to be accom- 
Plifhed only by a Being fuperiorto nature? fo that totalk of age. | 
neral deluge, is to allow the being of a God ; for the confequence 
muft be that, whether they will fee it or no. Befides, of one 
eae deluge we have an account in Mofes’s writings : and did 

at deluge deftroy the knowledge of all that preceded it, as the 
objection requires? no; for we are ftill acquainted with many 
things done before that time: many inventions then firft put in 
practice are remembered even now, and they are aferibed to the 
true original difcoverers of them. So that fhould the fuppo- 
fition of feveral fuch univerfal deluges be true, yet nothing would 
be gained thereby, to fhew, that there might have been an eter- 
nity of ages, in which mankind exifted, before the prefent ac- 
count which we have of things in the world,’ 


In this paflage the notion of an univerfal deluge, or fe- 
veral local deluges, abolifhing all the records and monuments 
of preceding ages, is very properly expofed. 

The author proceeds to fhew, that the Deity exercifes what 
divines cal] an actual providence in the world. Among other 
arguments in defence of this article, he infifts, that the powess 
of attraétion and.gravitation are proofs of God’s conftant and 
immediate agency. ‘This is a notion, we confefs, which is 
maintained by many eminent writers ; but as inconclufive, as 
it would be to affert, that the going of a clock is ening to the 
conftant and immediate agency of the maker. 

In the rhird difcourfe his lordfhip produces the moft obvious 
and fatisfaftory arguments, which reafon affords, in favour of 
a future flate. In the fourth, he points out the chief of thofe 
duties, to which we are direéted by the light of nature, or, in 
other words, the obligations of natural religion. In the ffib 
he confiders the aecefary and unavoidable imperfe€tions of that 
religion, which reafon alone teaches us ; and fecondly its acci- 
dental ones, - 

Its neceflary defetts he reduces to thefe three heads: that — 
men, under the dire€tion of reafon only, wanted authority to 
commence inftructors ; that this religton did not, and could 
not poflibly, difcover to men, that God would affift them to- 
wards the difcharge of their duty with his grace and divine 
help ; and laftly, that it did not, amd could not find out for 
men a ny method of reconciling God tothem, whenever they had: 
offended him by their tranfgreffions. 

On the laft of thefe topics he argues in this manner: ¢ re- 
pentance is but after-wifdom, it alters nothing of paft faults, 
it is not the undoing of. what has been done amifs; and 
friG& juftice, fuch as naturally belongs to God, knows no 
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other rule, than that of rendering to every man according to 
his works,’ 

This is furely an injurious reprefentation of God, and the 
moral conftitution of the univerfe, Repentance, it is true, 
* cannot undo what has been done amifs ;’ but it may render 
the finner an objet of mercy ; and it cannot be fuppofed, that 
God is inexorable ; or, that he created a world. of frail and 
peccable beings, with a determination to exclude repentance, 
and punifh them with everlafting deftrution for one tranf- 
grefiion. This would leave no room for the exercife of his 
patience, forbearance, and mercy; it would annihilate his 
moft amiable and endearing attributes; and contradi& all 
our ideas of his goodnefs and benignity, which we derive 
from the contemplation of his works. 

The author intimates, that Chriftianity alone difcovered the 
means of reconciling God to mankind. But the fcripture places 
the matter in a very different light; informing us, that God’ 
was in Chrift reconciling the world unto himfelf *; or, that He 
was uniformly gracious, and man only eftranged and alienated 
from virtue, and his Creator.—It is ufually faid, that our Sa- 
viour gave repentance its efficacy. But no fuch doétrine is 
any where taught in fcripture. The uniform language of di- 
vine revelation is this : ‘ When the wicked man turneth away 
from his wickednefs, and doth that which is lawful and right, 
he fhall fave his foul alive.’ And the dictates of reafon are 
perfeaily agreeable to this reprefentation. We therefore can- 
not but conclude, that his lordfhip exaggerates the imperfedtions 
of natural religion. 

From natural religion his lordfhip proceeds to confider the 
excellence, and the evidences of Chriftianity. 

In recounting thefe evidences he fhews, that the books of 
the New Teftament were written by thofe perfons, whofe names 
they bear ; that their account is a faithful one; and that their 
Writings are come down to us, not only uncorrupted, but fo far 
unaltered, as to be the very fame, in the main, with what came 
out of the hands of the facred writers. . 

It is afked by way of objection, that if the Chriftian reve- 
lation came from God, why did it come fo late? why was it 
not given to all nations? How happens it, that Chriftians dif- 
fer fo widely about the meaning of the facred books ? and how 
comes it, that is has not had all its proper effe& in reform. 


sng the world ? 





® See 2 Cor. v. 18, 19, 20 Rom.v, 10 Col, i, 20, 21, 
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. Tothe firft the author replies, that the Chriftian revelation 
is not come too late to the objector; that it is a free gift, and 
no age had aright toit; that Chrift came at a time, when 
God thought it moft proper; that the ages before Chrift ap- 
peared may have received great advantages from his death ; 
and that though Chriftianity has not exifted eighteen hundred 
years, we do not know to what length of time it may ftill 
fubfitt. 

To the fecond queftion he anfwers, that nations, which ne- 
ver heard of Chrift may probably reap fome benefit from his 
death and interceflion; that we may as well afk, why is not 
the fruitfulnefs of the earth univerfal, as, why is Chriftianity 
not wniverfal ; that 'o force it upon men is not fuitable to the 
nature of free agents; and that we have reafon to think, it 
will be finally extended to all nations, 

To the third queftion he replies, that all C riftians are 
agreed as to the great branches of Chriftianity ; that, in other 
points, in which there is not this unanimity; the meaning ot 
the facred writers might have once been clear and intelligible, 
and are only rendered obfcure by the change of languages and 
cuftoms, or perverted by rhe prejudices of men; and that Sr, 
Peter, when he tells his converts, that St. Paul had fpoken to 
thein in his Epiftles of thefe matters, in which there are fome 
things * hard to be underftood,’ only meant fuch things, as he 
had juft before been mentioning, viz. ‘ the day of the Lord, 
and the coming of the day of God’, to take vengeance upon the 
Jews, as it happened in the deftrudtion of their temple and 
city; and that they were hard to be underftood in no other 
fenfe, than asthe Jews could not bring themfélves to believe, 
that heaven would take fo great a vengeance upon their na- 
tion.—We may add, as a circumftance, which feems to cor- 
roborate this interpretation, that in the original the article is 
in the neuter gender, ¢y oss, and cannot agree with emrssoA aise 

To the laft queftion the author anfwers ; that men by their 
| free agency are left to a@& vicioufly or virtuoufly as they pleafe ; 
thai we live amony Chriftians, and fee their faults; but we 
do not know the vices. of former ages; thar the prefent times 
in Chriftian countries: may be much better than former times 
in heathen countries ; that Chriftianity had once an effectual 
influence on. the morals of its proteflors; that it is ftill ca- 
pable of producing this effe& ; and where it does not produce 
it, other caufes, fuch as wealth, luxury, pleafures, &c. occafion 
jts obftrugtion. 
In the ninth fermon the author enquires how fin came into 

the world; and !\¢ anfwers in general, that it camé, as virtue did, 

by exercife of man’s freedom Of Will. However, headds: * We 


may 
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may fay, that fin is born with all who are born into the world ; 
or, that there is a bias, an inclination, a pronene{s to fin, 
derived to us with otr birth, through the many generations, 
which have paffed from our firft parents. To fuppofe this 
conveyed in fuch a manner, is no difficult thing, when we ob- 
ferve, that tempers of mind are often conveyed from parents 
to their children. Pride in fome families fees to be heredi- . 
tary, like their eftates, and fometimes more lafting than even 
thefe are: while fweetnefs of manners, and gentlenefs of dif- 
polition, pafs in other families from father to fon, with as 
much cornftancy, as the features and lineaments of the face, 
A clofe and referved temper is thus frequently communicated ; 
and fo is an open and ingenuous one: and this obfervation of 
the tempers of parents, delivered down to their offspring, is 
moft commonly found to be true, when the fame good or evil 
turn of nature happens to meet alike in both the authors of 
their birth.’ | 

That a propenfity to fin is propagated from father to fon, 
in any one inftance, is a pofition, which may be difputed. 
Pride, anger, perverfenefs, &c. may appear in the infant; 
they may 


* Grew with his growth, and ftrengthen with his ftrength,’ 


But it does not from hence follow, that they are derived from 
his parents. Indulgence, habit, and imitation, will account 
for all the obliquities of the human mind. On the other hand, 
it is certain, that there are as early indications of virtue in 
children, as there are of vice. Modefty, and’a thame attend. 
ing the commiftion of a fault, are perhaps univerfal, upon the 
firft dawn of reafon. And the horror of a wicked adion ¢can- 
not be fupprefled, but by repeated tranfgreffions. As we ad- 
vance into life, we conftantly approve every aétion, that is 
generous and benevolent; and difapprove every thing, that is 
cruel or flagitious, Thefe then, are not the fymptoms of any 
innate depravity, or tendency to vice; but rather the con- 
trary. . 

In feveral other difcourfes in this volume, his lordth'p points 
out the advantages of Chriftianity above thofe of natural re- 
ligion, or the law of Mofes; he anfwers fome of the prin- 
cipal objeGtions, which have been made to the gofpel of Chrift, 
confidered as grace and truth ; he fhews in what refpe& Chrif- 
tianity may be ftyled the fulfilling of the moral Jaw; he 
proves, that the chief end and aim of the Chriftian religion is 
to procure finners that pardon, which natural religion could 
vot provide; he enquires what Chriltianity is, and what it has 
done for the fupport and improvement of natural religion ; 

B4 he 
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he anfwer's the obje&ions of thofe who affert, that there are 


myfteries in the. Chriitian religion; that Jefus Chrift.was not - 


the Meffiah, whom the prophets taught the Jews to expect ; 
that the miracles afcribed to our Saviour were not performed 
by him ; and that Chriitianity is not founded upon argument, 
but upon faith only, 


‘ The fallacy, as his lordfhip very properly obferves, which 
Jed to the making this objeétion, lies in this; that faith ina 
Chriftian is fuppofed to be fomething different from reafon and 
proof; and that, wher men are called upon in the New Tefta- 
ment to delieve, it is not expected or implied, that they fhould 
have any ground and motive for their belief. In this fenfe faith 
is the only credulity. But this is not what we Chriltians are 
called upon to have: the fait which is required of us, is an af- 
fent given to the truth of a doctrine or fact upon fufficient evi- 
dence offered on its behalf. Let no man fay, shis is faith, and 
that is reafon; as if they were not akin, or rather were mere 
flrangers to one another¢ for though there may be rea/on, where 
there is no room for faith, yet there cannot be any faith, fuch 
as the gofpel recommends, without having rea/ez for its ground« 
work and foundation.’ 


©. 


. The next difcourfe is an illuftration of thefe words, John viis 
17. © lf any man will do his will, he fliall know of the doc- 
trine whether it be of God.’.. Our Saviour’s meaning, he fays, 
is this: ‘whenever a inan fits down to examine the truth, 
without having any prejudice againft his living up to the 
precepts of it, if, the doétrine, which Chriit taught fhould be 
propofed to him, juft fuch as it was taught, that man would be 
able to form a true judgment concerning the origin of it, whe- 
ther it came from God, or was only of human invention.’ 

The defign of. the eighteenth fermon is to prove, that 
Chriftianity is not a matter of an indifferent nature ; and that 
therefore it is every man’s duty to make a ferious enquiry into 
the truth of it. , 

Thefe are the fubje&s explained and illuftrated in the firk 
volume, The reader will obferve, that his lordthip has purfued 
no regular plan. His difcourfes appear to have been written 
on different occafions ; and feveral of them contain the fame 
arguments and obfervations, But thefe repetitions, as the 
editor obferves, may have their ufe, by placing the fubjed& in 
different points of view, and thus rendering it the more forcibly 
conl[picuouse 

[ To be continued, ] 
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A Revifal of the Englith Tranflation of the Old Teftament recom- 
mended. A Sermon. preached before the Univerfity of Oxford, ox 
_ November 15, 1778. To which is added fome Account of ar 
ancient Syriac Tranflation of great Part of Origen’s Hexaplar 
Edition of the UXX. sately difcovered in the Ambrofian Library 
at Milan. By the Rev. Jofeph White, M. 4. Laudian Pro 
fefor of Arabic, Se. 4t0. 1s. Rivington. 


i is always with pleafure that we obferve any attempt to 

wards the advancement of general knowlege; but efpe~ 
cially whatever has a tendency to place in the moft dignified 
light the great fountain of our religion, the Bible. To cor- 
rei, where neceflary, the language, to fupply defe&ts, and to 
remove miftakes,. which: ftill, with all its excellence, are to 
be found in our prefent tranflation of the facred writings, ‘is 
an object in which the Chriftian world is much interefted ; as 
tending to deftroy the grand foundations on which free-prin= 
cipled men have built their cavils againft the truth and 
purity of our religion... On this fubje& profeffor. White 
has, in the fhort compafs of a fermon, thrown together, in a 
ftyle judicioufly adapted to the occafion, many important and 
animated obfervations, which claim the attention’ of the public 
at large; but, in a more efpecial manner, of the dignified 
members of our national church. | 

The author dedicates his Sermon to the bifhop of Bangor, 
and takes his text from the eighth chapter of Nehemiah, v. 7, 8, 
¢ And the Levites caufed the people to underftand the law: 
and the people ftvod in their place. So they read in the book, 
in the law of God diftin&ly, and gave the fenfe, and caufed 
them to underftand the reading.’ 

He fets out with mentioning the explanation of fcrip- 
ture as one of the grand duties of the clerical inftitution, and 
with confidering the ftudy of the facred text among the qua- 
lifications requifite for the purpofe. He then draws a parallel] 
between the Greek and Hebrew language, as differently pa- 
tronized in our church. 


‘ With refpe& to that language, he obferves, in which it 
pleafed God to deliver his laft and fulleft offers of mercy to man- 
kind, there is no reafon to deny, that this duty is generally and 
competently performed. The knowlege of the Greek tongue 
is cultivated by no part of the Chriftian church with more dili- 
gence, than by that pure and reformed part of it to which we 
belong: the ftudy of the language is enforced in the common 
practice of clerical education ; and fome acquaintance with it is 
always required by ufage, founded upon propriety, to be thewn 
by the candidates for the miniiterial office, He. who is unable 
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to give the common evidences of this acquaintance with that lan- 
uage, is juftly thought to incur no unreafonable hardhhip, if 
Fis retenfions are rejected, and he is forbid to explain autho- 
ritatively, thofe fcriptures, which it is prefumed he cannot per- 
feétly underftand. : 
© The other language, in which the firft tidings of divine love 
were delivered to saakind, hath been patronized in an inferior 
ree. The ftudent, whio poffeffes the knowlege of it, is com- 
mended for his diligence; but he who wants it, is not cenfured 
for his incapacity. It is in all cafes voluntary—is not required 
by any injunction of authority—is not impofed by any neceffity 
of conforming to general practice ; and therefore, as happens 
in other inftances where neither power nor public opinion in- 
terfere, it is generally difregarded, and often omitted in the 
compofition of a clerical charaGer, where every other ingredient 
perhaps is eminently poffeffed.’ 


Having made fome cogent and ftriking remarks concerning 
the connedtion and mutual relation between the Old and New 
Teftament, our author goes on to {peak of the origin and pro- 
grefs of Hebrew learning in Europe. 


« During the long reign of ignorance in the weftern worlds 
the only knowlege of that tongue that fabfifted in Europe, was 
pofieffed by a defpifed people, to whofe anceftors it had been 
vernacular, In truth, it had no reafon to complain of parti- 
cular negle&t; it underwent the common fate of literature ; or 

erhaps indeed had particular advantages in being preferved 
and cultivated for peculiar reafons by a peculiar people, at a 
time when, amongft Chriftians in general, religion had been 
feparated from learning; and, according to well-authenticated 
accounts, the knowlege of the Greek rendered a man fulpected, 
and that of the Hebrew amounted to herefy.’ 

Having fpoken of Wickliffe’s verfion, and the Jewith Bibles, 
the profeflor paffes on to take notice of the diflenters from the 
Englifh church. 

« A knowlege of the Hebrew language began however to be 
more generally diffufed; a knowlege that was at leaft fufficient 
to fupply objeétions, and to afford plaufible topics of difcontent. 
It did not aim at any emendation of the text, either by the col- 
jation of manufcripts, or by a happy and temperate application 
of conjectural criticifm ; it was better employed, at leait for the 
intereft of a party, in depreciating former labours recommended 
by authority ; in fanctifying novelties of opinion, and in adorn- 
ing a zeal, which, if it has not always been without fome 
knowlege, has been often without humility, and without dif- 
cretion.’ : 

After making curfory mention of the verfions of Douay and 
Geneva, this elegant preacher comes to confider our tranflation 
in its prefent form, : : 

©) 6 In 
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.© In a fucceeding reign the national verfion @nderwent a new 
revifal, or rather a new verfion was formed, with the view of 
filencing all juft oppofition; and it would be an unjuft oppo- 
fition that prefumed to deny, that it was extremely well calcu- 
lated for that purpofe. It was compofed by men of great piety 
and learning, and what was not lefs neceflary, of great temper 
and judgment. It was performed with great deliberation and 
circumfpection, Verfions of various languages, both ancient 
and modern, were compared ; all methods at that time praéti- 
cable were taken, to obtain the moft uncorrupt text. Interpre- 
tations in matters of doubt were cautioufly and accurarely form~ 
ed, and not without appeals to the concarrent opinion of the 


whole number: hothing of fingular fancy was admitted ; no in 
dulgence fhewa to favourite conceits,’ 


The author continues his character of our tranflation in the 
following ftrong and lively terms : . 


* It contained nothing, but what was pure in its reprefentation 
of fcriptural doctrine; nothing but what was animated in its 
expreflions of devout affection: general fidelity to its original is 
hardly more its characteriftic than fublimity in itfelf. The Eng- 
lith language acquired new dignity by it; and has hatdly ac- 
quired additional purity fince: it is ftill confidered as a ftane 
dard of our tongue. If a new verfion fhould ever be attempted, 
the fame turn of expreffion will doubtlefs be employed ; for it is 
a ftyle confecrated not more by cuftom than by its own native 
propriety. Upon the whole, the national churches of Europe 
will have abundant reafon to be fatisfied, when their verfions of 
{cripture fhall approach in point of accuracy, purity, and fub- 


limity, to the acknowleged excellence of our Englihh tranf. 
lation.’ 


This excellence, it is obferved, brought difrepute on the 


former verfions, and was even fuppofed to fuperfede the ne- 
ceffity of confulting the original. 


¢ The Hebrew language was negligently cultivated, and did 
not, as might have been expected in the natural progrefs of im- 
provement, infinuate itfelf into the ftated courfe of theological 
ftudies, It was cultivated with more ardour by the puritans, a 
fet of men not much qualified at that time to recommend an 
{pecies of knowlege, either by their manner of treating it, or by 
the purpofes to which they ufually applied it. In fact, though 
there appeared amongft them fome men eminent in the know- 
lege of Hebrew, and fome ufeful works were produced, yet 
that fpirit of judaical atrachment which thewed itfelf in fome of 
that party to the law of Mofes, and that worfe fpirit of turbu- 
lence, which ended in the deftruction of the monarchy and the 
church, threw a difcredit upon their favourite fpecies of litera- 
ture, and made it obnoxious to the prejadices and the raillery of 

en Of founder principles and purer intentions,’ 


Jn 
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12 Revifal of the Tranflation of the Old Tefiament recommended, 
In the performance of our tranflation the Maforetic text was 


~ followed, “editions were compared, but manufcripts were not’ 
collated. The learned profeffor takes a'view of the advan-- 


tages which have accrued to facred literature fince the period 
when our prefent verfion was compofed, and which were un- 


known to our tranflators. An abundant collation of manu-- 


fcripts has been made. The Arabic language, with the other 
oriental tongues, was brought into Europe by Erpenius of 
Leyden, his difciple Golius, and our countryman Pococke, 
The Perfian, and-fome other dialeéts of the Eaft, have been 
more, lately introduced. Thefe languages, and the valuable 
produtions with which they make us acquainted, have re- 


flected new light on the writings of the Old Teftament. Our’ 


author enumerates alfo among the fuperior advantages which 
the prefent times enjoy, the ancient -verfions-that have been 
publithed, the knowlege of oriental cuftoms and manners ac- 
quired by travels in the Eaft, and the contributed labours of 


critics and commentators: he then proceeds in the following . 


words ; 


¢ This audience will remember with pleafure, that much ori- 
ental criticifm has’ been frequently and judicioufly applied be- 
fore it, to the elucidation of the“ancient {criptures. Every cha- 
racteriftic of the Hebrew poetry in particular, has been explained 
in a* learned work, produced in this place, which the theolo- 
gical ftudent will always confider as one of the moft important 
acceflions to facred literature. Other countries have fent other 
hufbandmen into the fame field—and as the labourers have not 
been few, the harveft has been ample. Hardly any part of {crip- 
ture has wanted its critic, its commentator, and its paraphraft. 
That part which has hitherto been efteemed the moft remote 
in its ftyle, its images, and its allufions, has juft appeared in 
a new verfion, of which it is fufficient at prefent to obferve, 
that it was but natural to expect, that he fhould be beft able to 
illuftrate the facred prophets, who'had, with fuch peculiar fuc- 
cefs, already illuftrated the kindred character of the facred 


poets.” 

Having thus exhibited to view the advantages which have 
accrued to biblical learning fince the times of our tranflators, 
we fhall prefent our readers with our author’s fentiments on 
the purpofes, to which thofe advantages ought to be ap- 

¢ That fo many manufcripts fhould have been collated, and 
fo many criticifms produced ; fo many ancient verfions reco- 
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vered, and fo much of oriental manners expofed, is undoubtedly 
beneficial ; but it is beneficial only as matter of preparation. 
The materials are collected; they have been well colleé&ed, 
wifely and laborioufly : but in vain have they been fo cplleéted, 
if they are not applied to their proper end, the final correction 
of the text, and of a tranflation compofed when thefe materials 
were wanting. 7 

¢ To our ancient tranflation proper acknowledgements have 
been made; and it cannot be impreffed too often, that in its 
prefent form it is extremely well calculated to anfwer every pur- 
pofe of general piety, both for the learned and unlearned Chrif- 
tian. What is wanting, is wanting not for the neceffity of edi- 
fication, but for the improvement of facred literature. When 
that which is wanting is executed, it need not innovate the ge- 
neral practice of the members of the church; to them ever 
thing effential will appear as it did before ; but fcholars will re- 
joice to fee new accuracy in matters not abfolutely effential, that 
are connected with religion ; they will rejoice to fee the various 
emendations and illuttrations that have been generally approved, 
embodied in a new tranflation, Light will be thrown on many 
paffages, and dignity reftored to others; in fine, they will have 
reafon to be grateful, if, by the labours of any of God’s fervants, 
as much is execited for the other facred poets and prophets, as 
has been performed for the prophet Ifaiah in the verfion re~ 
ferred to. 

‘ If it be defirable that this labour of Chriftian erudition 
‘fhould be performed, it will not be eafy to point out any on 
‘whom the obligation of performing lies more forcibly, than upon 
the divines of this feat of learning in particular, A work of 
fuch importance will be undertaken with the greateft propriety, 
‘where it can be undertaken with the greateft fafety, by knowlege 
acting under the guidance of a reverential caution. And this 
quality of caution is no where more likely to be found, than 
“in a feminary which has been always fteady in its attachment 
to primitive truth, and has feen, without any dimination of its 
conftancy, fucceflive novelties of opinion fpring up and die away | 
in the church of Chrift: fome weeded out by the vigilance of its 
members; and others, of feebler texture, that withered before 
they were plucked up.’ | 


Mr, White takes leave of his learned audience with afferting, 
that their public library is fuperior in biblical treafures to any li- 
brary in Europe ; and with exhorting them to apply their talents 
to fupport the interefts of religion. He does not, however, im- 
mediately take leave of his readers, but gratifies them with an ac- 
count of the Milan manufcript, mentioned in the title-page, com- 
municated to him in a Latin letter from profeffor Bjornftahl, This 
_gsanufcript is found to contain a great part of Origen’s Hexaplar 
sedition of the LXX. in a faithful Syriac tran@lation: it is _re- 
fe pofited 
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pofited in the Ambrofian library ; and is there open (fays our 
author) to the infpection of the curious, and might be em+ 
ployed for the fervice of the public.” It appears, that moft 
of the fucred books in this Syriac verfion are introduced with 
prefaces, explaining the fubje€ts of the chapters and other ar- 
ticles; and*that each is followed by an appendix, defcribing 
the hiftory of its author, the contents of .the book, and the 
date of the verfion. In a copious preface to the book of Pfalms, 
the hiftory of its authors the pfalmifts, ancient mufic with its 
inftruments, and the fubjeéts of the pfalms, are defcribed by 
Eufebius and Pamphilus; the Hebrew proper names are then 
explained alphabetically in Syriac ; and the preface is clofed by 
a long hiftory of Origen, ‘This curious manufcript was pur- 
chafed in Egypt; and had been the property of the monaftery 
of St. Mary, a Chaldean college. Profeffor Bjornftahl con- 
jeftures that it was compofed by Thomas Heracleenfis, bifhop 
of Mabug or Hierapolis in Syria; whofe edition of the Syriac 
Philoxenian verficn of the Gofpels, with a Latin tranflation and 
notes by Mr. White, is juft publifhed, and of which we fhail 
give an account in our next Review. 

The prefent period feems to be a crifis in the annals of fa- 
cred literature. If fomething, of a fimilar nature with what 
our author recommends in his learned and ingenious performs 
ance, be not now accomplifhed, much labour has been loft, 
much learning and induftry difplayed in vain. Proper ma- 
terials have been prepared, and a learned prelate * has exhi- 
bited a model in the tranflation of the prophet Ifaiah, of which 
we have given fome account +. Should a revifal of our na- 
tional verfion be now executed under the aufpices of autho- 
rity, men of the greateft abilities are not wanting in both our 
univerfities to undertake fo important a charge. We cannot 
help expreffing. a with that, fhould fo defirable an event ever 
take place, our author, who has difcovered fo much of eru- 
dition, elegance, and moderate principles in its recommenda- 
tion, may have farther occafion to difplay them, and bear a 
part in the revifal he propofes. 


aa 





mf 


* Dr. Lowth, bifhop of London. 


+ See Crit. Rev, vol. xivi. p. 32%, 418, and p. 35 of this vd« 
lume. 
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4 Treatife concerning Heaven and Hell, containing a Relation of 
many Wonderful Things therein, as beard and feen by the Author, 
the Hon. Emanuel Swedenborg, of the Senatorial Order of No- 
bles inthe Kingdom of Sweden. Now firf? Tranflated from the 
Original Latin. Ato. 105. 6d. boards. Leacroft. 


ME: Swedenborg was the author of feveral other theological 
works: viz. Arcana Ceeleftia, Doétrina Nove Hiero- 
folymz, Sapientia Angelica, De Amore Conjugiali, Apoca« 
lypfis Revelata, Vera Chriftiana Religio, é&c. 

On a former occafion * we have given our readers fome par- 
ticulars of his life, from a letter written by himfelf, ‘and dated, 
London, 1769; it will therefore be unneceffary to fay any 
thing here upon that fubject. 

To this work the tranflator has prefixed a long preface, on 
the credibility of an extraordinary communication with the 
world of fpirits, in order to facilitate the reader’s belief of 
what Mr. Swedenborg has afferted of his long and intimate 
acquaintance with ‘the angels. For this writer informs us, 
¢ that he has been allowed to affociate and converfe with 
them, as man does with man, for thirteen years together.’ 
And that he might, if poffible, remove the doubts of the fcep- 
tic, * he folemnly attefted the truth of all that he had publithed 
concerning thefe communications, in the prefence of a learned 
phyfician, and another very credible witnefs, a fhort time be-« 
fore his death, which happened at London, in 1772.’ 

In every part of this work there are repeated atteftations to 
this effe& : 

‘ From all my experience, which is now of many years, I 
can truly affirm, that the angels, in refpeét to their form, are 
perfe& men, having like faces, eyes, ears, breafts, arms, hands, 
feet, &c. that they hear, fee, and converfe with one another 5 
and, in a word, that nothing human is wanting tothem, but 
thefe material bodies of fiefh that we are invefted with: I have 
beheld them in their own light, which far exceeds our greateft 
meridian luftre, and have therein difcerned all the features and 
variations of their faces more diftin@ly than thofe of my fellow= 
inhabitants of this earth.’ 

In the courfe of thefe lucubrations the author acquaints us 
with all the wonders he had feen and heard in heaven and 
hell ; and defcribes the perfons, the manfions, and employ- 
ments of their refpe@ive inhabitants. 


aa 





* See Crit, Rey. vol, xxx. p. 79 
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‘ It is, he fays, to be obferved, that the human form of 
¢very man after death is beautiful in proportion to the love he 
had for divine truths, and a life according to the fame; for by 
this ftandard things within receive their outward manifeftation 
and form, fo that the deeper grounded the affection for what 
is good, the more conformable it is to the divine order in hea- 
ven, and: confequently the more beauty the face derives from 
its influx. Hence it is, that the angels of the third or -in- 
motft heaven, whofe love is of the third or higheft degree, are 
the moft beautiful of all the angels ; whereas they whofe love 
for divine things had been in a lower degree, or more external 
than that of the ceeleftial or higheft angels, poffefs an inferior 
degree of beauty; and the tranflucent luftre in their faces, as 
proceeding from a Icfler degree of divine virtue within them, 
is comparatively dim: for as all perfeftion rifes in degrees from 
the inward to the inmoft, fo the external beauty, to which it 
gives life and vigour, has its degrees in the fame proportion, 
I have feen the faces of fome angels belonging to the third 
heaven, of fuch exquifite luftre and beauty, as no painter on 
earth could defcribe, even to the thoufandth part; though a 
confummate artift might be able to give us fome near refem- 
blance of the faces of the loweft angels, or fuch as belong to 
the firft heaven.’ : : 

On the other-hand, the fpirits of hell are deformed and 
hideous : | 

¢ All fpirits in the ‘hells, when feen in the light of heaven, 
‘appear in the feveral forms of their particular evils refpec- 
tively, as fo: many types or portraits thereof; for in every one 
the interiour manifefts itfelf in the exteriour, and exhibits the 
fignatures of his particular diftin@ion, fo as to be vifibly known 
to be what he is, by his face, by his fpiritual body, his fpeech, 
and geftures. ‘Thefe forms in general, are fuch as exprefs 
contempt of others, and threatening of thofe that refufe them 
homage ; forms of hatred and revenge of various kinds ; forms 
of tage and cruelty, &c. But when fuch fpirits receive adu- 
ation, homage, or worfhip from others, their features foften 
mto a fhew of felf-complacency and fecret fatisfaction, It is 
no eafy matter to defcribe thefe forms under their various ap- 
pearances, as no two. are exafily alike; only it muft be ob- 
ferved, that among all that are in.the fame fpecies of evil in 
any fociety, there is one common ground of fimilitude, or, 
as it may be called, of family likenefs, however it may be 
diverfified in the individuals. In general, their faces are hi- 
deous and ghaftly, like thofe of carcaffes, fome black, fome 
refembling firebrands, and fome deformed and ugly with warts, 
car 
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carbuncles,-and running fores; many appear as having no face, 
but in the room of it fomething of a vifage of hair or bone; 
and fome only a kind of fnout with prominent ceeth ; their, 
bodies alfo are monftrous ; and their fpeech founds as from an- 
ger, hatred, or revenge ; for, as every one {peaks from his 
own falfe, fo he founds his voice from his own evil; in a 
word, they are all fo many images of their particular and pro- 
per hell,’ 

“The habitations of the fpirits in hell are likewife horrible 
and doleful. 

¢ I was allowed to look into the hells, and take a view of 

their infide ; for the power of fuch infpestion. is, by-divine 
permiffion, granted at times to the angels. and (pirits aboye . 
them, even when they are. not open: fuch an infide view of 
them I.had. Some of the hells appeared like caverns in’ rocks, 
firft proceeding far horizontally, and then defcending either 
perpendicularly, or by windings, to a great depth. Some re- 
fembled the dens of wild beatts in the woods; others the fub- 
terraneous works in mines, with different chambers and defcents | 


to ftill lower floors. Moft of them are of thr-e degrees of de- 


fcent, the uppermoft dark, as correfponding .to the falfes of 
evil; the loweft of a fiery appearance, as correfponding to the 
evils themfelves. In the loweft hells are thofe who aéted im- 
mediately from the root or principle of evil; but in fuch as 
are lefs deep, thofe who aéted from evil errors, or thé falfes of 
evil. In fome hells appear, as it. were, ruins of houfes.and . 
towns after fome dreadful conflagration, in which the infernal 
fpirits fkulk ; and in the milder hells are feen a kind of ‘rude 
cottages, and in fome places contiguous in the form of a city 
or large town, with ftreets and lanes, inhabited by infernal 
fpirits that live together in ftrife, hatred, quarrellings, ‘and 
fightings even to blood, whilft in the ftreets and public ways 
are committed thefts and robberies ;- and in fome of the hells 
are places like public ftews fhocking to behold, as full of un- 
cleannefs and filth of all kinds. There are alfo gloomy woods, 
in which the infernal fpirits wander about like wild beafts, 
and alfo fubterraneous caves, into which fuch as are purfued 
by others fly for refuge. Moreover, there are barren and 
fandy defarts, ragged rocks with caverns, and fcattered cot- 
tages; and to thefe defert places are configned fuch in particu 
lar as had paffed through fevere fufferimgs in the other hells, 
and had been foremoft amoug thofe who deceive others by crafty 
devices and wicked ftratagems. This is the laft ftate of their 


appointment.’ 

On the contrary, the habitations of the angels are exqui- 
fitely delightful. : 

Vou. XLVII. Fan. 1779. Cc * As 











1g ‘  "Marfhall’s Miautes of Agriculture. 

¢ Ass often ds T converfed-with the angels face to face, it was 
in their Habitations, which are like to our houfes on earth, 
but far more beautiful and magnificent, having rooms, chain- 
bers, and apartments in great variety, as alfo fpacious courts 
belonging to them ,together with gardens, parterres of flowers, 
fields, &c. Where the angels are formed into focieties, they 
dwell in contiguous habitations, difpofed after the manner of 
our cities in ftreets, walks, and (quares : >. I have had the pri- 
vilege to walk through them, toexamine all round about me, 
and to enter their houfes ;, and this. when I was fully awake, 
having my inward eyes opened.’ 

If this Tréatife had been written as a theological romance, 
aiid prefented to the public under that charater, it would 
have appeared to more advantage : the reader would have made 
a‘ptoper allowance for the flights and extravagance of the au- 
thior’s imagination; and might have been plealed with fome of 
his deferiptions. But when it is impofed upon him under the 
idea of a ferious relation of the wonders, which the author 
had feen in heaven and hell, it fhocks his faith ; and though 
he may have the higheft opinion of the fincerity of this ho- 
nourable fenator, he will naturally contlude, that theconfererices, 
which he held with angels, were only dreams, or reveries; and 
that his’ boafted illuminations from’ Heaven, defcended upoir 

him through a crack in the brain. 
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Minutes of Agriculture, sadeon. Jt arm of 300 Acres, of various 
Soils, near Croydon, Surry. To which is added a Dige/t wherein 
the Minutes are fpfiemized and. amplified; aud elucidated by Draw- 


ings of new Implements, a Farm Yard,, &c. , The whole being 


publifoed as a Sketch of the a&ual Bufines of a Farm; as Hints 
to the inexperienced Agriculturift; as a Check tothe ‘ae! falfe 
Spirit of Farming ; and as an Overture to, Scientific Agriculture, 
By Mr. Marthall. 410. 125. boards: Dodfley. 


I hath been a complaint, not more general than juft, that 
of the numerous books on agriculture few have been the re- 
fult of real ‘experience and odfervation. On popular fubjefs 

-there’are never wanting thofe who are ready to obtrude their 
information upon the public, from whatever fource that 
information ‘may be drawn. Perhaps the art’ of dock: making 
hath never been earried to greater extent ‘than in the depart- 
ment of hvfbandry. It hath difplayed itfelf’ in’ new mo- 
deljing the antiquated works of a Woilidge or Mortimer, 
in tranflations from Mefirs. De Chatevieux: and Duhamel, 
who wrote for the information of people a centary behind us 








XUM 











Mortal?’ Minutes of Agriculture. 19 


in the knowlege of agriculture ;_perhaps-its next appearance is 
in the methodical. form of a farmer’s diftionary, or ina vo- 
luminous difplay of decifive experiments on half a rood of land. 
It is no wonder that books which profefs-to teach an art their 
writers neither practifed of underftood, fhould defervedly fall 
into contempt. It was matter of. fingular fatisfaétion to find 
the:author'of the work before us purfuing a different ‘road, 

confining himfelf entirely to the occurrences on his own farm, 
Speaking of himfelf and his motives for publication, he tells 
us, * He was born:a farmer, bred. to traffic, and returned to 
the plough..a. few months before the commencement’ of the 
following Minutes. .. He had: long..been convinced of the im« 
becility of books, and prefently difcovered the unfitnefs of bai- 
liffs. . He refolved therefore to be a farmer from his own ex- 
perience : he endeavoured to fathom the theory and praétice 
of every department. -As- ufeful truths “occurred, he planted 
them, and raifed the refle€tions which naturally came up. 
Thefe fa&s and-refletions being frequently the fubjeQs of re~ 
ference and perufal,. he began to regifter his ideas in a manner 
more intelligible, not.only to himfelf, but to his. friends, to 
whom the regifter was ever open. The more numerous thefe 
Minutes grew, the more pleafure he took in increafing. the 
number ; the retrofpeét became more and more interefting,— 
and he began to fancy them really important ; his friends, too, 
praifed or feemed topraife.” Having refolved to publith them, 
he adds, * The difficulty. lay in the fele&tion.---The author 
was anxious to give a real likene/s of farming ; but forefaw the 
tedioufnefs which muft attend on too minute a detail: he 
therefore determined to draw a middle line ;---to infert every 
minute, great or fmall, which was made during the firft 
eighteen months, to: give fuch only as feemed to ste fome 
ufeful hint, or. lead to fomething ufeful.’ 

That our readers may form a judgment what they are to ex« 

pea from, this: performance, we fhall give:extra&s from the 
Minutes of each period. The firft feries opens with the nee 
lowing. 
» © Servants. July 18, 1774. ' Yefterday difcharged Geatee 
Black—Why ? .Becaufe I fufpected him of fmuggling ;—-be- 
caufe he was unequal to the management of the farm, and is too 
much a bailiff.to be reduced, to a buftletr. He is hated by the 
men, and defpifed by the neighbours. He.has good hands, bute 
a bad head—a crazy couch, dangerous to.lull upon—a good im~ 
plement of hufbandry (fpoilt by bring made into a bailiff) bat 1 4 
bad hufbandman.° 

¢ lam refolved to be, henceforth my own bailiff, and learn 10- 
morrow’s management from to- day’s experience, and next year’s 


procefs from this year’s mifcarriages. 
3 ‘ Haye 
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‘ Haying. 26. Began carrying the hay of River Mead—got 
four loads into ftack—cavught in the rain with two more on the 
waggons—left four or five in-the field, fit to be carried—the 
ftack and waggons abroad.—In future 1 -will-accord to the adage, 
*¢ Carry hay while you may”—Some of it was fit yefterday $ 
but I was unwilling to break the day’s. work of a plow- 
team. : 
¢ 27. The hay is not much worfe for the fteeping rain of laft 
ntight—and the fail cloth faved the flat ftack furprifingly. : 

-* 28. Carried all River Mead—got on brifkly-— Remember 
buftling neceffary to haying. 

-* Compofting. 3%. Frnithed compofting the border of Ley- 
Lands at 18d. arod (of five yards and a’half.) The men earned 
30a day each; but they worked very hard.—There was a load 
of dung laid.on about every four yards and a half; fo that digging 
up the flooring (this was. a border which produced nothing but: 
weeds. and rubbifh,), and making the mould into compoft with: 
the dung, (forthe young clover of the fame field) coft about 
rgd. a load of dung. ! | 

. july. 1777. This is very expenfive management, and its 
eligibility is {till a moot point with the writer. ) 
* Weeds. Cutting thiftles and fern on Norwood Common, 
(bordering on the inclofures) ‘to prevent their feeds from bein 
blown into the‘fields, and -raifeé manure.—Drew them into the 
yard, green, and left them in heaps to ferment. - my 


‘ jaly, +777. This management wants no recommendation.— 
It is obvioufly eligible. 3 
* Working Cattle. g. ‘The men arid boys are unanimous in 
their diflike of the oxen.—-The, buying them was unluckily pre- 
mature,—Their keep has. thus far been treble the value of their 
Yabour, and they muft now lie a dead weight, till after harveft.; 
They have beén the caufe of more impertinence,: vexation,. 


and bickering, than, ‘all the other appendages of the farm.’ — 


_,AMl criticifa: on..thefe petty memorandums is precluded by 
what the writer obferves in his preface,:* Fhe reader, fays 
he,, who claims +the; fmalleft degree of candour, will perufe 
them as he would. thejprivate manufcripts in the clofet of his’ 
friend ;. for he may be well affured, that nothing buz a defire 
in the writer to give a real fketch of private agriculture, could 
have induced hint to publifh that which may appear, in the 
eyes of fome, too minute for publication. He expedcts, how- 
ever, thas the reader will not detesxmme feparately on each 
Minute ; but fufpend-his judgement wntif he has feen the fe- 
veral, feattered rays converged in the digeft ; where, faint as 
they may feparately feem, he hopes they may be found to 
throw more or lefs light on the objet, or objects, to which 
they are conducied.’ ; 
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et us now proceed to the Minutes made fince January, 1776. 


© February 2, 1776. The experiments made the 2gth of Sep- 
tember laft, on fpring feeds fownin autumn, ftand ‘thas: 

, © The beans which were covered, have not received much in- 
jary ; but thofe which were expofed are as black as coal, and 
fome of them wholly deftroyed—the roots quite dead. 

« The oats.—The blades are much injured, but the roots feem 
perfect. 

‘¢ The fummer-tares which were obnoxious to the frof, are 

reatiy hurt; but do not feem entirely deftroyed, 

‘ But what furprifes me moft, the barley has ftood the incle- 
mency of the weather better than a fellow patch of wheat, ex-_ 
perimenta!ly fown the fame day. I expefted to have found it 
totally cut off; but I fee no other vegetables whatever look fo 
vigoroufly, winter-tares excepted; and thofe do not feem to have 
received the leait injury. PX 

“© The ketlock, which came up among the early-fown win-- 
ter-tares, and which ftood above the {now, is cut down to the 
ground. : 

‘ Gates which fwung clear before the froft, dragged during’ 
the froft ; but now again fwing clear. A foot path acrofs D. 2. 
made at random in the {now, 1s confiderably higher than the reft’ 
of the field. It looks as if it had been raifed ‘by art, at leaft 
an inch and a quarter higher than the adjoining turf. The 
{now being there trod off, the froft was permitted to penetrate 
deeper than here, where the coat of the {now prevented its pe- 
netration. 

‘ Frof no doubt expands; I had a water-bottle rent to fhi- 
vers, and the water totally confolidated in one night. The fe- 
parate pieces would not join by near half an inch. 

‘ T apprehend the furface which was freely expofed, was raifed 
near two inches. Sure this muft be of ferviceto a ftiff foil: for 
though it fall again, it perhaps dees not unite fo clofely as it’ 
did before the expdnfion. Perhaps, its texture is fufficiently 
broken to admit the flender lafteal fibres. Perhaps fnow pie- 
ferves the prefent crop; and froft prepares for the future.— 

‘ Oxen, 26. To try the verfatility of oxen, } keep the horfes 
at plow, and do the odd jobs with thofe. I find them carry out 
dung, bring home hay, carry io firaw, collec firewood, or fetch © 
in turneps and cabbages with the docility of horfes. 

‘ Suffation. 27. (fee zgth of Oktober, 1775) This evening . 
the fame cow was blown again, by the fame aliment, cabbages, 
and was cured by the fame remedy, falt and water. 

‘ It feems fully proved, that falt and water will cure a fuf- 
flation ; but I with to know how it operates.’ 


» May we here offer a hint on this fubje&t? Salt and water 
we are told will cure a fufflation. Might not this diforder be pre- 
vented by {prinkling falt on the cabbages or other green fodder 
given.to cattle? Should it not even anfwer this purpofe, yet it 
C 3 might 
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might have its ufés: it is faid to affift the fattening of both 
fheep and cattle ;;and we know expetimentally it is of con- 
fiderable fervice to cows both in promoting milk, and improving 
the quality ofit. 


“€ Oxen, | April 13, 1776. Yelterday began to land up 
‘ Whip-reins, > N. 6, for barley, with foar oxen fingle, and 
© Semiculture,] ateam-plow. They did not make fo neat 


-work as I wifhed for. Put two of them to a whip-rein plow, 


double; but continued to drive them with the whale-bone 
whip. They carried off their work more chearfully and 
neater. | 

* Lift night I exercifed them in the yard with whip-reins ; and 
to-day they have landed up a full acre into five-bout beds, with- 
out a driver. ; ) 

.* Lhad no idea of their mouths being fo tender as they ares 
and expected, that it would have been neceffary to guide them 
by the rings (this was indeed an ideal conceived before I ever 
thought of a ring to tame them;) bur the bit 1s quite fufficient. 
Tam confident, without partiality, that we have noc two horfes 
fo handy with whip-reins as the twooxen, We worked to-day; 
and what is remarkable, they anfwer the whip-rein better than 
the whale-bone whip. 

* Rolling heans.Y 28. Perhaps, rolling the foil before the 

© Rolling peas. beans come up is dangerous to the crop. 
Tf it be left unrolled, the clods become troublefome to the 
hoe, and by rolling on to. the tender plants, are hur(ful, 

¢ I was-afraid that the roller would have injured the heads of. 
the plants, and therefore only run.it twice acrofs the field expe- 
rimentaily —After remaining a day or two, I could not perceive 
the leaft harm from the operation ; but it was obvioufly a good 
preparative to hoeing : I therefore rolled the whole field. They 
had juft opened into broad leaf, which lay on the ground, and 
could not poffibly receive any injury from the roller. 

* To try the torture which infant beans can bear, I marked 
out three or four yards of one of the drills, indifcriminately. 
I firft rubbed the. plants between the fingers, till the leaves 
were perfectly bruifed, and as black as ink ;—I then trampled 
them under foot, rubbing them hard with the foal of my 
fhoe. ih 

¢ This was laft Tuefday,—juft a week ago. At prefent, I 
cannot perceive that they have received the leaft real injury. 
"The leaves, it is true, look rugged, as if eaten with flug or fly; 
but the ftems are as-high and as healthy as thofe of the neigh- 
bouring plants. ‘ . 

* Therefore, beans, when their broad leaves lie flat on the 
ground, may be harrowed and rolled with fafety. 

i To prepare peafe, too, for hoeing, | rolled them as they 
= into broad leaf, and cannot perceive any evil atten’ 

ant. . r : , 
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¢ Autumn-fown barley. July 21, 1776. Reaped it on Friday 

the rgth, but it was too ripe; it had ftood three or four days to9 

long. The crop was very even, and as good as could be ex- 
pected from the quality and’ ftate of the foil. 

‘ That which was expofed to the froft was obvioufly the 
beft; but [ am ata lofs how to account for this circumftance. 
Perhaps the roots of fome large elms growing in the adjoining 
hedge, impoverished’ the foil ;. but this is mere conje€ture : the 
contiguous tares are not. the worfe for them. 

¢ I do. not, fee why barley fhould not be fown in autumn, 
and reaped in the vacation between hay-time and wheat-harvelt, 

* Cabbages. 21. Finifhed planting yefterday. 

‘ Fhe ground was fo firmly (perhaps neceflarily) confolidated 
by rolling, that it was laborious to make the holes with a hand- 
dibble ; F ineverote converted a potatoe-dibble into a cabbage 
foot dibble, which anfwered beyond expectation, 

‘ To'regulate the diftance in the rows, untwifted a garden- 
line at every two feet, and inferted a feather of two or three 
inches long. A line of 200 feet long was prepared in about ten 
minutes; and though it has been out wet and dry, not a feaé 
ther is difplaced. : 

‘ To regulate the diftance between the rows, fixed a line, 
with three feathers, crofs each end of the. five-bout bed to be 
planted; bringing the middle feather exactly into the middle of 
the bed. An acre and ths took about 13,0co plants.’ 


This method of planting cabbages is imperfe&. In the 
northern parts of the kingdom, where the culture of this ve- 
getable is carried to -great perfeGtion, the procefs is this: the 
land being previoufly ploughed into two-bout ridges, one per- 
fon drops the plants two foot afunder on the crown of the 
tidge, another follows with a hand-dibble and plants them. 
In planting the firft ridge the diftance in the rows is regulated 
by a ftick which the dropper carries in his hand. The plants 
on the fucceeding ridges are dropped by the eye, the dropper 
placing them oppofite or at angles with thofe already planted, 
This work is ufually performed by women or boys: it re- 
quires but little pra&tice to be both expert and expeditious at 
it, Soon as the-plants have taken root, theearth is ploughed 
from them, and the rows; if. necefflary, are hand-weeded: in 
a few days the earth; is ploughed back again. This -horfes 
hocing is generally repeated when the plants begin to cab» 

e car od oF i . 

Thefe Minutes, which are carried down‘to July the 15th, 
17775 sontain much) ufeful information,‘intermixed with many . 
tuifling incidents... Bat: without» thofe: trifling ‘incidents the 
book, would not have been what the author intended it, a real 
Sestch of privateagtitulire 
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At the end of the Minutes the different articles are digefted 
under their refpe€tive heads. Amongft other articles there is 
a very important one which few, if any, writers before have 
attended to-- she hazard of farming. Thole who are acquainted 
with farming in theory only form to themfelves very imaginary 
pictures of it, They fuppo‘e it to bea pleafurable avocation, 
accompanied with certain profit. This by no means is the 
cafe. Its profits are frequently uncertain; and, as an avo- 
cation, we give full credit to our author when he afferts that 
it is Jabcrioufly ferrous. With refpeé& to Mr. Marfhail, asa far- 
mer, we fhould do him injuftice not to remark that he is an 
attentive obferver, intelligent and enterprifing ; and that he 
apparently relates fa&s with the moft fcrupulous regard to 
truth. Though, at the fame time, it is to be regretted that 
his Minutes take not in a Jonger period than three years ; 
efpecially when it is confidered that his farm, which feems at 
beft.but an indifferent foil, was totally impoverifhed by the 
flovenly management. of the preceding tenant. In fuch cir- 
cumftances every one, who is acquainted with the fubjeé, 
muft know feveral years will elapfe before any conclufions ma- 
terially decifive can be drawn from ‘the courfe of management 
which either our author, or any one elfe, could have adopted. 
He would have done well thefefore to have been thoroughly 
inftructed in, what he calls, a fcience exceedingly abftrufe, be- 
fore he had attempted to inftru& others. That he is a young 
farmer is evident from: many parts of his book, independent 
of his own acknowlegement..: He has certainly much to learn. 
And, indéed, after the following declaration, it is not to be 
wondered at, if in many points he. ftill continue effentially ig- 
norant. It is now upwards of feven yeats, fays he, fince the 
author ftudied any other book than the book of Nature. 
Great as our veneration.is for that primary fource of all ins 
formation, yet few people, we believe, are capableiof ftudying 
it with much advantage, who depend folely on the light of their 
own minds for affiftance. If our author thinks himfelf one of 
thofe privileged few, we ate forry to add he betrays a confi- 
dence which his prefent performance by no means feems to 
juftify. If all were to claim the fame. privilege that he does, 

and. aJl. are equally intitled to.it, we might\afk him where is 
the ufe of writing on a fubje&, which to be matters of, we- om 
only ftudy the’ volume of riature ? « 

As a writer, his merits might have: been® paifed over Vint 
filence; but as. itis. that part of. hisicharaQer, on which hé 
feems principally to value bimfelf, that he aay not thitik’ we 
overlook him, he fhall fpeak for himfelfz..Ehg: author, fays he; 
declares himfelf at open wag with cuftom; excepting the cuf- 
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tom founded in nature, or at leaft fupported by reafon: his 
ambition is to be ftigmatized with innovator: nay, he would 
even rifk his being thought an aukward meddler, rather than 
add-to the crowd of decent copyifts.—He cannot fupprefs his 
difapprobation of thofe lifpers of Greek and Latin ;—thofe 
pompous difplayers of learned trifles ; nor of thofe evanefcent 
echoes of fchool philofopliy, faint-warbling through the grove 
of letters, to the injury of natural aud fcientific knowlege, 
and the annoyance, of Englifh literature.’-—In confequence of 
this open war with cuftom, to almoft every idea, complex or 
fimple, he gives a new term peculiar to himfelf; and to fhew 
his difapprobation of thofe lifpers of Greek and Latin (and who 
they are amongft good writers we know not) thefe terms feem 
purpofely: compounded contrary to all clafica/ rule and analogy, 
What>can be more to: the annoyance of Englith literature 
than fuch terms as thefe? Naturifion, animalifion, vegetifion, 
aridage, verdage, animalifing {traw, bean-quondal, pea-quou- 
dal, wheat-quondal, &c. &c ? And yet we are told thele are 
elaborately-raifed tecanical terms, as neceffary to a fyftem of 
agriculture, as problem and corollary are to the mathematics ! 
How few people feem really to know themfelves! Mr. Mar- 
fhall, not contented to be, what, in fpite of his abfurdities, 
we cannot but think him, a man of plain fenfe and ufeful 
underftanding, is perpetually labouring to be fomething 
more. This attempt continually leads him into pert fingu- 
larities, or aukward affeGtations neither of which can be mif- 
taken, by any thing but ignorance, for what he is defirous 
they fhould pafs for, bright parts or original genius, 





Biographia Britannica: or, the Lives of the moft eminent Perfons 
who bave flourifoed mm Great Britain and Ireland, from the earlieft 
Ages tothe Prefent Times. The Second Edition, with Correétions, 
Enlargements, andthe Addition of new Lives. By Andrew Kippis, 
D.D. and F.S. A. with the Affiflance of. other Gentlemen, 
Vol, d,.. Folio. tl. 115, 6d. boards. Batharft. 


WE. have ‘now before us a work of -the greateft importance 

in the Englifh language 5 a work, which will’ gradually 
encreafe i in value, in proportion ‘to its duration ; and which, 
with octafional i improvements,. will certainly. be tran{mitted to 
the’ latelt polterity, 

At is highly neceffary, that every new editign of this va- 
luable work fhould be. carefully xevifed and improved, as .a 
courl¢ef, years imperceptibly deftroys a variety. of ‘temporary 
publications;:which feree to. throw a light.on: the. lives and 
writings of eminent men. 

The 
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The following extraé& from the preface will enable our. read- 
ers to form fome idea of the correétions and enlargements, 
which are to be expedted in.this edition. | 


‘ The new lives will form avery important past -of this un- 
dertaking. It is apprehended that ‘they will amount to more 
than three hundred articles; and it will be our endeavour, by 
having recourfe, as far as lies in our, power, to.the moft oris 
ginal information, to render them peculiarly authentic.—In the 
writing of new lives we do not include thofe only, that have 
been determined fince the publication of the firft edition, but 
feveral names, which might, and indeed ought’ to have hada 
place in that edition.— | | 
\ © The additions to the former articles will be numerous, and, 
in fome cafes, of confiderable extent. Thofe to Addifon and 
Jord Bacon, in the prefent volume, are particularly large. In 
the additions to Addifon, there is an important and curious pa- 
per relative to that great man’s quarrel with Mr. Pope; for 
which we are indebted to a moft eminent and refpectable perfon, 
who hath not indulged us with the liberty of mentioning his 
name. The enlargements confit either of new circumitances in 
the lives of celebrated men, or of farther extraéts and remarks 
with regard to their charaéters, works, and ations. The ad- 
Gitional matter is, for the moft part, inferted at the end of each 
article. | 

* Astoa number of correétions which have already occurred, 
or will hereafter occur, in the courfe of the undertaking, it 
would be needlefs to point them out diftin@ly. [tis fufficient 
to rectify in filence any little inaccuracies of language or fenti- 
ment, or any flight millakes in dates and faéts, which will al- 
moft unavoidably take place in fo voluminous a publication, 
We have exerted ourfelves, in this refpeé&t, with confiderable at- 
tention ; and the inftances in which we have made the fmaller 
neceffary alterations, would appear, if carefully examined, to be 
very numerous. But we do not with to be underftood as having 
performed more than we have actually done. We do not pre- 
tend to write ‘this great work over again, or, where there is no 
apparent caufe for doubt or fufpicion, to re-examine every fat. 
This would be an endlefs, as well as a needlefs tafk. Where 
the writers who preceded us, and who were men of diftinguifhed 
hiftorical knowledge, had all the materials before .them which 
we could have, and plainly exerted great ability, impartiality, 
and diligence in making ufe of thefe materials, there could be 
no ¢all upon os to difpute the truth of their narrations, or the 
fidelity Of their references. ‘Whatever articles fhall ‘be found 
to have been drawn up with any deficiency of care and at- 
tention, maf “have ‘a proportionable liberty taken’ with them ; 
and: we are afraid that this’ part of our employment -will’ be in- 
creafed; when we comestowards the latter end of the work. ' It 
is to he -tegrestedcthat Ir, Campbell ceafed to write, “after os . 
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clofe of the fourth volume. The Supplement, in particular, 
was fo hafty and -imperfe& a performance, that; excepting in a 
few inftances, we purpofe to cancel it entirely. Accordingly, 
inthe prefent volume, ‘we have'piven new lives of Aberneth 
and Arbuthnot. In that of Abernethy, befides its being capable 
of improvement in other refpets, we were furnifhed, by the 
rev. Mr. Jofiah Thompfon, of St. Mary Axe, with fome curious 
ecclefiaitical information concerning the Prefbyterians in Ire- 
land, and the fteps which were taken, previots to the obtaining 
of the A&t of Toleration in that country. The account of Dr. 
Arbathnot, in the Supplement. was tranfcribed, almoft ver- 
batim, from the memoirs of him prefixed to the'two little vo- 
lumes of what are called his Mifcellanies. This, as the com- 
pofition ought to be our own, would of itfelf have been a faf- 
ficient reafon for writing a freth life of the do&or, even if we had 
not otherwife been enabled to render it more pet fect. | 

* Ina work drawn up by various perfons, it is not eafy for 
them always to concur in the fame views of things. There are’ 
feveral inftances in which we do not agree with the fentiments 
advanced, and the reprefentations given, by our learned prede- 
ceffors; and yet, where they were not merely incidental modes 
of expreffion, of no fignificance to the main article, it wonld have 
been improper to ftrike out, or new’ model what they had faid. 
It ‘would have been depriving them of that right which they un- 
doubtedly had to ftate fa&ts according to their own ideas: in thefe 
cafes, therefore, we have taken the liberty, in fubfequent notes, 
of declaring our difference of opinion, with the reafons on which 
that difference is founded. we 

‘ A few articles, in the firft volume of the Biographia, were 
of fo little comparative importance, that they might, perhaps, 
originally have been fpared. But, as they take up a very {mall 
fpace, and fome perfons may wifh to have them retained, we 
have preferved them in the prefent edition. There is only one 
inftance wherein we have omitted an article, which is that of 
Atherton. This man had not the leaft claim, from his abilities 
or public actions, to a place in the work. The ftory of him is 
fhocking and indelicate, and told in a manner extremely dif- 
agreeable. Doubts, likewife, have lately been fuggefted con-' 
cerning part of the faéts related of him. On thefe accounts, we 
were happy to find that our own inclination, of dropping him 
entirely, was confirmed by the opinion of feveral gentlemen, 
diftinguifhed for their learning and judgment. | 

¢ lt is proper to take notice, that we have changed the figria- 
tures: at the end of the lives, and have. placed, in their ftead,, 
the initial letters of the real names of each of the authors, fo 
far as they have come to our knowledge. © The articles’ former! 
marked I, were drawn up by Mr. Broughton ; and thofe figned 
Gand R, by Mr. Oldys. The fignatures of Dr. Campbell were’ 
E.and X, that of Mr. Morant C, and thatof Dr. Nicolls PY 
We know not who was the writer of the lives, in this volume, 
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which have the letter D annexed to them ; and, therefore, we’ 
have let that letter ftand as before.’— 

—‘ Itis our with, and will be our aim, to condué this pub- 
lication with real impartiality. .We mean to rife.above narrow: 
prejudices, and to:record, with fidelity-and freedom, the virtues: 
and vices, , the excellencies and defeéts of men:of every profeffion : 

and party. A work of this nature would be deprived of much» 
of its utility, if it were not carried on with a. philofophical li-. 
berality of mind. But we apprehend that:a philofophical libe- » 
rality of mind, whilft. we do full juftice to the merit of. thofe 
from whom we. differ- either in religious or political opinions,. 
doth not imply i it our having no fentiments of ourown. We 
{cruple aot to declare. our, attachment to the great interefts of 
mankind, and our enmity to bigotry, fuperftition, and tyranny,: 
whether found in Papift or Proteftant, Whig or Tory, Church- 
man.or Diffenter. A hiflory that is written without any regard 
to the chief privileges of human, nature, and without feelings, : 


efpeciatly of the moral kind, mutt jeu a confiderable part of its 
inftruction and energy.’ 


From this account of the extenfive and liberal plan, which | 
the editor intends to purfue, the reader will naturally form the 
higheft expectations; and, we are perfuaded, he will not be: 
difappointed. Befides a great number of additional anecdotes, 
and ob{fervations, difperfed throughout, the whole volume,, the, 
lives of the following emineat men make their ficft appearance: 
in this edition: viz. John Abernethy 3: Robert Ainfworth ;: 
Mark Akenfide ; Nicholas Amhurft, a poet and’ political 
writer; Dr. Thomas Amory; lord Anfon; Eugene Aram, a° 
perfon of extraordinary abilities, executed at York ‘in 1759 ; 
John Arbuthnot; Mary Aftell; Robert Baillie, a Scotch di- 
vine ; Thomas Baker, author of Refle&tions upon Learning ; 
Henry Baker, a naturalift; John Balguy; John Baptift, a 
flower-painter ; William Barclay, a civilian; John Barclay,, 
author of The Argenis; fir John Barnard ; lord vifcount Bar- 
rington; John Bafkerville, a printer. 

In the notes under, the articles Babington, fir Nic. Bacon, 
lord Bacon, and, Bate,..we fiad the lives: of Dr; Miles Smith, 
Nathaniel Bacon, Dr. Rawley, and Dr. Gliffon. 

The following extract, from the additions to the Life of Mr. 
Addifon, is upon a fubje& univerfally known, and cannot fail 
of being acceptable to-every reader. 


* 


ot 

‘ The quarrel between. Mr. Addifon and Mr. Pope, like others: 
of the fame kind, would defervedly have fallen into oblivion, had 
iu ,not; been. perpetuated by Mr, Pope’s fatyric mufe.. And the: 
true, grounds. of it,willinever probably be cleared: up.to the entire! 
fatisfatiion of the inquifitive, public,. as-one of the: parties:hads 
been dead many years before any of the particulars were divulged, 
and 
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and thofe which are now given us come only from Mr. Pope him- 
felf. For neither the bifhop of Gloucefter himfelf, nor the di- 
gefter of his materials, Mr. Ruffhead, could have any perfonal 
knowledge of the circumftances of that tranfaction. 

¢ The firft riotice we find of it in print is in that bitter but efe- 
gant charaéter of ‘Atticus, which was written (we are told) in 
Mr. Addifon’s lifetime, and fent privately to him in manufcript 
in the year 1715; but was certainly not make public till two 
years after his death ;' was afterwards printed in Mr. Pope’s Mif- 
cellaniés; and finally ingrafted into his epiftle to Dr, Arbuthnot 
in 1733: The caufe is obfcurely glanced at in letters, and {craps 
of letters; publithed by Mr. Pope in his correfpondence ; wag 
more openly avowed in Mr. Warburton’s notes on the Epiftle 
to Arbuthnot, verfe 193, which were publifhed in 1752; and 
the whole was drawn up intoa regularcharge, by Mr. Ruffhead’ 
in his Hife‘of Mr. Pope, printed 1769 *. | 

« The account given is fhortly this: «* That Mr. Addifon’s 
and Mr.’ Pope’s friendfhip commenced in 1713, and continued 
for fome time with reciprocal efteem and affection ; that durin 
this period the tranflation of the Iliad was fet on foot, and the 
fubfeription promoted by Mr. Addifon ; and on the other hand» 
Mr. Popé defended his friend againft the brutal attack of Den- 
nis. At length Addifon became jealous of Pope’s genius, and 
encouraged Philips to afperfe his charafter with refpeét to his 
political connections ; and foon after his jealoufy difcovered it- 
felf by-avery peculiar cireumftance. For upon Pope’s advifing 
with Mr. ‘Addrfon about altering the’ Rape of tbe Lock by ia- 
fetting the’‘machifiery, he diffuaded bim from fo noble an im- 
provement.” That this circumftance firft opened Mr. Pope’s 
eyes’ with regard to the real character of his friend; andhis {uf- 
picions were foon' after ‘confirmed by the publication of Mr. 
Tickell’s-tranflation of the firft Book of Homer, tm oppofition to 
Mr. Pope’s, ‘which he was fully convinced, from-many odd 
conclfring circumftances, was indeed Mr. Addifon’s own per- 
formance. ‘That rhs occafioned an open breach between Mr. 
Addifon and Mr. Pope, which Mr. Jervas and other’ common 
friends €ndéavoured to reconcile ; but that Mr.: Addifon’s unbe- 
coming behaviour and cool contempt, at an interview between 
them; attended by fir Richard Steele and Mr. Gay, rendered a 
reconciliation impracticable. ‘That Mr. Pope, while yet warm 
with this provocation, wrote the character abovementioned of 
Mr. Addifon. That about this time, the earl of Warwick, Mr: 
Addifon’s fon-in-law, told Mr. Pope, that it was in vain to 
think of being well with his father ; who was naturally a jealous 
man, and was hurt by Mr, Pope’s feperior talents in poetry to 
fuch a degree, that he had fecretly-encouraged Gildon to write 
fomething about Wycherley, in. which he had taken occafion 
to abufe Mr. Pope, and his family, in a virulent, manner, and 
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that Mr. Addifon, paid him ten, guineas as the wages.of his 
feurrility.., That the, next morning, after he-had .received. this 
information, he wrote Mr, Addifon an expoftulatory Jetter, .in 
which. he. inclofed, the. verfes pontaining his., chataéter ; which 


had fo good. an. effect. upon him, that, from, that period to the 
time of his death, he always treated Mr. Pope wit: civility; and 


and (as:he believed) with juftice.”*. 


_¢ If this account, and_efpecially. the. latter part of \it,-be 
founded in truth,.Mr, Addifon very juftly deferved that feverity 
with, which his memory has been treated by Mr. Pope and. his 
profeffed panegyrits But in juftice toa charaGter fo amiable as 
that of Mr. Addifoo, now unable to vindicate himlelf, we may 
be allowed to. fufpend our belief of it, till the accufation is bet- 
ter proved ; efpecially as it is.evident from. dates..and. fadts,. 
chiefly extant in Mr. Pope’s own, works,, (but-which.his .bio- 
grapher, has \ffrangely mifplaced and confounded) that the ac- 
count given by Mr.,Rufthead. cannot, poffibly be altogether trac, 
and is hardly accurate in a fingle particular. cg 


ew . Py 


. £ It may...be doubted whether, the acquaintance between.Ade 
difon and Bone, di not.commence as early as.1712.. For Steele 
promifed to bring them acquainted in February 1711-12 %: And 
we find Mr. Addifon, in, O&ober 1712+, warmly recommend- 
ing Mr. Popeto,the world as a:rifing genius; and in the fuc- 
ceeding month advifing his publication of the Temple. of Fame {. 
This ,acquaintance was probably improved into. friendthip by 
Mr. Pope’s writing the prologue.to. Cato,.in April 1713,),, And 
as in the fame. year.3.713,, the improved edition of the Rape of 
the Lock was publifhed §, Mr. Addifon’s fuppofed. advice, dif- 
couraging. the propofed alterations, muft therefore have been 
given in the very infancy and not at the clofe.of theiy frjendfhip. 
If he gave fuch advice, it was,, probably his.real opinion... He 
might think it dangerous to tamper with.fo beaatjful.a. poem as 
the original, and had perhaps no conception , of the. art and in- 
genuity with which Mr, Pope was able to interweave the. ma- 
shinery., without, breaking the unity of defign. . It.is not fug- 
gefted that Mr,, Addifon  difliked the. improvement when made, 
or diffuaded. him frem publifhing the poem in fuch its improved 
ftate ; which might have been a reafonable ground of fafpicion. 
But fo trifling .a-circumttance as the difference of opinion upon 
the propriety-of the, hint when firft ftarted, could never be of it- 
felf fu ficient to apen. Mr, Pope’s eyes, and mark Mr. Addifon’s 
character as a compound of meannefsand jealoafy. sab ti tofy 
© Indeed, itis plain that Mr. Pope at the time thought other, 
wife, or elfe was himfelf_infincere. He drew his pen in defence 
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of Cato in'1713, by writing a narration of John Dennis’s Frenzy, 
contrary to the with of Mr. Addifon (who difapproved fo illiberal 
an attack), and publifhed it, though againft his confent *. And 
his letters to Mr. Addifon in O&tober, November, December, 
atid January following (which muft have been written after his 


_eyes are thus faid to have been opened) are full of the flrongeft 


expreffions of friendfhip and confidetce. He then intrufted to 
this man (whofe jealoufy he perceived had been raifed by the 
very mention of the fylphs.and the gnomes) his original defign’ 
of tranflating and commenting on Homer. Mr. Addifon (who 
it feems did not think Achilles half fo formidable as Ariel in the 
hands of his poetical rival) recéived this defign with great warmth 
of encouragement, and he was the firft whofe advice determined 
Mr. Pope to undertake thattafk +. He alfo preffed him to turn 
it to the beft pecuniary advantage, and for that purpofe to avoid 
engaging in any party difputes ; into which he feared he might 
bé drawn by his intimacy with Dr, Swift, and the attention paid 
him by many of the Tory miniftry. The fufpicions, if any, 
which Mr. Pope entertained of Mr, Addifon’s fincerity,. from 
his advice about the Rape of the Lock, had furely by this time 
fubfided ; as indeed they might well do, if nothing happened to 
confirm them till the publication of Mr. Tickell’s Homer ; which, 
inftead of being /oon, was not till about two years after. 

«In the mean time, a quarrel broke out between Mr. Pope 
atid Ambrofe Philips ; which involved Mr. Addifon in its’ cone 
fequences, and put a period to the cordiality of their friendthip. 
Stung with the reputation which Philips had acquired as a writer 
of paftorals, Pope wrote an ironical paper in the Guardian, April 
25th, 1713, in ridicule of Philips. Mr, Addifon immediately 

erceived the drift of it, and joined with Mr. Pope in the laugh ; 
bit Steele underftood and publifhed it as a ferious panegyric 
upon his‘friend. When the jeft was difcovered, Philips cae 
to have been outrageoufly angry, and to have harboured a deep 
réfentment. For in the {pring of 1714, he took occasion to 
abufe Mr. Pope at Button’s coffee-houfe asa Tory, and one 
uhited with Dr. Swift to write againft the Whig intereft, and 
ufidermine the reputation of himfelf, Steele, and Addifon, Ad- 
difon upon this came to Pope, and affured him of his difbelief 
of this idle ftory, and hoped their friendthip would ftill con- 
tinue {. Yet he feems to have been fomewhat ftaggeéred in re- 
{pect to Mr. Pope’s party attachments, againk which he had can- 
tioned him more than once in the preceding year §; and a cool, 
nefs certainly enfued, which continued for feveral months. 
During this eftrangement, the interview mentioned by Mr. Ruff- 


ieee 





¢ * Pope to Addifon, jzoth July, 1713. Steele to Lintot, 4th 
Auguft, 1713. © Additions, vol. ii. p. 104: 
‘ + Preface to Paope’s Iliad. 
* ¢ Letter to the hon. ——, 8th June, 1714, 
¢ § Letter, Nov. 2, 1713. 
6 head, 








4z Bisgrapbia Britannica, 


bead *, is more Jikely. to have happened. than at the period~in 
which he places it, the latter end of the year.1715.; when in 


reality there was no rupture between them. Mr. Pope, it is. 


confefftd by his biographer, conducted himfelf at this interview 
with great ‘mpekuonty and warmth ;. and Mr. Addifon, who 


was of a colder conflitution, and much Mr. Pope’s fuperior both. 


in age and ftation, might poflibly behave with too much daureér 
and referve. But that he harboured no malice againft him, ap- 
pears from his fubfequent conduct. _ SAS 

© For the fudden revolution in politics that happened. at the 


death of queen Anne, and brought Mr. Addifon and his friends - 
into power and office, moft certainly gave him an opportunity of . 


mortifying, if not crufhing, his competitor, in cafe he had been 


mean enough to.wifhit. On thecontrary, fromthat inftant, he - 


Was inclined to forget all animofitics, and offered his fervices, 


nay his intereft at court to Mr. Pope + ; to which he returned a | 


very wafpifh and ,difdainful anfwer {:° but however, in a few 
weeks afterwards, Pope foftened his tone, and wrote a more 
complaifarit letter fo Mr. Addifon himfelf, yet mixed with fome 
diftruft and refentment §. Civilities upon this were again re- 
newed between them ;..infomuch that, in April 1715, we find 


Mi. Pope ‘going to Mr. Jervas’s, on. purpofe so. meet Mr. Ad-_ 


difon* {| ;* and in the fame year he wrote his ‘panegyrical epiftle 
in verfe, to be prefixed to Mr. Addifan’s Dialogues on Medals. 
¢ At length the great and inexpiable offence. was given by 
Mr- Addifon to Mr. Pope, by permitting Mr. :Tickell, his de- 
pendent, and afterwards his under-fecretary, to publifh a tranf- 
jation of the firft Book of the Iliad in the beginning of June 1715, 
juft at the time when. the -firft volume of Mr, Pope’s work was 
delivered to his fub{cribers, “Whether this book was tranflated 
by Mr. Addifon himfelf in his younger days, or whether. he 


only revifed and ‘correfted Mr. Tickell’s performance, cannot , 


be pronounced with certainty; unlefs the public were in pof- 


feffion of thofe odd concurring circumflances which convinced Mr. 


Pope himfelf, that it was Mr. Addifon’s own tranflation ; tho’ 


he certainly thought otherwife, when he penned the character of 


Atticus @. To apologize for its. publication. at fo critical a 
jun@ture, the following advertifement. was prefixed by Mr. 
Tickell, though that circumftance was induftrioully fuppreffed 
in all Mr. Pope’s publications on the fubjeé&t: **I muft inform 
the reader, that when I began this firft book, I had fome 
thoughts of tranflating the whole Iliad ; but I had the plea{ure 
of being diverted from that defign, by finding the work was 
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fallen into amuch abler hand. I would not therefore be thought 
to have any. other view in publifhing this {mall fpecimen of Ho-~ 
mer’s Iliad, than to befpeak (if peflible) the favour of tae pub- 
lic to a tranflation of Homer’s Odyieis, wherein I have already 
made fome progrefs.”’ ; 

¢ Whether, onthe fuppofition that the fpecimen was Mr. Ad- 
difon’s own (and it is not unworthy of him), he chofe to indul 
the vanity of an author, by fhewing him how well hecoald have 
performed the whole; or whether (fuppofing it Mr. Tickell’s, 
whom he loved and patronized with all the affeQion of a father) 
he really meant to have conferred on him a pecuniary obiigation 
by promoting a fubfcription for his Odyfley, as he had before 
done * for Mr. Pope’s Iliad; it muft be acknowledged, that in 
either cafe the publication was indifcreet and ill-timed. It is 
true, that Mr. Pope’s finances could not now be materially af- 
fected, had the public decided in favour of ‘Tickell’s tranflation ; 
for his fubfcription was full, and his contract with Lintot was 
complete. But it certainly bore too much the appearance of ri- 
valfhip and competition; and was, in either light, a weaknefs 
below Mr. Addifon’s ftation and charaéter. It is not to be wone 
dered at therefore, thata man of fo irritable adifpoefition as Mr. 
Pope is acknowledged to have been, was hurt beyond meafure 
by this tranfa&tion ; and itis probable that the character of Ate 
ticus was written in the heat of his refentment on this occafion; 
as he exprefied the very fame fentiments to Mr. Craggs in his 
Jetter of 15th July 1715. But it does not appear (as Mr. Ruff- 
head afferts) that there was any open breach between Mr. Ad- 
difon and Mr. Pope upon #dis occafion ; and Pope.exprefsly tells 
Craggsthere wasnone. Had any fuch happened ; and had Mr, 
Addifon then fhewn the temper afcribed to him by Mr. Pope’s 
biographer, he would hardly, in the Freehoider of May 7, 1716, 
have beftowed fuch encomiums on Mr. Pope’s tranflation of the 
Hliad. , 

‘ Upon the whole, however Mr. Pope may be excufable for 
penning fuch a charatter of his friend in the firft tranfports of 
poetical indignation, it reflects no great honaur.on his feelings 
to have kept it in petto for fix years, till after the death of Mr. 
Addifon, and then to permit its publication (whetherby recital 
or copy makes no material difference) +; and at length, at the 
diftance of 18 years, hand it down to pofterity ingrafted into 
one of his capital productions. Nothing furely could juftify fo 
Tong and fo deep a refentment, unlefs the ftory be true of the 
commerce between Addifon and Gildon ; which will require to 
be very fully proved, before it can be believed of a gentleman 
who was fo amiable in his moral charaéter, and who (in his own 
cafe) had two years before exprefsly difapproved of a perfonal 
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abufe upon Mr, Dennis. The perfon indeed from whom Mr. 
Pope is faid to have received this anecdote, about the time of his 
writing the character (viz. about. July 1715), was no other than 
the earl of Warwitk, fon-in-law to Mr. Addifon himfelf. And 
the Something about Wycherley, (in which the ftory fuppofes 
that Addifon hired Gildon to abufe Pope and his family) is ex- 
plained by a note on the Dunciad, I. 296. to mean a pamphlet 
‘containing Mr. Wycherley’s Life. Now it happens that, in 
July 1715, the earl of Warwick (who died at the age of twenty- 
three in Auguft 1721) was only a boy of feventeen, and not 
-likely to be entrufted with fuch a fecret by a ftatefman between 
forty and fifty, with whom it does not appear that he was any- 
way connected or acquainted. For Mr. Addifon was not married 
to his mother the countefs of Warwick till the following year 
1716. Nor could Gildon have been employed in July 1715 to write 
Mr. Wycherley’s Life, who lived till the December following. 
As therefore fo many inconfiftencies are evident in the flory it- 
felf, which never found its way into print till near fixty years 
after it is faid to have happened, it will be no breach of cha- 
rity to fuppofe that the whole of it was founded on fome mif- 
appreheniion in either Mr. Pope or the earl; and unlefs better 


proof can be given, we fhall readily acquit Mr. Addifon of this 
the moft odious part of the charge.’ 


This excellent paper is faid to have been written by a 
-gentleman of confiderable rank ; to whom the public is obliged 
for works of much higher importance.—We wiil venture to 
afcribe it to the learned author of Commentaries on the Laws 
of England. i, 

The firft article in this work is the life of Aaron and Julius, 
who fuffered martyrdom about the beginning of the fourth 
century, This article was in the firft edition; but ought to 
have been excluded. For thefe two faints, as they are called, 
were neither diftinguifhed by any work of learning, nor (except 
their fufferings) by any memorable circumftance : confequently 
they have no pretenfions to be enrolled in the lift of eminent 
men. The Biographia Britannica is not defigned for saints, 
or Prous DRONES Of any denomination, 

We do not mention this article as a matter of importance in 
itfelf, for it is very, fhort; but as a point, which the learned 


and judicious editor may hereafter confider, as he fhall fee oc- 
cafion. 
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Ifaiah. 4 new Tranflation; with a Preliminary Difertation, and 
Notes critical, philological, and explanatory. By Robert Lowth, 
D. D. F.R. 88. Lond. and Goetting.. Lord Bifbop of London. 
Ato. 18s. boards, Cadell. [Concluded from vol. xlvi. p. 428.] 


N two former articles we have given our readers the fub- 
ftance of his lordfhip’s Preliminary Differtation, containing 
an account of the ftyle and chara&er of the Hebrew poetry, 
the ftate of the Hebrew text, and other points of this nature. 
We now proceed to the Tranflaition and the Commentary. 

In this work the author has retained a confiderable part of 
the vulgar tranflation; for which he affigns this very fatisfac~ 
tory reafon: ¢ as the ftyle of that tranflation is not only excel- 
lent in itfelf; but has taken poffeffion of our ear, and of our 
tafte, to have endeavoured to vary from it, with no other de- 
fign than that of giving fomething new inftead of it, would 
have been to difguft the reader, and to reprefent the fenfe df 
the prophet in a more unfavourable manner: befides, that it 
is impoffible for a verbal tranflator, to follow an approved 
verbal tranflation, which has gone. before him, without fre- 
quently treading in the very footfteps of it. ‘The moft obvious, 
the propereft, and perhaps the only terms, which the language 
affords, are already occupied, and without going out of his way 
to find worfe, he cannot avoid them, Every tranilator has 
taken this liberty with his predeceflors: it is no more than the 
laws of tranflation admit, nor indeed than the neceffity of the 
cafe requires. And as to the turn and modification of the 
fentences, the tranflator, in this particular province of tran{- 
lation, is as much confined to the author’s manner, as to his 
words: fo that too great liberties taken in varying either the 
expreffion or the compofition, in order to.give a new airtothée 
whole, will be apt to have a very bad effect,’ 

For thefe reafons, he fays, whenever it fhall be thought 
proper to fet forth the holy fcriptures for the public ufe of our 
church, to better advantage than as they appear in the pre- 
fent Englifh tranflation, the expediency of which grows every 
day more and more evident, a revifion or correction of that 
tranflaiion may perhaps be more advifeable than to attempt 
an entirely new one: For as to the ftyle and language, it 
admits but of little improvement; but, in refpeét of thé 
fenfe and the accuracy of interpretation, the improvements of 
which it is capable are great and nuimberleis. ! 

The tranflation here offered is, in general, as clofe to the 
text, ‘and as literal, as: our Englifh verfion. Whenever it de- 
parts from the Hebrew text, on, account of fome correction, 
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which the author fuppofes to be requifite, he gives. notice to 
the reader of fuch correction, and offers his reafons for it. 


‘CHAP. XIil. 


’ The oracle concerning Babylon, which was revealed to Ifaiah, 
the fon of Amots. . : 
z Upon a lofty mountain ereét the ftandard ; 
Exalt the voice; beckon with the hand; 
That they may enter the gates of princes. 
3 I have given a charge to my enrolled warriors 5 
I have even called my ftrong ones to execute my wrath; 
Thofe that exult in my greatnefs. 
“@ A found of a maltitude in the mowntains, as of a great 
people; 
A found of the tumult of kingdoms, of nations gathered 
together! 
Jehovah, God of Hofts, muftereth the hoft for the battle. 
5 They come from a diftant land, from the end of the heavens ; 
Jehovah, and the inflruments of his wrath, to deftroy the 
whole land. 
6 Howl ye, for the day of Jehovah is at hand; 
As a deftru€tion from the Almighty fhail it come. 
4 Therefore fhall all hands be flackened; 
And every heart of mortal fhall melt; and they fhall be 
terrified : 
8 Torments and pangs thall feize them; 
They fhall look one upon another with aftonifhment ; 
Their countenances fhall be like flames of fire. 
9 Behold, the day of Jehovah cometh, inexorable ; 
Even indignation, and burning wrath: 
To make the land a defolation ; 
And her finners he fhall deftroy from out of her. 
ro Yea the ftars of heaven, and the conftellations thereof, 
Shall not fend forth their light: 
The fun is darkened at his going forth, 
And the moon fhall not caufe her light to fhine. 
11 And IJ will vifit the world for its evil, 
And the wicked for their iniquity: 
And I will put an end tothe arrogance of the proud ;:. 
And I will bring down the haughtinefs of the terrible, 

13 I will make a mortal more precious than fine gold; 
Yea aman, than the rich, ore of Ophir. 

13 Wherefore I will make the heavens tremble ; 

And the earth fhall be fhaken out of her place: 
In the indignation of Jehovah God of Holts; 
And in the day of his burning anger. 

14 And the remnant fhall be, as a roe chafed ; | 
And as fheep, when there is none to gather thern together; 
‘They thall look, every one towards his own people; 

And they fhall fice, every one to his own land. 
15 Every 
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Every one, that is overtaken, fhall be thruft through ; 
And all that are collected in a body fhall fall by the {word. 


x6 And their infants fhall be dathed before their eyes ; 


7 


Their houfes fhall be plundered, and their wives ravifhed. 
Behold, I raife up againft them the Medes; 

Who fhall hold filver of no account; 

And as for gold, they fhall not delight in it, 


18 Their bows fhall dafh the young men ; 


And on the fruit of the womb they fhall have no mercy: 
Their eye fhall have no pity even on the children, 


zg And Babylon fhall become, fhe that was the beauty of 


20 


21 


22 


5 
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kingdoms, 
The glory of the pride of the Chaldeans, 
As the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah by the hand of God. 
It fhall not be inhabited for ever; 
Nor fhall it be dwelt in from generation to generation: 
Neither fhall the Arabian pitch his tent there; 
Neither shall the thepherds make their folds there. 
But there fhall the wild beafts of the deferts lodge; 
And howling montters fhall fill their houfes; 
And there fhall the daughters of the oftrich dwell ; 
And there fhall the fatyrs hold their revels. 
And wolves fhall howl to one another in their palaces; 
And dragons in their voluptuous pavilions. 
And her time is near to come; 


And her days fhall not be prolonged. 


‘CHAP. XIV. 


For Jehovah will have compaffion on Jacob, 
And will yet choofe Hrael. 
And he fhall give them reft upon their own land: 


And the ftranger fhall be joined unto them, 


And fhall cleave unto the houfe of Jacob. 

And the nations fhall take them, and bring them into their 
own place; 

And the houfe of Jacob thall poffefs them in the land of 
Jehovah, 

As fervants, and as handmaids: 

And they fhall take them captive, whofe captives they were; 

And they fhall rule over their oppreffors. 
And it fhall come to pafs in that day, that Jehovah {hall 

ive the reft from thine affliction, and from thy difguiet, 

and from the. hard fervitude, which was laid upon thee: 

and thou fhalt pronounce this parable upon the king of 

Babylon; and fhalt fay: 

How hath the oppreffor ceafed! the exactrefs of gold ceafed! 

Jehovah hath broken the ftaff of the wicked, the fceptre of 
the rulers. 

He that fmote the peoples in wrath, with a ftroke ‘unre- 
mitted ; 

D 3 He 


















a Bifbop of London's T. ranflation of Ifaiah. - 


He that ruled the nations in ange? is perfecuted, and none 
hindereth. 


7 The whole earth is at reft, is quiet; they burft forth into a 
Joyful hours 
§ Even the fir-trees rejoice over thee, the cedars of Libanus: 
Since thou art fallen, no feller hath come up againft us. 
g Hades front beneath is moved becaufe of thee, to meet thee 
at thy coming : 
He roufeth for thee the mighty dead, all the great chiefs of 
the earth ; 
He maketh to rife up from their thrones, all the kings of 
the nations, 
io. All of them fhall accoft thee, and fhall fay unto thee; 
Art thou, even thou too, become weak as we? art thou 
made like unto us? 
11 Is then thy pride brought down to the grave; the found of 
thy {prightly inftruments ? 
Is the vermin become thy couch, and the earth-worm thy 


covering? 
32 How art thon fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, fon of the 
Morning! 
Art cut down to the earth, thou that didft fubdue the 
nations ! 


13 Yet thou didft fay in thy heart: I will afcend the heavens ; 
Above the ft»rs of God I will exalt my throne ; 
Aud I will ficupon the mount of the divine prefence, on the 
fides of the north; 
14 I will afcend above the highths of the clouds ; I will be like 
the moit High, 
15 sete fhalt be brought down to the grave, to the fides of 
the pit. 
16 Thofe that fee thee fhall look attentively at thee; they fhall 
well confider thee: | 
Js this the man, that made the earth to tremble ; that fhook 
the kingdoms ? 
17 That made the world like a defert; that deflroyed the 
cities ? 
That never difmiffed his captives to their own home? 
18 All the kings of the nations, all of them, 
Lie down in glory, each in his own fepulchre.: 
39 But thou art caft out of the grave, as the tree abomi- 
nated : 
Cloathed with the flain, with the pierced by the fword, 
With them that go down to the ftones of the pit; asa trodden 
carcafe. 
go Thoy fhait not be joined unto them in higial 4 
— thou haift.deftroyed thy country, thou haft flain thy 
eople: 
Tie feed of evil doers fhall never be renowned, 
21 Pres 
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21 gt ae ye flaughter for his children, for the iniquity of their 
athers ; 
Left they rife, and poffefs the earth ; and fill the face of the 
world with cities. 
22 For I will arife againft them, faith Jehovah God of Hofts : 
And I will cut off from Babylon the name, and the reme 
nant ; 
And the fon, and the fon’s fon, faith Jehovah. 
23 And I will make it an inheritance for the porcupine, and 
pools of water ; 
And I will plunge it in the miry gulph of deftruction, faith 
_ Jehovah God of Hofts, 
24. Jehovah God of Hofts hath fworn, faying : 
Surely as [ have devifed, fo fhall it be; 
And as I have purpofed, that thing fhall ftand: ! 
25 To crufh the Affyrian in my land, and to trample him on 
my mountains. 
Then fhall his yoke depart from off them ; 
And his burthen fhall be removed from off their fhoulder. 
26 This is the decree, which is determined on the whole earth; 
And this the hand, which is ftretched out over all the 
nations: 
27 For Jehovah God of Hofts hath decreed ; and who fhall dif- 
annul it? 
And it is his hand, that is ftretched out; and who fhall turn 
it back ?? 


The defign of the notes, which are fubjoined, is to give the 
authorities on which the- tranflation is founded; to rectify or 
to explain the words of the text; to illuftrate the ideas, the 
images, and the allufions, of the prophet, by referring to ob- 
jets, notions, and cuftoms, which peculiarly belong to his age 
and country, to point out the beauties of particular pailages, 
and fometimes the events, which the prophet foretells. 

The limits of our Review oblige us to omit many of the 
author’s valuable notes on this paflage. ‘The following how- 
ever are foine of the moft material. 


‘ Thefe two chapters (ftriking off the five laft verfes of the lat- 
ter, which belong to a quite different fubject,) contain one intire 
prophecy, foretelling the deftruction of Babylon by the Medes and 
Periians ; delivered probably in the reign of Ahaz, (fee Vitringa, 
1. 380.) about 200 years before the completion of it. The capti- 
vity itfelf of the Jews at Babylon (which the prophet does not ex- 

refly foretell, but fuppofes, in the fpirit of prophecy, as what was 
actually to be ‘effested,) did not fully take place till about 130 years 
after the delivery of this prophecy: and the Medes, who are ex- 
prefly mentioned chap, xiii. 17. as the principal agents in the over- 
_ throw of the Babylonian monarchy, by which the Jews were re- 
leafed from that captivity, were at this time an inconfiderable peo- 
ple ; having been in a ftate of anarchy ever fince the fall of the 
great Ailyrian empire, of which they had made a part, under Sar 
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danapalus; and did not become a kingdom under Deioces till about 
the 17th of Hezekiah. 

¢ The former part of this prophecy.is. one. of the mof beautiful 
examples, that can be given, of elegance of ccmipofition, variety 
of imagery, and fublimity of fentiment and diétion, in the pro- 
phetic ftyle ; and the latter part confifts of an Ode of fupreme and 
fingular excellence. | , 

¢ The prophecy opens with the command of God to gather to- 
gether the forces which ‘he had deftined to this fervice ; v. 2, 3. 
Upon which the prophet immediately hears the tumultuous noife 
of the different nations crowding together to his ftandard ; he feeg 
them advancing, prepared to execute the.divine wrath; v. 4, 5. 
He proceeds to de{cribe the dreadful confequences of this vifitation ; 
the confternation which will feife thofe that are the objeés of it ; 
and transferring unawares the fpeech from himfelf to God, v. 11. 
fets forth, under a variety of the moft ftriking images, the dread- 
ful deftruétion of the inhabitants of Babylon, which will follow ; 
Yxtir-16. and the everlafting defolation to which that great city 
is doomed ; v. 17—22. 

‘¢ The deliverance of Judah from captivity, the immediate eon- 
fequence of this great revolution, is then fet forth, without being 
much enlarged upon, or great!y amplified: chap. xiv. 1,2. This 
introduces, with the greateft eafe, and the: utmoft propriety, the 
triumphant Song on that fubject ; v. 4—28. The beauties of which, 
the various images, {cenes, perfons introduced, and the elegant 
tranfitions from one to another, I fhall here endeavour to point 
out in their order; leaving a few remarks upon particular paflages 
ef thele two chapters, to be given after thefe general obfervations 
on the whole. 

¢ A chorus of Jews is introduced, exprefling their furprife and 
aftonifhment at the fudden downfall of Babylon, and the great re- 
verfe of fortune that had befallen the tyrant, who, like his prede- 
cefiors, had oppreffed his own, and harraffed the neighbouring 
kingdoms. ‘Thefe opprefled kingdoms, or their rulers, are repre- 
fented under the image of the fir-trees and the cedars of Libanus, 
frequently ufed to exprefs. any thing in the political or religious 
world, that is fupereminently great and majeftic: the whole earth 
fhoateth for joy; the cedars of Libanus utter a fevere taunt over 
the fallen tyrant ; and boaft their fecurity, now he is no more, 

¢ The fcene is immediately changed ; and a new fet of perfons 
js introduced; the regions of the dead are laid open, and Hades is 
reprefented as roufing up the fhades of the departed monarchs ; 
they rife from their thrones to meet the king of Babylon at 
his coming; and infult him on his being reduced to the fame 
low eftate of impotence and diffolution with themfelves. This ie 
one of the boldeft profopopoeias, that ever was attempted in poetry ; 
and is executed with aftonifhing brevity and perfpicuity, and with 
that peculiar force, which in a great fubject naturally refults from 
both. The image of the flate of the dead, or the Infernum Poe- 
ticum of the Hebrews, is taken from their cuftom of burying, 
thofe at leaft of the higher rank, in large fepulchral vaults hewen in 
the rock, Of this kind of fepulchres there are remains at Jeru- 
falem now extant; and fome that are faid to be the fepulchres of 
the kings of Judah. See Maundrell, p.76. You are to form to 
yourfelt an idea of an immenfe fubterranean vault, a vaft gloomy 
éavern, all round the fides of which there are cells to receive the 
dead bodies ; here the deceafed monarchs lie in a diftinguifhed fost 
pet. 4) : ; 5 P +g? ry of 
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of fate, fuitable to their former rank, each on his own couch, 
with his arms befide him, his fword at his head, and the bodies of 
his chiefs and companions round about him. See Ezek. xxxii. 27, 
On which place fir John Chardin’s MS. note is as follows: «En 
Mingrelie ils dorment tous leur epée fous leurs tétes, & leurs aue 
tres armes a leur cote; & on les enterre de mefme, leurs armes pofées 
de cette fagon.”” Thefe illuftrious thades rife at once from their 
couches, as from their thrones; and advance to the entrance of 
the cavern to meet the king of Babylon, and to receive him with 
infults on his fall. 

‘ The Jews now refume the fpeech; they addrefs the king of 
Babylon as the morning-ftar fallen from heaven, as the firft in 
fplendor and dignity in the political world, fallen from his high 
ftate: they introduce him as uttering the moft extravagant vaunts 
of his power and ambitious defigns in his former glory ; thefe are 
ftrongly contrafted in the clofe with his prefent low and abject con- 
dition. 

‘ Immediately follows a different fcene, and a moft happy image, 
to diverfify the fame fubjeét, to give it a new turn and an additional 
force. Certain perfons are introduced, who light upon the corpfe 
of the king of Babylon, caft out, and lying naked on the bare 
ground, among the common flain, juft after the taking of the city; 
covered with wounds, and {0 disfigured, that it is fome time before 
they know him. ‘They accoft him with the fevereft taunts, and 
bitterly reproach him with his deftruétive ambition, and his cruel 
ufage of the conquered ; which have defervedly brought upon him 
this ignominious treatment, fo different from that which thofe of 
his rank ufually meet with, and which fhall cover his pofterity with 
difgrace. 

? To complete the whole, God is introduced, declaring the fate 
of Babylon, the utter extirpation of the royal family, and the total 
defolation of the city ; the deliverance of his people, and the de- 
ftruétion of their enemies ; confirming the irreverfible decree by 
the awful fanction of his oath. 

¢ 1 believe it may with truth be affirmed, that there is no poem 
of its kind extant in any language, in which the fubjeé is fo well 
laid out, and fo happily conducted, with fuch a richnefs of inven- 
tion, with fuch variety of images, perfons, and diftinét aétions, 
with fuch rapidity and eafe of tranfition, in fo {mall a compafs, as 
in this Ode of Ifaiah. For beauty of difpofition, ftrength of co- 
Jouring, greatnefs of fentiment, brevity, perfpicuity, and force of 
expreflion, it ftands among all the monuments of antiquity unri- 
valled.’--- 

‘ yo. Yea the ftars of heaven—] The Hebrew poets, to exprefs 
happinefs, profperity, the inftauration and advancement of ftates, 
kingdoms, ‘and potentates, make ufe of images taken from the 
moft ftriking parts of nature, from the heavenly bodies, from the 
fun, moon, and ftars ; which they defcribe as thining with increafed 
{plendor, and never fetting ; the moon becomes like the meridian 
fun, and the fun’s light 1s augmented fevenfold ; fee If. xxx. 26. 
new heavens and a new earth are created, and a brighter age com- 
mences. On the contraty, the overthrow and deftruction of king- 
doms is reprefented by oppofite images ; the ftars are obfcured, the 
moon withdraws her light, and the fun fhines no more; the earth 
quakes, and the heavens tremble; and all things feem tending to 
their original chaos. See Joel xi- 10, iii. 15, 16. Amos Viil, 9. 
Matth. xxiv. 29. and De S, Poef. Hebr. Pral, vi. and ix. 
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ax, Iwill vifit the world] That is, the Babylonith empire; ag 
% osmayeevn, for the Roman empire, or for Judea: Luke xi. 1. Aéts xi. 
28. So, univerfus orbis Romanus, for the Roman empire; Sal- 
vian lib, v. Minos calls Crete his world; ‘* Creten, qua meus eft 
orbis.” Ovid. Metam. viii. 99.°— 

* 14. They thall look—] ‘That is, the forces of the king of Ba- 
bylon, deftitute of their leader, and all his auxiliaries, collected 
from Afta Minor; and other diftant countries, fhall difperfe, and 
fice to their refpective homes. 

‘15. Every one that is overtaken---] That is, none fhall efcape 
from the flaughter; neither they who flee fingly, difperfed, and in 
confufion ; nor they who endeavour tomake their retreat in a more 
regular manner, by ‘forming compact bodies; they fhall all be 
equally cut off by the fword of the enemy.’— 

* Who fhall hold filver of no account] That is, who fhali not be 
induced, by large offers of gold and filver for ranfom, to fpare the 
lives of thofe whom they have fubdued in battle: their rage and 
crueity will get the better of all fuch motives. We have many ex- 
amples in the Iliad and in the Aineid of addreffes of the vanquifhed 
to the pity and avarice of the vanquifhers, to induce them to fpare 
their lives.” 7En. x. 526. ‘It is remarkable, that Xenophon makes 
Cyrus open a fpeech to his army, and in particular to the Medes, 
who made the principal part of it, with praifing them for their dif- 
regard of riches. Avdveg Mundo, war wavles be wagorlec, ym ipac ada capwe 
art ure yenpelov Ssopcevos cuv excos eLnadele—** Ye Medes, and others who 
now hear me, 1 well know, that you have not accompanied me in 
this expedition with a view of acquiring wealth.” Cyrop. Lib. v. 

. * Their bows fhall dafh---] Both Herodotus, 1. 61. and Xenophon, 
Anab. iii, mention, that the Perfians ufed large bows; roZe ueyara s 
and the latter fays particularly, that their bows were three cubits 
Jong ; Anab. iv.. They were celebrated for their archers: fee chap. 
xxi}. 6. Jer. xlix. 35. Probably their neighbours and allies, the 
Medes, deait much in the fame fort of arms. In Pfal. xvili. 35. 
and Job xx. 24. mention is made of a bow of brafs; if the Perfian 
bows were of metal, we may eafily conceive, that with a metalline 
bow of three cubits length, and proportionably ftrong, the foldiers 
might dath and flay the young men, the weaker and unrefifting part 
of the inhabitants, (for they are joined with the frit of the womb. 
and the children,) in the general carnage on taking the city.’— 
_ € And Babylon] The great city of Babylon was at this time rif- 
ing to its highth of glory, while the prophet Ifaiah was repeatedly 
denouncing its utter dettruction. From the firft of Hezekiah to the 
firft of Nébuchadnezzar, under whom it was brotght to the highe& 
Megree of ftvength and fplendor, are about 120 years, I will here 
very briefly mention fome particulars of the greatnefs of the place, 
and note tne feveral fteps by which this remarkable prophecy was at 
Jength accomplifhed in the total ruin of it. 
_ © It was, according to the loweft account given of it by ancient 
hiftorians, a regular fquare, forty-five miles in compals, inclofed 
by a wall two hundred foot high, fifty broad ; in which there yere 
a hundred gates of brafs. Its principal ornaments were the temple 
of Belus, in the middle of which was atower of eight ftories of 
building, upon a bafe of a quarter of a mile fquare 5 a moit magni- 
ficent palace ; and the famous hanging gardens; which were an are 
tificial mountain, raifed upon arches, and planted with trees of the 
Jargeft, as well as the moft beautiful forts. 
| § Cyrus 
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¢ Cyrus took the city, by diverting the waters of the Euphrates» 
‘which ran through the midft of it, and entering the place at night 
by the dry channel. The river, being never reftored afterward to 
its proper courfe, overflowed the whole country, and made it little 
better than a great morafs: this and the great flaughter of the in- 
habitants, with other bad confequences of the taking of the city, 
-was the firft ftep to the ruin of the place. The Perfian monarchs 


ever regarded it with a jealous eye; they kept it under, and took~ 


care to prevent its recovering its former greatnefs, Darius Hyftaf- 
pis not long afterward moft feverely punifhed it fora revolt, greatly 
‘depopulated the place, lowered the walls, and demolifhed the gates: 
Xerxes deftroyed the temples, and with the reft the great temple of 
Belus. Herod. iii. 159: Arrian. Exp. Alexandri, Lib. vii. The 
-building of Seleucia:on the Tigris exhaufted Babylon by its neigh- 
-bourhood,.as well: as by the immediate lofs of inhabitants, taken 
“away by Seleucus to people his new city. Strabo, Lib. xvi. A king 
of the Parthians foon after carried away into flavery a great num- 
ber of the inhabitants, and burnt and deftroyed the moft beautiful 
parts of the city. Valefii Excerp. Diodori, p. 377. Strabo (ibid,) 
fays, that in his time great part of it was a mere defert: that the 
‘Perfians had partly deftroyed it; and that time, and the negleé& of 
the Macedonians, while they were mafters of it, had nearly com- 
pleted its deftruction. Jerom..(in loc.) fays, that in his time it was 
quite.in ruins, and that the walls ferved — for the inclofure of 
a park or foreft for the king’s hunting. odern travellers, who 
have endeavoured to find the remains of it, have given but a very 
unfatisfaétory account of their fuccefs: what Benjamin of Tudela 
and Pietro della Valle fuppofed to have been fome of its ruins, Ta- 
_vernier thinks are the remains of fomelate Arabian building. Up. 
“on the whole, Babylon is fo utterly annihilated, that even the place, 
where this wonder of the world ftood, cannot now be determined 
»with any certainty. See alfo note on chap. xiii. 14. 
‘ We are aftonifhed at the accounts which ancient hiftorians of 
the beit credit give, of the immenfe extent, highth, and thicknefs 
‘of the walls of Nineveh and Babylon: nor are we lefs aftonithed, 
when we are affured, by the concurrent teftimony of modern tra- 
vellers, that no remains, not the leaft traces, of thefe. prodigious 
_works are now to be found. Our wonder will, I think, be mode- 
_rated in both refpects, if we confider the fabric of thefe celebrated 
walls, and the nature of the materials of which they confifted. 
Buildings in the Eaft have always been, and are to this day, made 
of earth or clay mixed, or beat up, with ftraw to make the parts 
cohere, and dried. only inthe fun. This is their method of mak- 
“ing bricks. See note on chap. ix. 9. The walls of the city were 
built of the earth digged out on the fpot, and dried upon the place; 
by which means both the ditch and the wali were at once formed ; 
‘the former furnifhing- materials for the latter. That the walls of 
Babylon were of this kind is well known; and Berofus exprefsly 
fays, (apud Jofeph. Antiq. x: 11.) that Nebuchadnezzar added three 
new walls both'to the old and new city, partly of brick and bitu- 
men, and partly of brick alone. A wall of this fort muft have a 
great thicknefs in proportion to its highth, otherwife it cannot 
ftand. The thicknefs of the walls of Babylon is faid to have been 
one fourth of their highth ; which feems to have been no more thar 
‘was abfolutely neceflary. Maundrell, {peaking of the garden walls 
of Damaicus ; ** they are, fays he, of a very fingular ftruéture. 
They are built of great pieces of earth, made in the tafhion of brick, 
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and hardened in the fun, In their dimenfions they are two yards 
long each, and fomewhat more than one broad, and half a yard 
thick.” And afterwards fpeaking of the walls of the houfes ; “ From 
this dirty way of building they have this amongft other inconveni- 
ences, that upon any violent rain the whole city becomes, by the 
wathing of the houfes, as it were a quagmire.” p.124. Whena 
wall of this fort comes to be out of repair, and is neglected, it is 
eafy to conceive the neceflary confequences; namely, that in no 
long courfe of ages it muft be totally deftroyed by the heavy rains, 
and at length wafhed away, and reduced to its original earth.’ 

¢ Chap. xiv. s. And will yet choofe Ifrael.] Thatis, will dill regard 
Tfrael as his chofen people ; however he may feem to defert them, by 
giving them up to their enemies, and feattering them among the 
mations. Judah is fometimes called Ifrael: fee Ezek. xiii, 16. Ma- 
Jach. i. . ii. 21, but the name of Jacob, and of Hrael, ufed appa, 
rently with defign in this place; each of which name includes the 
twelve tribes ; and the others circumftances mentioned in this and 
the next verfe, which did not in any complete fenfe accompany the 
return from the captivity of Babylon; feem to intimate, that this 
whole prophecy extends its views beyond that event.’— 

¢ 19~~-hike the tree abominated---] That is, as an objeé of 
abomination and deteftation, fuch as the tree is on which a malefac- 
tor has been hanged.---Lignum, fuper quo fuit aliquis fufpenfus, 
cum fufpendiofo fepelitur.---Maimon. apud Cafaab. in Baron. Exer, 
xvi. ane 34. num. 134. Agreeably to which Theodoret, Hift. Eccl. i. 
37, 18, in his account of the finding of the crofs by Helena, fays, 
that the three crofles were buried in the earth, near the place of our 
Lord's fepulchre.’ | 

In this pafflage his lordfhip does not concern himfelf wit 
the truth of the ftory, relating to the difcovery of the crofs, 
but only quotes Theodoret, as mentioning the cuftom of the 
Jews burying their crofies. The ftory is indeed, from the 
filence of Eufebius, and many circumftances attending it, ex- 
tremely fuspicious, or rather an abfolute fiion, Vid. Salmaf. 
Epift. de Cruce. : 

¢ a5. Tocrufh the Affyrian---on my mountains} The Affyrians 
and Babylonians are the fame people: Herod. i. 199, 200. Baby- 
lon is reckoned the principal city in Affyria: ibid. 178. Strabo fays 
the fame thing ; lib. xvi. fub init. ‘The circumftance of this judge- 
ment’s being tq be executed on God’s mountains is of importance ; 
#t may mean the deftruction of Senacherib’s army near Jerufalem ; 
and have ftill a further view: compare Ezek. xxxix. 4. and fee 
Lowth on this place of Ifaiah.” 


Every reader of tafte and learning, we are perfuaded, will 
he pleafed with thefe extratts; efpecially as they relate to a 
book of great importance in the Chriftian world: we fhall there- 
fore make no apology for the length of them. 
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Political and philofaphical Speculations onthe diftinguifbing Charafe- 
rifiics of the present Century; and of the State of Legiflation, Military 
Eftablifoments, Finances, and Commerce, in Europe: with o- 
cafional Refle@ions on the probable Effe@s of American Ixdepen« 
dency, By Mr.-Linguet. Small Sve. 13. Fielding and 
Walker. 


Tes little work contains a tranflation of a part of the 

Annales Politiques, Civiles, et Literaires du i18ieme Siecle, 
written by Mr. Linguet, and is particularly diftinguifhed for in- 
genious and firiking fentiments on a variety of fubjeds, all 
which are of a public and ‘interefting nature. ft begins with 
an animated view of the ftate and political conduét of the coun~ 
tries in the feveral quarters of the world. 


‘ The prefent century, fays our author, has already given 
birth to a variety of unforefeen and fiagular events of every kind. 
The minority of Lewis the X Vth. devoted to a feries of ruinous 
fpeculations which were fo much felt throughout the remainder 
of his reign ; the creation of Raflia, if we may be allowed fhe 
expreffion, by a legiflator who may himfelf be {aid to have arifer 
felf-created, and the revolutions which in Jater years have at 
different times fhaken its throne without impeding its progrefs 
to improvement ; the fudden elevation of Pruffia, and the fuc- 
cefs with which an ele&tor of Brandenburgh has fupported a 
fhock which was fo fatal to Lewis the XI Vth ; the formation of 
a new imperial howfe, amidft a feries of wars undertaken with a 
view to deftroy it; the reconciliation of the two hoafes of Bour- 
bon and Auftria; the fuppreffion of the Jefuits, which in what- 
ever light we view it, feems to merit a place amongft the re- 
markable events of the prefent century ; the humiliation of Po- 
Jand, and the partition of ten of its provinces, undertaken with 
the preateft tranquillity by three neighbouring powers, and 
viewed feemingly with an eye of indifference by the reft of 
Europe ; laftly, the revolt of the Americans, and their preten- 
fions to independency ; all thefe will be fo many objeés cal- 
culated to excite the wonder of pofterity. But before we at- 
tempt to fpeculate on the effects which thefe events may be ex. 
pected to produce, let us inquire into the ftate of the world at the 
very moment in which we are writing. } 

‘ Beginning with Europe, we fee France in a ftate of he- 
miliation from a feries of external loffes and difafters ; and tor- 
mented within by that kind of fatigue which is infeparable from 
great exertions ; preferving its weight in the balance of En- 
rope, rather from the confideration arifing from its extenfive 
domains, than from its having any claims to the title of a great 
power ; loaded with an immenfe national debt, which is 
day accumelating, and becoming more and more an obftacle ‘to 
the refources which an able minifter might hope to meet with 
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in that kingdom ; the chief of thefe refources are, perhaps, to 
be fought for in the youth and tractable difpofition of the 
fovereign ; | 

-.* England, no fooner arifen to the: meridian of glory and 
power, than it begins to experience the ills that refult from 
them ; overwhelmed, .as it were, by its greatnefs.and conquetts ; 
expofed to all the horrors of a civil war, under a prince who 
is univerfally admired for the natural lenity of his temper; and 
tothe ravages of luxury, notwithftanding the -pattern of fim- 
phicity which this fame. prince exhibits to his fubjeéts ; necef- 
fitated, whatever may be the fuccefs of the American war, to. 
fee from the prefent hour in her children only fo many inexorable 
enemies or redoubtable. flaves; paying, by the moft enormous 
taxes for the honour of holding the firit . in Europe, and by 
‘the lofs of its morals, for that of being the repofitory of almoft 
all the gold of the globe; enjoying however, notwithftanding 
the inconceivable riches of individuals, only of an imaginary 
national wealth ; a wealth, which may in one moment be de- 
flroyed, and leave to its poffeffors only the melancholy feelings 
of regret, corruption, civil animofities, and defpotifm ; 

* Italy, reduced to nothing, or at leaft to the enjoyment of a 
delicious climate and the reliques of its ancient magnificence, 
under a government which owes its prefent weaknefs to the lenity 
it has fo long adopted ; | 

© Spain, affording only a great name and the fhadow of its 
former power; a fhadow which is flill fpread over a greater por- 
tion of the globe than was ever ander the dominion of the C2fars, 
but which will foon give way to the influence of liberty if the 
Americans fhould preferve it ; | 

* Germany, on the eve of a revolution which for more than 
three centuries has taken place around it, and labouring to ac- 
celerate the moment in which its -prefent foedal ftate will give 
way.to an abfolute monarchy, under which its princes will be 
confidered only as peers of the Imperial court, or as its chaplains ; 

‘-Sweden, juft delivered from an ariftocracy, which, like all 
ariftocratic governments was humiliating and defpotic; and 
feeking for protection in the abfolute authority of one man againit 
the inconveniencies of limited and divided power, it being better 
at any rate to be under one tyrant than many ; 

‘ Poland, imbibing from ms wounds a principle of adiivity, 
which will perhaps bring with it more real flrength than it ever 
derived from its ftate of, feeming fecuritys; and waiting only for 
an hereditary fovereign to aftonifh, perhaps to terrify its neigh. 
bours, and to avenge itfelf one day or other, at their ex, 
pence, for the humiliation into which it feems juft now to be 
fallen ; , ee aa 
_ © Proffia and, Rufia, rifing flates, exhibiting, like Hercules 
from. the cradle, a degree of ftrength, which 1s feldom to.be 
met with in infancy, and having to. fear oaly from the prema- 
ture vigour they feem to announce, and which cannot fail to ex- 
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cite the jealoufy and envy of their neighboues. The latter of 
thefe, Ruffia, affords us a very extraordinary view of four fuc- 
ceflive female fovereigns, all of them glorious, and more efpee 
cially the reigning emprefs. A proof this, that the Salic laws 
are as abfurd as they are unjuft. The talents for adminiftration 
may be common to both fexes; and councils and fupport being 
effentially neceflary to fo elevated a ftation, a female fovereign 
will naturally feek for them in the oppofite fex. Every throne 
therefore from which women are excluded, will be influenced by 
their intrigues, whereas thofe to which they have a right of fuc- 
ceffion will be fupported by men: but weth this effential differ- 
ence, that the favourite to whom the male crown chances to be 
fubje€ted, having arifen to this afcendency through the channel 
of vice and intrigue, and being tempted by-the uncertainty of 
her fituation to be rapid in her acquifitions, never fails to dif- 
grace the reign in which fhe governs: whereas, a woman who 
is confecrated by the royal unétion, is direéted by nobler views ; 
confcious of the legitimacy of her elevation fhe derives from it 
a dignity of fentiment; and her own perfonal intereft attaches 
her to the intereft of her fubje&ts. She enjoys more feelingly, 
and perhaps better, than a man would do, the glory the derives 
to herfelf and the nation, becaufe lefs was expected from her. 
In fhort, the tafte of her fex for great things, and the idea of its 


weaknefs, render her fo much the more ftudious to diftinguith 
and countenance merit.’ 


Mr. Linguet’s obfervations on Afia and Africa difcover the 
fame remarkable ftrain of philofophical reflexion; but, what 
is moft calculated to excite regard, is the author’s fpeculations 
on the confequences that would refult from the independency 
of America. The fpirited and agreeable manner in which 
this interefting fubje& is treated, will, we doubt not, render 
the following quotation acceptable to every reader. 


‘ The fate of the American colonies being now fubmitted to 
the decifion of arms, it would be to no purpofe to inveftigate 
the juftice of theirclaims to independency. ButI could with to 
inquire of politicians in either hemifphere, whether they have 
ferioufly reflected on all the effe&ts which fuch an independency 
may be expected to produce. M 

‘ In the firft place, will not the fuccefs of the Americans be 
an endlefs fource of divifions amongft themfelves? From what 
we know of the human mind, ambition and a love of power wiil 
foon begin to actuate the operations of the congtefs and pro- 
vincial afiemblies. In ali ariftocratic governments there is 
more of the parade, but perhaps lefs of the reality of patriotifm 
than under an abfolute monarch. The example of feven little 
provinces near the Zuiderzee, which have preferved unity afier 
fuccefs, and freedom notwithftanding their wealth, is by no 
means applicable to the vait aud almoft boundlefs extent of the 
American colonies. * Holland, deriving not only the luxuries 
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bat even the neceflaries of life from other countries, would feern 
to be reftrained from corruption by the frugal hand of nature 
herfelf ; but this is noc the cafe with America; nor have the 
Americans the fame motives to revolt.that formerly influenced 
the Dutch, who were groaning under the moft opprefiive ty- 
ranny. Nor will they, like the Dutch, be able to maintain one 
common intereft and an unity of plans and operations; but will 


find a thoufand objefis for rivalthip arifng the moment their . 


independency becomes acknowledged, and their commence free 
and uninterrupted. In fhort, without having had occafion for, 
or perhaps without producing a Bratus, they will foon meet with 
a Cafar, and will then feelingly regret under the weight of a na- 
tional defpotifm, the yoke of a diftant government which had 
ftrength f{ufficient to protect, though it was too weak to opprefs 
them. | | | 

‘ In the next place, the fir manceuvre of the Americans as 
independent ftates, will be to open an. afylum to Enropeans ; 
and this will be an endlefs fource of emigration from the old to 
the new world, ‘The crowd of aétive and refilefs minds, whom 
the hopes of a better fortune, and the dawn of liberty in a rifing 
ftate, may attract to the wefiern hemifphere, will not fail to mul- 
tiply the feeds of diforder there ; they will carry with them their 
vices, their avidity, their averfion to repofe as well as to ufeful 
labour, and their facility to adopt new projye@&s. In fhort, they 
will be found to afford more accomplices to the ambition of a 
tyrant, than ufefu) promoters of agriculture and commerce. 

* But this is not all. It is well known how baneful fuch 
tran{plantations are to the generation which experiences them 3 
and they will be more efpecially fo im America, where culti« 
vation 1s already exten over the beft and moft fertile parts 
of the continent. The new camers will be admitted only to the 
refufe of the ancient inhabitants, and of courfe will be obliged 
to take up their. abode on fome unfraitful foil, or in thofe fwamps 
which are fo fatal to the, ftranger. And here the emigrants, 
weakened by a change of nourifhment and climate, and op- 
prefied by penary ad difeafe, will foon be rendered odious by 
their complaints, and fufpicious by their murmurings, till at 
length they will ficken and die, lamenting the error that drew 
them to fo inhofpitable a fhore. Their pofterity will probably 
be few in number, fo that although Europe will have loft, Ame- 


rica will be hardly faid to have gained them: and the former 


being in this manner evacuated, and having conftantly thofe 
fifcal charges to fupport, with which the preceding reigns will 
not have failed to load their pofterity, the contributions muft 
neceflarily be increaled in proportion as the number of’ contri- 
butors ts dimintfhed ; and who knows to what cataftrophes this 
anfortunate remnant may be reduced by an excefs of mifery and 
opprefiion ? e. 

* Suppofing however thefe Speculations to ‘be ill founded, 
and that the new world fhould be able to procure from its i 
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ftock a population, which fhall not materially affe& the reft of 
the univerfe, ftill it muft be acknowledged, that America, when 
well peopled, will no longer have any occafion for the pro- 
duétions or affiftance of Europe, Its climate, modified even in 
its rudeft parts by the hand of labour, and rendered profitable 
in others by an induftrious cultivation, will foon enable it: to 
difpenfe with the dangerous and fatiguing commerce of our 
feas. Its inhabitants, furrounded by feas which abound with 
fith ; mafters of the richeft mines; in the neighbournood of the 
Weft Indies ; and performing in two months, with winds that 
are conftantly in their favour, voyages which are always tedious, 
and very often dangerous, to European fhips; receiving with- 
out trouble, and without danger, on the one hand fugar, in- 
digo, and the moft delicious fruits; and on the other fpices, 
recious ftones, and fine linen; and thus drawing to them the 
riches and luxuries of the two hemifpheres, will foon become 
the mafters of our deftiny. It will be then from the neceflity 
of things that we fhall depend on them, more than ever they 
depended on us, through the rage, or if you will, the wifdom of 
our prohibitive laws. It will be no longer by Cairo or the 
Cape of Good Hope, that we fhall procure the treafures of 
Africa, or the perfumed produdtions of Afia; but from fac- 
tories eftablifhed in the feas of America—And alas ! what retura 
fhall we be able to make for thefe things to the lords of Brazil, 
and the proprietors of Peru? : : 

¢ But their abounding with gold and diamonds will be far 
from conftituting the whole of their fuperiority over us; they 
will add to thefe, all the powers which ftates, as well as indi- 
viduals, derive from the vigour of youth and a confcioufnefs of 
profperity. Their fplendor being the effect of a rapid revo- 
Jution ; and not having paffed through the flow and almoft im- 
perceptible gradations which have marked the rife of other na- 
tions, they will find themfelves on a fudden in the full poffefiion 
of maturity, and this, with all the energy of a youthful con- 
ftitution. Even their inteftine divifions will perhaps have the 
falutary effect of preventing the too fpeedy progrefs of cor- 
ruption amongft them. 

‘ Then, they will foon aim at. crufhing the languid powers 
of Europe: they will come to aftonifh and conquer their con- 
fufed metropolis, deploring in indigent old age the ingratitude 
of her children; or if they fhould not deign to avenge the evils 
fhe occafioned to their predecefiors, fhe will owe her fafety to 
her weaknefs. She will not be conquered by them becaufe fhe 
will be no longer an object worthy of fubjeGtion. The rude and 
barbarous {tate iato which fhe will be fallen, will ferve only to 
difguft the poffeffors of the mof brilliant empire the art of po- 
litics has as yet given birth to. 

‘ The time of fuch a revolution is unceftain; but it will be 
inevitable if America fhould become flourifhing and independeny 
We leave to the politicians of Europe to determine how far rea- 
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fon and juftice and humanity will permit them to accelerate et 
retard its accomplifhment.—They are to judge too whether the 
prefent generation in concurring towards it, will avoid more ills 
than they render certain to pofterity ; ; whether it is ftill in their 
power to prevent.it; and whether our minifters, abforbed in 
their little fpeculations of the day, have not been too inattentive 
to a revolution which would feem to be more interefting and cri- 
tical, than any which the annals of the world can prefent us with 
from the time of its civilization.’ 


Upon the fuppofition of American independency, thefe ob- 

fervations feem to be no lefs juft than ingenious ; but, perhaps, 
there is at prefent more improbability that fuch an event will 
take place, than there might be at the time when the author 
wrote thefe remarks. At any rate, the confequences above 
fuggefied muft be confidered as a diftant profpeé&t ; and there 
is reafon to think that fhould it eyer be realized, the event 
will prove far from advantageous to Europe in general, as 
well as to the nation moft effentially interefted to oppole the ef- 
forts of American ambition. 

Our author’s remarks on the prefent ftate of legiffation in Eu- 
rope are particularly fevere. Heobferves, that, except Pruffia, 
Sardinia, and Ruffia, the fovereigns of which have attempted 
‘fome improvements, there is hardly perhaps one nation that 
has.a. code of laws founded on refiexion, or which is agreeable 
either to reafon or humanity. His opinion of the militasy 
eftablithments in Europe is almoft equally unfavourable to the 
policy on which they are founded. 

On the fubje& of finances we meet with the following paf- 
fage, which favours more of farcaftic petulance than eh as and 
candid reflexion. 

¢ Clear, fimple taxes, the produce and extent of which might 
have been eafily flated, would have been too alarming, to the 
fabjeét. Were it propofed to an individual to give up a quar- 
‘ter of his poffeffions to his fovereign, he would confider the pro- 
. pofer as a plunderer and a tyrant. The aim of minifters has 
therefore been to levy, by duties ona thoufand different articles, 
a fum of money, which would terrify the people were it to be 
' colle&ted by a fingle tax. Jhe aét of parliament by which a 
new (ax is impofed, ferves to flifle difcontent; and thus the 
‘pockets of the fubje&t, in the courfe o: every year, are infenfidly 
drained of half their revenue. Jn this ingenious manceuvre, 
which is fo infulting to the human mind, confifts the whole {e- 
cret of financing.’ . 


Thefe Speculations in general abound with good fenfe, as 
well as refined obfervations, though, in fome inftances, -the 
author appears to be too much influenced 7 ingenuity and 
novelty of reflexion. 


de 
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An Account of the Scarlet Fever and Sore Throat, or Scarlatina 
Angina; particularly as it appeared at Birmingham ia the 
Year 1778. By William Withering, M.D. 8v0. 15. Od. 
Cadell. r 


THE prefent alarming frequency, if not the novelty, of this 
difeafe in the weftern parts of England, renders it an ob- 
je worthy the particular attention of all who are engaged in 
medical praQiice ; and we are therefore glad to find that its 
nature, and the method of cure, are inveftigated with fo much 
precifion in the treatife now before us, which contains an 
account of the difeafe as it appeared at Birmingham, in the 
year 1778. Its invafion at that place happened about the 
middle of May ;. and in the beginning of June, the diforder 
increafed in many of the towns and villages in the neigh- 
bourhood. It was preceded by fome cafes of the genuine 
ulcerated fore throat, and accompanied in its courfe through 
the fummer by the hooping-cough, the meafles, the fmall- 
pox, and feveral inftances of the true quinfy. It continued 
with unabating force and frequency to the end of Oober ; 
though it varied in fome of its fymptoms as the air became 
more cold. In the beginning of November it was rarely met 
with, but towards the middle of that month, when the tem- 
perature of the air changed, it refumed in great meafure the 
fame appearances, which it had diftinguifhed it in the former 
part of the year. 
But it is neceflary that we prefent our readers with the 
author’s defcription and hiftory of the difeafe. 


‘ It affected children,’ fays he, ‘ more than adults; but 
feldom occurred in the former under two years of age, or in the 
Jatcer when more than fifty. In children the number of boys 
and girls that fuffered from it was nearly equal, but in adults 
the number of female patients confiderably exceeded that of the 
male; probably becaufe the former were more employed in at- 
tendance upon the fick,. and confequently more expoled to the 
infection. 

‘On the firft feizure the patients feel an unufual wearinefs, or 
inaptitude to motion; a dejection of fpirits, and a flight forenefs. 
or rather ftiffnefs in the throat; with a fenfe of ftraitnefs in the 
mufcles of the neck and fhoulders as if they were bound with 
cords. Ina few hours chilly fits take place, genesaliy alternating 
with flufhing heat; but at length the heat prevails altogether. 
The patients now complain of flight head-aches, and tranfitory 
fits of ficknefs. They pafs a reftlefs night, not fo much from 
pain, 2s from want of inclination to fleep. 

‘ The next day the forenefs in the throat increafes, and they 


find a difficulty ia fwallowing, but the difficulty feems lefs oc- 
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cafioned by the pain excited in the attempt, or by the ftraitnefs 
of the paffage, than by an inability to throw the neceflary mufcles 
into aétion. A total difrelifh to food takes place, and the fick- 
nefs frequently arifes to a'vomiting. ‘The breathing is fhort 
and often interrupted by a kind of imperfe& figh. The kin 
feels hot and dry, but not hard; and the patients experience 
frequent, fmall, pungent pains, asif touched with the point of a 
needle. ‘Fowards evening the heat and reftleffnefs increafe; the 
breath is hot and burning to the lips; thirft makes them wifh to 
drink, but the tendency to ficknefs, and the exertions neceflary 
to frequent deglutitions are fo unpleafant, that they feldom care 
to drink much atatime. This night is paffed with ftill greater 
Inquietude than the former. Jn the morning the face, neck, 
and breaft, appear redder than ufuul; in a few hours this rednefs 
becomes univerfal, and increafes to fuch a degree of intenfity, 
that the face, body, and limbs, refemble a boiled Jobtter in 
colour, and are evidently fwollen. Upon preffure the rednefs 
vanifhes, but foon returns againe ‘The tkin is fmooth to the 
touch, nor is there the leat appearance, of pimples or puftules. 
The eyes and noftrils partake more or lefs of the general rednefs 
and in proportion to the intenfity of this colour in the eyes, the 
tendency :o’delirium prevails. ; 

‘ Things continae nearly in this flate far two or three days 
longer, when the intenfe fearlet gradually abates, a brown 
colour fucceeds, and the fkin becoming rough, peels off in [malt 
branny icales. The tumefaétion fubfides at the fame time, and 
the patients gradually recover their frength and appetite. 

¢ During the whole courfe of the fever, the pulfe is quiek, 
fmal]l, and uncommonly feeble. The bowels regular in their 
difcharges, ‘The urine {mall io quantity, but fcarcely differin 
in appearance from that of a perfon inhealth. The fubmaxil- 
lary glands are generally enlarged, and rather painful when 
prefled by the fingers. 

* The tongue is red and moift, at the end and at the fides, but” 
drier in the middle, and more or lefs covered with a vellowith 
brown mucus. “Fhe velum pendulum pala:i,- the uvula, the 
tonfils, and the gullet as far as the eye ¢an reach, partake the 
general rednefs and tumefaion. TI never faw any real ulceration 
in thefe parts, but fometimes collections of thick mucus, parti- 
cularly on the back of the eefophages, greatly refembling the 
Specks or floughs in the putrid fore throat, but thefe are eafily 
wafhed away by any common gargle.—After the fever ceafes, 
it is not uncommon to have abfceffes form -on one or both fides 
of the neck under the ears, but the matter eafily difcharges icfeif 
through the raptured teguments, and they heal in a few days 
without mach trouble. —— 

‘ The above is a picture of the gifeafe in its moft ufuat appear- 
ance; bur it too frequently’ affumes a much more fatal form. 

‘ In children, the delirium commences in a few hours after the 
‘Erft feizure. The &cfi is idtenfely hot; the fcarlet colour ap- 
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pears on the firft or fecond day, and they die very early on the 
third. 

‘ In others who furvive this rapid termination, when the fearlet 
turns to brown, and you would expeét their recovery, the pulfe 
till remains feeble and quick, the fkin becomes dry and harfh, 
the. mouth parched, the lips chopped and black; the tongue 
hard,.dry, and dark brown, the eyes heavy and funk; they exprefs 
an averfion to all kinds of food, and extreme uneafinefs upon 
every the leaft motion or difturbance. Thus they lie for feveral 
days, nothing feeming to afford them any relief. At length a 
clear amber-coloured matter difcharges in great quantities from 
the noftriis, or the ears, or both, and. continues fo to difcharge 
for many days. Sometimes this difcharge has more the appear- 
ance of pus, mixed with mucus, Under thefe circumftances 
when the patients do recover, it is very flowly; but they gene- 
rally linger for a month or fix weeks from the firft attack, and 
die at length of extreme debility. 

‘In adults, the rapidity of the fever, the delirium, &c. is fuch 
that they die upon the fourth or fifth day, efpecially if a purging 
fupervenes. Some furvive to the eighth, or to the eleventh day ; 
in al] thefe the throat is but little affe€ted: the eyes have an un- 
common red appearance, not that ftreaky rednefs which is evi- 
dently occafioned by the vefféls of the cornea being injected with 
red blood, but an equable fhining rednefs, refembling that which 
we remark in the eye of a ferret. But notwithflanding this 
morbid appearance in the eye, the flrongeft light is not offenfive. 
This appearance may often be difcovered, by lifting up the upper 
eyelid, {ome hours before it fhews itfelfin the part of the eye 


\ 


 ahat js ufually vifible, and it is of fome confequence to attend to 


this circumitance, as it greatly iafluences the event of the 
Cale. 

* Befides the full {carlet colour defcribed above, there are fre- 
‘quently {mall circular fpots of a livid colour about the breaft, 
knees and elbows. The patients are extremely refilefs, cla- 
mourous, and defirous to drink; but after {wallowing one or 
two mouthfuls, upon taking another, feem to forget to fwallow, 
aod let it ran out at the corners of the mouth; whilit others fpurt 
3t out with confiderable force, and are very angry if urged to 
drink again. In thefe cafes, the fcarlet colour appears very foon 
after the attack, but.in an unfertled and irregular manner; large 
blotches of red, and others of white intermixed and often chang- 
ing-places. The pulfe from the very beginning fo quick, fo 
feeble, and fo irregular, that it is hardly poffible to count it for 
half a minute at a time. It is needlefs toadd, that the greater 
part of thofe who laboured under thefe dreadful fymptoms died. 
A few recovered, and others fell intoa flate of debility bordering 
upon ideotif{m, from which they were refcued by time aad 
generous living,’ 

Such was the difeafe during the hot months, but in OQober - 

“the fcarlet colour of the fkin became lefs frequent, as well as 
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“continued a fhorter time. In many patients this fymptom . 


could not be obferved; but in others, efpecially adults, a few 

{mall red pimples, with white pellucid heads, appeared on the 
more tender parts of the fkin. The infide of the throat was fo 
much tumefied, as to render deglutition difficult and painful; and 
in fome the difeafe was evidently propagated down the trachea. 
From the throat and noftrils were occafionally difcharged large 
quantities of vifcid mucus and purulent-like matter, which in 
fome was accompanied with white or afh-coloured floughs, that 
had been feparated from the fauces and tonfils. Under this 
autumnal appearance, the fever generally had a favourable 
termination on the fifth, eighth, or eleventh day, but was 
fometimes protracted to a much later period by the formation 
of Jarge and painful abfcefics. 

After delivering the fentiments of various medical authors 
on the Scarlet Fever, Dr, Withering proceeds to fpecify the 
diagnoftic fymptoms of the difeafe; a diftin€tion the more ne- 
_ceflary, as this diforder bears a refemblance to fome others of 
the febrile kind, from which however it differs in refpe& to 
-the method of cure. 

The author has made fome ingenious remarks on the caufes 
and nature of the difeafe, fo far as they tend to elucidate the 
curative indications; and he has given his opinion of the latter 
‘with great judgement, under a variety of heads, of which we 
fhall lay before our readers a few of the moft important, 


‘Broop-tettinc. Plenciz and Navier advife us to ufe the 
lancet. The former in more general practice, but the latter 
confines it to cafes wherein the inflammatory fymptoms run very 
‘high. He directs to bleed in the arm, but in cafe of delirium 
‘Or coma, to open the jugular vein. 

‘ Our own countryman Morton, fays we fhould not bleed 
without evident reafon. 

‘ Indeed fuch was the ftate of the pulfe with us during the 
fummer months, that I never faw a cafe in which blood was 
taken away: nor would it be eafy to conceive with what view 
the boldeft, or the moft ignorant practitioner would have dared 
to attempt it; for in thofe cafes where the inflammation upon 
the furface is very great, the lofs of blood can only contribute 
‘to the further depletion of the larger veflels, and thereby increale 
the debility and ‘faintnefs which already exift in a molt alarming 
degree; for the {mall veffels accumulating the blood more in 
confequence of their own ation, than from the pulfe of ths 
heart, would not be affected by the ufual mode of blood letting ; 
and the extent of the inflammation is-much tco great to allow 
us to have recourfe to topical bletdings. 

Sometimes where the fiery rednefs of the eyes and the flate 
of delirium feemed to demand the application of leeches to the 

temples, 
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temples, I have feen them applied; but never with any good 


“effet. In one inftance where the conftant rejeion of every thing 


that was {wallowed, even fimple water, and the pain in the 
fiomach during the efforts, feemed to indicate an inflammation 
in that organ, b!ood was taken away, notwithftanding the feeble- 
nefs of the pulfe. The blood was fizy. The bleeding was re- 
peated; but no very evident advantage accrued to the patient. 
i think therefore we may conclude that when the fcarlet colour 
upon the fkin is intenfe, we cannot expe to benefit either from 
topical or general bleedings. 

¢ In the autumn when the fcarlet colour of the fkin was feldom 
very intenfe, and often did not appear at all, the tumefaction 
of the fauces was generally much greater, and the pulfe coo- 
fiderably more firm. In this cafe, if the patient was threatened 
with fuffocation, if violent head-ache, or if peripneumonic 
fymptoms pointed out the expediency of blood-letting, it was 
fometimes done; but ftill with lefs advantage than one would 
have expected in almoft any other fituation; and fimilar fymptoms 
in other patients were much more effectually relieved by 

©Vomitinc. Jt is very remarkable that neither Navier nor 
Plenciz, after having entered. more particularly into the method 
of cure than any other writers, have never fo much as mentioned 
the ufe of emetics.—— Vomiting feems to be the remedy of nature: 
it ftands foremof in her efforts to throw off the caufe of the 
difeafe: it moft amply fulfils the indications arifing both from 
a confideration of the caufe and of the effects. If we want to 
diflodge a poifon from the fauces, and the mucous membrane of 
the nofe, and to prevent its defcent to the ftomach, how fhall 
we do it fo effectually as by emetics? if the poifon already ating 
upon the nervous fyitem, deftroys the equilibrium of the circu- 
lating powers, how can we fo readily reftore that equilibrium as 
by emetics? Does not the experience of every day confirm their 
efficacy in a variety of diforders dependant upon local con- 
geftions? 

‘ But not to proceed further with queftions that cannot fail to 
be anfwered in the affirmative, I will venture to affert that the 
liberal ufe of emetics, is the true foundation for fuccefsful prac- 
tice in the fcarlet fever and fore throat. 

* In the very firft attack, a vomit feldom fails to remove the 
difeafe at once—if the poifon has begun to exert its effects upon 
the nervous fyilem, emetics ftop its further progrefs, and the 
patients quickly recover. If it has proceeded ftill further and 
occafioned that amazing action in the capillaries, which exilts 
when the fca:let colour of the fkin takes place, vomiting never 
fails to procure a refpite to the anxiety, the faintneis, the de- 
lirium. 

‘ /n autumn when the throat was more affected; when the 
tumesaction of the fauces was fuch that the patients couid not 
fwall.w but with the utmoft difficulty: when the peripneamonic 

E 4 fy inp 








56 Withering’s Account of the Scarlet Fever and Sore Threat. 


fymptoms threatened fuffocation, and bleeding with-held its ac- 
cuftomed aid; an emetic opened the gullet, and unloaded 
the lungs, fo that deglutition became eafy, and refpiration 
free. 

« But it is neceffary to add, that a vomit only fufficiently ftrong 
to evacuate the contents of the ftomach, is by io means adequate 
to thefe effe&ts. The vomit muft be powerful, and in ordinary 
cafes repeated once in forty-eight hours. ‘The patients never 
fail to exprefs the relief they find after the operation, and the 
phyfician foon difcovers it in the countenance and in the pulfe. 
As to the formule of emetics the praétitioner may vary it as he 
pleafes; but I generally combine the tartar emetic with the ipe- 
‘cacuanha, that the purgative property of the one may be ob- 
viated by the naufeating quality of the other, at the fame time 
that I with to fecure a certain violence of action upon the 
fyftem. 

Purcinc. I confider the a€tion of purgatives as altogether 
repugnant to the curative indications in this difeafe. If the poifon 
is received into the fyftem in the manner I fufpedt; the operation 
of a purge, inftead of difcharging it, can only promote its dif- 
fufion along the alimentary canal—but waving that confideration, 
Jet us enquire what benefit can be expected from purgatives. 
Their moft obvious operation is the emptying of the guts, and 
thereby leffening the tenfion of the abdominal mufcles. But we 
have fhewn that the anxiety, the debility, the faintnefs, are in 
a great meafure owing to the want of fullnefs in the larger blood- 
veffels; and a want of preflure upon them will produce the fame 
effects, Hence the neceflity of bandage when we haftily remove 
the water in an afcites—through the whole courfe of the difeafe, 
the belly is in general very regular in its difcharges; but if a 
purging fpontaneoufly fupervenes, the patients fink fo amazingly 
fait, that it is not within the reach of art to fupport them. 
Under thefe circumftances I have known a perfon fo little in- 
cifpofed as to dine below ftairs one day, and yet upon a a purg- 
ing fupervening, to die before the next day noon. Sauvage 


after a vomit advifes purges; but he adds that the patients very 
often died,’ 


The treatife concludes with fix cafes, which are diftinly 
related, and afford ftrong proof of the author’s judicious at- 
tention to the progrefs of this difeafe, become peculiarly inte- 
refting, not only from its daily advancement over the circum- 


ambient counties, but from the dangerous dilorders by which 
it is frequently fucceeded. 


The 
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The Prafice of Navigation, on a New Plan: by means of a Qua- 
drant of Difference of Latitude aud Departure; and an ealfy and 


true Method of bringing Departure into Difference of Longitude, 


and vice verfa, without the Use of a Variety of Nautical Tables, 
or any Knowledge in Trigonometry : the whole calculated to inflru® 
the moft common Capacity in this ufeful Branch of Knowledge. By 
James Rymer, S. R. N. 4to. 55. boards. Evans. 


ME: James Rymer, S.R.N. (i. e. Schoolmafter in the 
"Royal Navy, we fuppofe) gives the following whimfical 
account of his work in the preface. 

© If this little treatife has any merit, the world will foon dif- 
cover it. If it has sone, it might be uncharitable to treat it 
with contempt. 

© I dedicate its utility to the young and ignorant; and fo- 
licit indulgence from men of fcience and genius. IfI pretended 
to raife its value by depreciating books which contain fyftems 
of mathematical navigation, I fhould hold myfelf guilty of ir- 
reverence and difrefpec&t to the memory of many great and 
worthy names. 

‘ Indeed I fhould do wrong to recommend, much more to 
extol it, any further than it proved of utility to myfelf, when 
the scheme firtt occurred to me. At that time, I had not the 
fmalleft fyftematical knowledge in navigation ; and often won- 
dered at my own ignorance, when I reflected upon the length 
of time I had been at fea. I had often heard them talk of 
difference of latitude and departure, allowance for leesway, va- 
tiation of the compafs, heave of the fea, the action of tides 
and currents, without in the leaft comprehending what was 
meant. All of a fudden, one day, at fea, I was determined, 
by fome means or other, to learn how to work a day’s work, 
and keep a reckoning. I got a Daily Affiftant, a Mariner’s 
Compafs, a Robertfon’s Elements, &c. and applied myfelf di- 


ligently for about two hours—when my head began to ach,. 


and my ideas became confufed: I put away the books—vaun’d 
—fcratch’d my temples—went to bed —rav’d—, and, the pre- 
fent work is the refult of the dreams of that night. Whoever 
doubts what I affert, does me an injury: but, as I allow of an 
univerfal toleration of belief and fentiment in all trivial matters, 
I can readily forgive it.’ 

From this uncommon kind of a preface, we were far from 
being prejudiced in favour of this little tra@; and on a 
peruial, had no reafon to quit our firft fufpicions of it. This 
new pian of Mr. James Rymer, S.R.N. confifts in a me- 
thod of folving the cafes of plain-failing by means of lines 
drawn on the faces of aquadrant, and ina method of tyrning 
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q eparture into difference of longitude, with a view to the fo- 
lu tion of the cafes in Mercator’s failing. - Each leg or radius of 
th, quadrant is divided into go equal parts, and from feveral 
Of F the points ef divifion in each radius, lines are drawn pa- 
raleel to the other radius on the face of the quadrant ; thefe 
lin s ferve to meafure the difference of latitude and departure 
by tracing them to the numbers on the tworadii. Between 
the fame points of divifion, feveral concentric quadrantal arcs 
are drawn; and, by tracing thefe to the edge or radius, is to 
be found the diftance of any point on the face of the quadrant 
from the center, which reprefents the diftance failed in any 
cafe. The outer arch of the quadrant is alfo divided in go 
equal parts for degrees, and into 8 equal parts for rhumbs, to 
the principal of which radii are drawn from the center of the 
quadrant; and thefe lines reprefent the track of the fhip on 
any courfe.—By means of all thefe lines then, it is evident that 
the cafes in. plain-failing may befolved by bare infpeétion, to 
a tolerable degree of nearnefs. 

His method of changing departure into difference of longi- 
tude, is this: he finds the middle latitude, and, by a table, 
how. many miles toa degree of longitude in that Jatitude ; alfa, 
according to this proportion, how many degrees of longitude 
anfwer to the miles in the departure. This method of efti- 
mating the longitude, is too erroneous to be depended on in 
practice, and therefore can be of little or no ufe. As 
to the method by the quadrant, for plain-failing, it is not 
more expeditious, nor nearly fo accurate, as a traverfe-table ; 
and therefore it can be of Hittle ufe in praglice. We would 
not, however, omit toremark, that the infpecion of this qua- 
drant may be ufeful to give beginners, in an eafy and familiar 
manner, a clear notion of the nature and cafes of plain- 


failing. 





A Vindication of fome Paffages in the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Chap- 
‘ters of the Hiftory of the Decline ana Fall of the Roman Empire. 
By the Author, 8v0, 25.6d. Cadell, 


R. Gibbon, in the latter part of the firft volume of his 
Roman Hiftory, treating of the progrefs of Chriftianity, 
very properly obferves, that its triumpti over the eftablithed re- 
ligions of the earth was owing to the convincing evidence of - 
the do¢irine itfelf, and to the ruling providence of its great 
Author. But immediately afterwards ne afligns five fecondary 
eaufes for this aftonifhing event, derived from the paifions of 
the human heart, and the general circumftances of mankind, 
By this conceflion fome of the frienus of Chriltianity conceived, 
tuat 
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‘that he had invalidated the evidence of its divine origin, and 


placed it on the footing of thofe impoftures, which have made 


‘their way in the world by human means, Others affirmed, 


that in his account of Chriftianity he had mifreprefented feveral 
ancient writers, and had been guilty of many inaccuracies in 
his quotations. ~Thefe charges have been brought againft 
him in a variety of Anfwers, Apologies, and Examinations. 
Under thefe circumftances Mr. Gidbon paid a proper at- 
tention to the manceuvres of the adverfary. ‘ I fent, he fays, 


for thefe publications ; for I have never affected, indeed I have 


never underftood the ftoical apathy, the proud contempt of 


‘criticifm, which fome authors have publicly profeffed... Be- 


fides the ftrong and natural impulfe of curiofity, I was prompted 
by the more laudable defire of applying to my own, and the 


public, benefit, the well-grounced cenfures of a learned adver- 


fary, and of correéting thofe faults, which the indulgence of 
vanity and friendfhip had fuffered to efcape without obferv- 
ation.’ 3 

One of his moft violent antagonifts on this occafion was Mr.' 
Davis, the author of a tract, entitled An Examination of the 
15th and 16th Chapters of the Hiftory of the Decline and Fall 
of the Roman Empire. This writer accufed Mr. Gibbon of 
perverting the ancients, and tranfcribing the moderns. Thefe 
were ferious imputations, affecting his credit as an hiftorian, 
and his reputation as a fcholar. In this publication he has 
therefore undertaken to vindicate his honour. The firft ar- 


ticle of impeachment, with the anfwer to it, is as follows : 


‘s The remarkable mode of quotation which Mr. Gibbon 
adopts muft immediately ftrike every one who turns to his notes. 
He fometimes only mentions the author, perhaps the book ; and 
often leaves the reader the toil of finding out, or rather gueffing 
at the paffage. ‘The policy, however, is not without its defign 
and ufe. By endeavouring to deprive us of the means of com- 

aring him with the authorities he cites, ke flattered himfelf, 
no doubt, that he might fafely have recourfe to mifreprefention.” 
Such is the ftyle of Mr. Davis; who, in an another place, men- 
tions this mode of quotation ** as a good artifice to efcape de- 
tection ;” and applauds, with an agreeable irony, his own labours 
in turning over a few pages of the Theodofian Code. 

‘L fhall not defcend to animadvert on the rude and illiberal 
ftrain of this paffage, and I will frankly own that my indignation 
is loft in aftonithment, ‘Tne fifteenth and fixteenth chapters of 
my hiftory are illuftrated by three hundred and eighty-three 
notes ; and the nakednefs of a few Notes, which are not ac- 
companied by any quotation, is amply compenfated by a much 
greater number, which contain two, three, or perhaps four dif- 
tinct references ; fo that upon the whole my flock of iy a8 
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which fupport and juftify my faéts cannot amount to lefs than 
eight hundred or athoufand. As I had often felt the incon- 
venience of the loofe and general method of quoting which is fo 
‘falfely imputed to me, I have carefully diftinguifhed the books, 
the chapters, the fections, the pages of the authors to whom I 
referred, with a degree of accuracy and attention, which might 
claim fome gratitude, as it has feldom been fo regularly prac- 
tifed by any hiftorical writers. And here I muft confefs fome 
obligation to Mr. Davis, who, by ftaking my credit and his own 
ona circumitance fo obvious and palpable, has given me fo 
early an opportunity of fubmitting the merits of our caufe, or 
at leaft of our characters, to the judgment of the public. Here- 
after, when I am fummoned to defend myfelf againit the impu- 
tation of mifquoting the text, or mifreprefenting the fenfe of a 
Greek or Latin author, it will not be in my power to communi- 
‘cate the knowledge of the languages, or the poffeffion of the 
books, to thofe readers who may be deftitute either of one or 
of the other, and the part which they are obliged to take be- 
tween aflertions equally ftrong and peremptory, may fometimes. 
be attended with doubt and hefitation. But in the prefent in- 
ftance, every reader who will give himfelf the trouble of con- 
fulting the firft volume of my Hiftory, is a competent judge of 
the queftion. I exhort, I folicit him to ran his eye down the 
columns of notes, and to count how many of the quotations are 
minute and particular, how few are vague and general. When 
he has fatisfied himfe!f by this eafy computation, there is a word 
which may naturally fugoeft itfelf; an epithet, which I fhould 
be forry either to deferve or ufe ; the boldnefs of Mr. Davis’s 
affertion, and the confidence of my appeal will tempt, nay, 
perhaps, will force him to apply that epithet to one or the 
other of the adverfe parties. 

« ] have confeffed that a critical eye may difcover fome loofe 
and general references; but as they bear a very inconfiderable 
proportion to the whole mafs, they cannot fupport, or even ex- 
cufe a falfe and ungenerous accufation, which muft refleét dif- 
honour either on the fubject or on the author of it. If the ex- 
amples in which I have ogcafionally deviated from my ordinary 
practice were {pecified and examined, I am perfuaded that they 
might always be fairly attributed to fome one of the following 

~yeafons. 1. In fome rare inftances, which I have never at- 
tempted to conceal, I have been obliged to adopt quotations 
which were expreffed with lefs accuracy than I conid have 
wifhed. 2. I may have accidentally recollected the fenfe of a 
paffage which I had formerly read, without being able to find 
the place, or even tranfcride from memory the preciie words. 
3. The whole tract (asin a remarkable infiance of the fecond 
Apology of Juflin Martyr) was fo fhort, that a more particular 
defcription was not required. 4. The form of the compofition 
fupplied the want of a local reference; the preceding mention 
’ of thé year fixed the paffage of the annalift, and the reader was 
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guided to the proper fpot in the commentaries of Grotius, Va- 
lefius or Godefroy, by the more accurate citation of their origi- 
nal author. 5. The idea which I was defirous of communicat- 
ing to the reader, was fometimes the general refult of the au- 
thor or treatife that I had quoted; nor was it poffible to confine, 
within the narrow limits Of a particelar reference, the fenfe or 
fpirit which was mingled with he whole mafs. Thefe motives 
are either laudable or at leaft innocent. In two of thefe ex- 
ceptions my ordinary mode of citation was fuperfluous ; in the 
other three it was impracticable.” 

The author illuftrates thefe remarks by fome examples, 
which for the fake of brevity we are obliged to omit. 

The following paragraph is worthy of notice, as it not only 
gives a proper account of a celebrated work, intitled, The. 
faurus Temporum Eufebii Pamphili, interprete Hieronymo, &c. 
but completely vindicates Mr, Gibbon againft the accufation 
of his adverfary, 


‘ A grofs blunder is imputed to me by this polite antagonift, 
for quoting under the name of Jerom, the chronicle which f 
ought to have defcribed as the work and property of Eufebius; 
and Mr.'Davis kindly points oat the occafion of my blunder, 
that it was the confequence of my looking no farther than Dad- 
well for this remark, and of not rightly underftanding his re- 
ference. Perhaps the hiftorian of the Roman empire may be 
credited, when he affirms, that he frequently confulted a Latia 
chronicle of the affairs of that empire; and he may the fooner be 
credited, if he fhews that he knows fomething more of this.chro- 
nicle befides the name and the title-page. 

‘ Mr. Davis, who talks fo familiarly of the Chronicle of Eu- 
febius, will be furprifed to hear that the Greek original no 
longer exifts. Some chronological fragments, which had fuc- 
ceflively paffed through the hands of Africanus and Eufebius, 
are ftill extant, though in a very corrupt and mutilated ftate, 
in the compilations of Syncellus and Cedrenus. They have 
been collected, and difpofed by the labour and ingenuity of 
Jofeph Scaliger; but that proud critic, always ready to applaud 
his own fuccefs, did not Hatter himfelf, that he had reftored the 
hundredth part of the genuine Chronicle of Eufebius, ‘** Ex eo 
(Syncello) omnia Eufebiana excerpfimus quz quidem deprehen- 
dere potuimus ; que, quanquam ne centefima quidem pars eorum 
effe videtur que ab Eufebio relicta funt, aliquod tamen. juftum 
volumen explere poffunt.” (Jof. Scaliger Animadverfiones in 
Greca Eufebii in Thefauro Temporum, p. 4015. Amftelod. 1658. 
While the chronicle of Eufebius was perfeé& and entire, the fe~ 
cond book was tranflated into Latin by Jerom, with the fret- 
dom, or rather licence, which that voluminous author, as well 
as his friend or enemy Rofinus, always aflumed. ‘* Plurima in 
vertendo mutat, infulcit, pracerit,”’ fays Scaliger himfelf, in the 
Prolegomena, p. 22. In the perfecution of Aurelian, i 
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has fo much offended Mr. Davis, we-.are able to diitinguifh the 
work of Eufebius from that of Jerom, by comparing the ex-' 
preffions of the Ecclefiaftical Hiftory with thofe of the Chronicle. 
The former affirms, that, towards the end of his reign, Aure- 
lian was moved by fome councils to excite a perfecution againft 
the Chriftians ; that his defign occafioned a great and general 
rumour; but that when the letters were prepared, and as it 
were figned, divine juftice difmiffed him from the world. Hy 
Tick Perass we cov Ovewrypeov xo” HAWY EYELPELY CovERtvEITO™® IWoAUS TE NY 6 Tape 
THI’ Dips TLTY Aoyoce pEAAovT ae oe non “26 ooysdov esmreby Tass nad naw 
ypcymueory vToonuepevoy, Jee mereiow dixne Eufeb. Hift. Ecclef. 
1. vii. c. 30. Whereas the Chronicle relates, that Aurelian was 
killed after he had excited or moved a perfecution againft the 
Chriftians, ** cum adverfum nos perfecutionem moviflet.” 

‘ From this manifeft difference [ affume a right to affert ; 
firft, the expreffion of: the chronicle of Jerom, which is always 
proper, became in this initance neceflary ; and fecondly, that 
the language of the fathers is fo ambiguous and incorreét, that 
we are at a lofs how to determine how far Aurelian had carrjed 
his intention, before he was affaflinated. [ have neither perverted 
the fact, nor have I been guilty of a grofs blunder.’ 


An obfervation, which has been already mentioned, is very 
properly illuftrated by Mr. Gibbon in the following extra& : 


¢ After a fhort defcription of the unworthy conduét of thofe 
apoftates who, in a time of perfecution, deferted the faith of 
Chrift, I produced the evidence of a Pagan proconful, and of 
two Chriftian bifhops, Pliny, Dionyfius of Alexandria, and Cy- 
prian. And here the unforgiving critic remarks, ‘* that Pliny 
has not particularized that difference of conduct (in the different 
apoftates) which Mr. Gibbon here defcribes: yet his name ftands 
at the head of thofe authors whom he has cited on the occafion. 
It is allowed indeed that this diftin@ion is made by the other 
authors; but as Pliny, the firft referred to by Mr. Gibbon, gives 
him no caufe or reafon to ufe shem,” (1 cannot help Mr. Davis’s 
bad Englifh) ** it is certainly very reprehenfible in our author, 
thus to confound their teftimony, and to make a needlefs and 
improper reference.” 

« A criticifm of this fort can only tend to expofe Mr. Davis’s 
total ignorance of hiflorical compofition, The writer who afpires 
to the name of hiftorian, is obliged to confult a variety of origi- 
nal teftimonies, each of which, taken feparately, is perhaps im- 
perfect and partial. By a judicious.re-union and arrangement 
of thefe difperfed materials, he endeavours to form a confiltent 
and interefting narrative. Nothing ought to be inferted which 
is not proved by fome one of. the witneffes; but their evidence 
maft be fo intimately blended together, that as it is unrea- 
fonable to expe that each of them fhould vouch for the whole, 
fo it would be impoffible to define the boundarics of their re- 
S{pective property. f Neither Pliny, nor Dionyfius, nor Cyprian, 
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mention all the circumftances and diftinctions of the condué& of 
the Chriftian apoftates ; but if any of them was withdrawn, the 
account which I have given would, in fome inftance, be de- 
fective. 

‘ Thus much I thought neceffary to fay, as feveral of the 
fubfequent mifreprefentations of Orofius, of Bayle, of Fabricius, 
of Gregory of Tours, &c, which provoked the fury of Mr. 
Davis, are derived only from the ignorance of this common 
hillorical principle.’ 

Having, in a variety of inftances, repelled the furious, and, 
as he calls them, the feeble attacks of Mr. Davis, the author 
thus proceeds to the reft of his antagonifts, 

‘If I am not miftaken, Mr. Apthorpe was the firft who an- 


nounced to the public his intention of examining the intereft- 
ing fubject which I had treated in the two laft chapters of my 


‘Hiftory. The multitude of collateral and acceffary ideas which 


prefented themfelves to the author infenfibly fwelled the bulk of 
his papers to the fize of a large volume in octavo ; the publication 
was delayed many months beyond the time of the firft advertife- 
ment; and when Mr. Apthorpe’s Letters appeared, I was fur- 
prifed to find, that I had fcarcely any intereft or concern in 
their contents. They are filled with general obfervations on 
the ftudy of hiftory, with a large and ufeful catalogue of hifto- 
rians, and with a variety of refleétions, moral and religious, all 
preparatory to the direét and formal confideration of my two laft 
chapters, which Mr. Apthorpe feems to referve for the fubje& of 
a fecond volume. I fincerely refpect the learning, the piety, 
and the eandour of this gentleman, and moft confider it as a 
mark of his efteem, that he has thought proper to begin his 
approaches at fo great a diftance from the fortifications which he 
defigned to attack. 

¢ When Dr. Watfon gave to the public his Apology for 
Chriftianity, in a feries of letters, he addreffed them to the au- 
Chor of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, with a juft 
confidence. that he had confidered this important object in a 
manner not unworthy of his antagonift or of himfelf. Dr, Wat- 
fon’s mode of thinking bears a liberal and philofophical caft; his 
thoughts are expreffed with fpirit, and that fpirit is always tem- 
pered by politenefs and moderation. Such is thé man whom I 
fhould be happy to call my friend, and whom/l fhould not 
blufh to call my antagonift. But the fame motives which might 
tempt me to accept, or even to folicit, a private and amicable 
conference, difluaded me from entering into a public controverfy 
with a writer of fo refpeCtable a character; and I embraced the 
earlieft opportunity of exprefling to Dr. Watfon himfelf, how 
fincerely I agreed with him in thinking, ** that as the world is 
now poffefled of the opinion of us both upon the fubjeé in 
queftion, it may be perhaps as proper for us both to leave it in 
this tate.” 

: ‘ The. 
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The author vindicates himfelf againft this polite and in- 
genuous adverfary, in one or two inflances, and then goes on 
in this manner : 


¢ Far be it from. me, or from any faithful hiftorian, to im- 
pute to refpectable focieties the faults of fome individual mem- 
bers. Our two univerfities moft undoubtedly contain the fame 
mixture, and moft probably the fame proportions, of zea! and 
moderation, of reafon and fuperftition. Yet there is much lefs 
difference between the fmoothnefs‘of the lonic and the rough- 
nefs of the Doric diale&, than may be found between the po- 
lithed ftyle of Dr. Watfon, and the coarfe language of Mr. 
Davis, Dr. Chelfum, or Dr. Randolph. The fecond of thefe 
critics, Dr. Chelfum of Chrift Church, is unwilling that the 
world fhould forget that 4e was the firlt who founded to arms, 
that he was the firft who furnifhed the antidote to the poifon, 
and who, as early as the month of O&ober of the year 1776, 
weet his Stri€tures on the Two Jaft Chapters of Mr. Gib- 

on’s Hiftory, The fuccefs of a pamphlet, which he modeftly 
fiyles imperfe&t and ill-digefted, encouraged him to refume the 
controverfy. In the beginning of the pretest year, his Remarks 
made their fecond appearance, with fome alteration of form, 
and a large increafe of bulk: and the author, who feems to 
fight under the proteétion of two epifcopal banners, has prefixed, 
in the front of his volume, his name and titles, which in the for- 
mer edition he had lefs honourably fuppreffed. His confidence 
is fortified by the alliance and communications of a diffinguifbed 
writer, Dr. Randolph, &c. who, on a proper occafion, would, 
no doubt, ‘be ready to bear as honourable teftimony to the merit 
and reputation of Dr. Chelfum. The two friends are indeed fo 
happily united by ert and nature, that if the author of the Re- 
marks had not pointed out the valuable communications of the 


Margaret profeflor, it would have been impoffible to feparate 


their refpective property. Writers who poffefs any freedom of 


mind, ‘may be known from each other by the peculiar character 


of their flyle and fentiments: but the champions who are in- 
lifted in the fervice of authority, commonly wear the uniform 
of the regiment. Oppreffed with the fame yoke, covered with 
the fame trappings, they heavily move along, perhaps not with 
an equal pace, in the fame beaten track of prejudice and prefer- 
ment. Yet I fhould expofe my own injuftice, were 1 abfolutely 
to confound with Mr, Davis the two dottors in divinity, who 
are joined in one volume. The three critics appear to be ani- 
mated by the fame implacable refentment againft the hiftorian 
of the Roman empire: they are alike difpofed to fupport the 
fame opinions by the fame arts; and if in the language of the 
two latter the difregard of politenefs is fomewhat lefs grofs and 
indecent, the difference is not of fuch a magnitude as to excite 
jn my breaft any lively fenfations of gratitude. -It was the mis- 
fortune of Mr. Davis that he undertook to write before he had 


sead. He fet out with the ftock of authorities which: he found 
in 
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i my quotations, and boldly ventured to play his reputation 
againft' mine. Perhaps he may now repent of a lofs which is 
not eafily recovered; but if I had not furmounted my almoft in 
fuperable relu€tance to a public difpute, many a reader might 
ftill be dazzled by the vehemence of ‘his affertions, and might 
ftill believe that Mr. Davis had deteéted feveral wilful and im- 
portant mifreprefentations in my two laft Chapters. But the 
confederate doctors appear to-be fcholars of a higher form and 
longer experience; they enjoy a.certain rank in their academi- 
cal world; and as their zeal is enlightened by fome rays of 
knowlege, fo their defire to ruin the credit of their adverfary is 
occafionally checked by the apptehenfion of injuring their own. 
Thefe reftraints, to which Mr. Davis was a.ftranger, have con- 
fined them to a very narrow and humble path of hiftorical cris 
ticifm ;, and if I were to correct, according to their wifhes, all 
the particular faéts againft which they have advanced any ob- 
jections, thefe correétions, admitted in their fulleft extent, would 
hardly furnifh materials for a decent lift of errata,’ | 


In a poft(cript the author takes notice of an anonymous 
pamphlet, which was. publifhed again{t his Hiftory in the 
courfe of the laft fummer, under the title of A Few Remarks, 
&c. bya Gentleman. But his animadverfions are confined to 
a few pages; ashe obferves, that ‘ the heavy mift of preju- 
dice and fuperftition,: which has in a great meafure been dif- 
pelied:by the’free enquiries of the prefent age, ftill continue to 
involve the’ mind of his adverfary; that he fondly embraces 
‘thofe phantoms (for inftance an imaginary Pilate) which can 
fearcely find a fhelter in the gloom of an Italian convent; 
and that the refentment which he points again{t Jim, might 
frequently be extended to the inoft enlightened of the proteftant, 
or, in his opinion, of the heretical critics.’ 

The admirers of our excellent hiftorian cannot fail of being 
extremely pleafed with this mafterly Vindication. 





FOREIGN ARTICLES, 
Corn. Wilh. de Rhoer, [i et Advocati Groningo Omland. Difer- 


tationes de Effedtu Religionis Chrifttane in Furi/prudentiam Romanam. 
Fafciculus Primus. 8vo. Groninge. 


(THAT Chriftianity has influenced the Roman legiflation, is ge~ 
‘nerally known ; but to take an accurate furvey of the caufes 
and effects of this influence, requires not only an intimate acquaint- 
ance with the legal polity of the Rotnan ftate, and with hiftory, 
but alfo a long and laborious inveftigation. This tafk has been fuc- 
cefsfully performed in the prefent work, whofe author has blended 
the fruits of a well-digefted and extenfive erudition, with the refult 
of profound meditation. He accordingly deferves the attention of 
lawyers, hiftorians, and politicians, 
Vou. XLVI. Fan. 1779. F He 
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He has divided his work intoa number of Differtations, of whick 

fix are now publifhed in this firft- volume, and the remainder re- 
ferved for future publication. 
_ The firft Differtation contains a Preliminary Difcourfe on the In- 
fluence of Religion on States in general, and on the Influence of 
Chriftianity in particular. Among the Romans, religion operated 
rather on the conftitution of ‘the {tate than -on private laws, The 
Romans feparated morality and religious rites, and confidered the 
latter as the bands of civil Society, The Chriftians, onthe contrary, 
segarded morality preferably to rites. Hence the averfion of the 
Romans to the Chriftians, 

The fecond Differtation treats of fuch laws enaéted by. Conftan- 

tine the Great, and his fucceflors, as did, or did not, originate in 
Chriftianity. : 
' The alterations. fucceffively made in the laws, from religious 
principles, ‘were fometimes dictated by fuch different opinions con- 
cerning morality and church-difcipline, as happened then‘to pre- 
vail ; fometimes by retrofpetcts on the former fate of the Chriftians ; 
and fometimes by political views, concealed by the emperors under 
the matk of religious purpofes. ! 

When the feat of the empire was transferred to Conftantinople, 
that new metropolis was, by degrees, infected with ‘Perfiah ‘man- 
ners ; and the emperors were, after the fafhion of thePerfian court, 
adored, and ftyled divinities. Chriftianity. was indeed at Conftanti- 
nople more able to counteract the defpotifm then prevailing, than 
it had formerly been at Rome, where the influence of the Chriftian 
religion was more confined ; yet that réligion could not prevent 
or ‘mitigate the feverity of the penal laws increafed by defpotifm, 
It even happened to increafe the rigour of fome punifhments, as 
the clergy applied the laws of Mofes to Chriftianity. Some {pe- 
cies of punifhment, fuch as crucifixion, and gladiatory combats, 
were abolifhed or commuted by Chriftianity. The laws againt 
aftrologers, thieves who robbed graves, and thofe concerning the 
mitigation of imprifonment, arofe from hiftorical reafons derived 
from Chriftianity. Conftantine increafed the authority of the clergy; 

and mitigated the power of fathers over their children, from poli- 
tical views. Fhe emperors often founded their laws on that of 
‘Mofes, or on other parts of the Bible, and often expreffed them in 
fcriptural words. 
The third Differtation treats of the Power of the Clergy, and of 
its Influence on Legiflation. It is remarkable, that the Jaws were 
not inferted by the emperors into their codes, till after they had 
been revifed and amended by fynods. The Chriftian clergy had 
therefore a more powerful influence on civil government than the 
clergy of any other religion. They applied the ecclefiaftical con- 
. ftitution of the Jews to themfelves, and ‘claimed fome peculiar pre- 
rogatives as granted them by:God. ‘Theirauthority was fupported 
by prevailing ignorance and fuperftition, Our author thinks with 
_Montefquieu, the authority of the clergy hurtful to republics, but 
very. ufeful to monarchies. bordering on.defpotifm. Thus the clergy, 
in the Roman empire, fupply the want of fundamental laws, as 
appears from the inftance of Ambrofius, and the injurreétion at 
Theffalonica 5; yet the clergy have unjuttly been charged with every 
evil and mifchief, though it-ought rather to have been revered for 
having interwoven the love due to our fellow-creatures with the 
fyftem of civil laws, Neither were the clergy fo ignorant pagent. 
- 0 
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of politics, as it has often been imagined. They have, indeed, by 
degrees, fubftituted Chriftian fimplicity to political refinements, 
and thus made civil government more confonant to the fpirit of 
Chriftianity. Their jurifdiétion often prevented bad defigns of fo~ 
vereigns and their minifters. By their cenfura morum, they purged 
the Roman law of the remains of paganifm, fuch as brothels, pro- 
hibited books, magical arts, games, &c. If from a prejudice of 
the unlawfulnefs of thedding blood, be | often fcreened criminals 
from capital punifhment, their interceflion as often fupported the 
poor and weak againft the powerful and great. 

The fourth Differtation treats of that natural Equality of Men 
and Citizens, introduced by.Chriftianity into the Roman Law. No 
part of Chriftian ethics ‘has had a greater influence on thofe laws, 
pat that concerning our duties to our fellow-creatures, and efpe- 

ially the love we owe them. This appears‘from the laws of Chriftian 
fovereigns ; hence the rife of the laws in favour of the poor, the 
fick, and orphans; Jaws procured by the clergy: to widows too; 
and minors, feveral immunities were granted. Servitude was miti- 
ated ; emancipation promoted by the clergy; the rights of the 
female fex, regarding hereditary fucceflions, marriage, &c. were 
increafed : but whether illegitimate children were gainers or lofers 
‘by thefe revolutions, is ftill matter of doubt. The limitation of 
paternal power was rather effected by ethics than by Chriftianity. 
' The fifth Differtation treats of the Civil State of thofe who dif- 
fented from the prevailing Religion both among the Romans and 
the Chriftians. The religion of the Romans was interwoven with: 
‘their political conftitution, and rather regarded their temporal in- 
terefts ; they thought that every nation ought to have her own na- 
tional gods, who were occafionally worfhipped even by the Romans 
thémfdives on their journies. They confidered their own gods as 
benefa&tors, whom they obtruded on no other nation or individual. 
They tolerated all men, except’ atheifts, whom they deemed bad 
and.dangerous citizens. The Chriftians having no fuch national 
gods, were miftaken for atheifts by the Romans, and perfecuted 
accordingly. The Chriftians, in their turn, afterwards adopted 
the fame principles, and perfecuted heretics. The Romans, in to- 
derating other religions, confidered whether the votary of any fo- 
reign religon performed the duties of an honeft man ; which, they 
fuppofed would be done by every worthipper of any national gods. 
The:Chriftians, on the contrary, thought none but Chriltians ac- 
quainted with the duties of an hone man. As Chriftianity fpread 
farther, the hatred to all herefies increafed, and was zealoufly in- 
flamed by the clergy. When virtue afterwards became an objeét 
of civil laws, religious and civil duties were confounded. The 
chief objects of the Roman law, were Jews, Heathens, and Here- 
tics. The Jews were treated with greater feverity under Chriftian 
fovereigns ; and many laws, relating to marriage, adultery, inca- 
acity for public employments, were enacted to their prejudice. 
The ecclefiaftical laws were yet more fevere. They were, however, 
ifuffered to retain their own fabbath, their own judges, and patri- 
' archs. Before the reign of Juftinian, it was already thought law- 
‘fal entirely to extirpate heathenifm, though many fecret heathens 
remained even at court. Juftinian forbade them to teach philo- 
fophy. Heretics were firft mentioned by the Chriftian Roman le- 
giflation ; but herefy was, under different emperors, very diffe- 
xently defined, The laws enacted by fuch emperors as were themfelves 
Fz deemed 
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deemed heretics, were expunged in both codes. . Herely-was_pu- 
nithed as a crime of offended divine and human majefty; an 
every tranfgreflion of the will or laws of the fovereign were re- 
ferred to this head. The principle of the Jewith polity were applied to 
the. determination of the punifhment et herefy ; the heretics -were 
accufed of fedition and witchcraft, and burnt, together witlt their 
books. The. hatred againft them was encreafed. by the commo- 
tious and trouble which arofe from differences concerning religious 
tenets. The ftate, was yet further emvroile!, when the chiefs of 
the church began to empiocy the force ai arms, Heretics were con- 
fidered as aliens and ftrangers, and of courfe excluded from all the 
rights of citizens. | 
The fixth Diflertation treats of the Influence of Chriftianity on 
Marriage Laws. Here our author enters on the confideration of the 
laws relating to particular objeéts. The Romans had confidered 
marriage as a merecivil inftitution ; the Chriftian fovereigns on the 
contrary, referred it to. religion :. the influence of the clergy on 
thefe laws proved afterwards hurtful. _Betrothings became now ‘per- 
feétiy obligatory, and marriage more facred.and more indiffoluble. 
The prorogatives attributed by the clergy to celibacy, induced the 
Chriitian fovereigns to repeal the ancient penal laws againit celi- 
bacy, at the periuation of the interefted clergy. Wiaidowhood be- 
came more refpected, and fecond marriages became odious to the 
legifiature. With regard to the probibited degrees, the Chriftian 
legiflators adopted both the Mofaicand the Roman laws. As both 
thefe laws happened. to. coincide .on. this head, the Chriftian legif- 
lators. had no occafion to change the Roman laws in this refpect. 
Divorces were only more limited by Conftantine ; and perfons of 
unequal ;anks were allowed to intermarry. 
Though all thefe obfervations cannot be pronounced new and 
original, they are here judicioufly collected, digefted, and arranged. 
The ttyle is frequently dry, and fometimes obfcure. : 


Se a ya Sr caemieadl 


La Richefe de Hollande, 2 Vols. 4to.. Londres, 


‘THE firft volume of this ufeful work treats of the commereé and 

navigation of Holland, and their progrefs from the earlief times 
to the peace of Weftphalia; when they had arrived at an anrazing 
height; of the prefent fiate of the Dutch commerce, and the 
caufes of its former uncommon extent and profperity. The fe- 
cond volume contains a minute and accurate enquiry into the 
eaules of the decline of that commerce in latter times, and inte the 
means by which it might be recovered. 

The extent and importance of the commerce cf Holland during 
its. firit period, feem rather to have been exaggerated by our author, 
who attempts to prove, that Holland was already a flourithing trading 
nation before it became-a fovereign republic. In the next feétion 
he difplays the rapid increafe of its commerce and navigation, the 
rife of its powerful. Eaft India Company, the acquifition of their 
dilftant fettlements, and the fpreading, of the Dutch flag overall 
the feas. 

The moft flourifhing period of their Eaftt India Company was the 
time of the conclufion of the peace ef Weftpbalia. At that-time 
the ftock of the proprietors yielded them annually 22 per cent. on 
an average, But thefe dividends almoit continually he im 
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Jdtter times. From 1649 to 1684, they yielded only 17355 from 
1721 to 1756, they rofe to 204 ; and from 1756 to 1774; ian fell 


to 1533 per cent. 

The numberof Dutch veffels employed in the herring-fithery, 
amounted in 1601 to 1500 3 in 1735 it had decreafed to 250; in 
1747 tO 3003 in 1773 to 163; and in 1775 this branch of fifhery 
would have been entirely abandoned, if the {tates general had not 
decreed a bounty of 500 florins to every veffe] employed in it. 

The whale-fithery is here very minutely defcribed. In former 
times from 160 to 200 veflels were employed in it, It now employs 
about 1503. 27 other veffels are fitted out for killing fea-dogs. The 
profit of this fifuery is often very precarious. The common ex- 
pence of fitting out a veffel for the whale- fithery, amounts to 10,000 
florins, or, by other accounts, to 12,500 florins. If it returns 
with only two or three whales, the employer lohes 3500 florins, 

Here we alfo meet with a minuté acconnt of the ancient fates of 
the fettlement at Surinam, and of the frequent infurrections of the ' 
Negroe flaves there; but lefs accurate and fatisfaCtory as ta the 
prefent ftate, population, and trade of that country. Cofce 
was firft planted there by one Hanfbach, a German. Its other pro- 
duce confifts in fugar, cacao, cotton, and tobacco of a quality in- 
ferier to that of Virginia. In1775, fifty four fail entered there 
from Holland, ten of them imported 2355 flaves. During the fame 
year, fixty-three fail returned from Surinam to Hoillan i, witir a 
cargo of 18 millions pound weight of coffee, 15,200,000 ponnd 
weight of fugar, 600,000 pound of cacao, and 150,000 pound of 
cotton, 

The fettlement of Berbice appears to be in a very confufed ftate: 
thofe of Demeravy and Effequebo are lightly mentioned, and thofe 
at Curaffao and St. Euttacia are entirely omittec. Berbice was io 
1724 already declining, when a company in’ Holland refolved to 
colleét a ftock of 1600 fhares, of 2000 florins each, in order to affiit’ 
that fettlement: but their defign proceeded fo flow!y that in 1774s 
no more than 94: of thefe fhares were collected ; whofe price is ac- 
cordingly now {funk to 200 florins. 

The account of the trade of Holland with the other countries of 
Europe, is very fhort; that of the decay of many Duch manufac- 
tures appears to be more complete. The trade’ with ihenith oak 
timber has ceafed, from the watte of the forefts onthe Ritne, Hol-, 
land, however, (tif j imports fome. timber fromthe Neckar. The 
once extenfive trade of the Datch in books and paper, has likewife 
been greatly hurt by the great number of paper mills ere&ted of late 
years in- France and Brabant Zaandam 1s {aid to have lolt abo ut 
one hundred faw mills within thirty vears: asa great quantity of 
timber is now imported from Norway and Sweden, in planks and 
boards ready fawed. 

“The Dutch trade in tobaceo has alfo greatly declined. Holland 
formerly manufactured fram 5 to 7000 rolls (from 350 to 409 ponnds 
weight each) of Brazil-tobacco only: that fort is now aimof un-. 
known in Holland. Its trade with France bas a dangerous rival in 
thecity of Hamburgh. Of all thecoffee, fugar, and indigoex ported 
in 1770 from Bourdeaux, three-fourths were thipped for Hamburgh, 
and one-fourth only for Holland, : 

Vol. II. The decline of the Dutch trade is by our author chiefly 
afcribed, r. To the compétition and rivaifhip of other nations, efpe- 
cially the Englift. 2. To the greatnumber and variety of taxes nt 


od 3 duties, 
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Elogi di Galileo Galilei ¢ di Bonaventura Cavalieri. Milano, 
An interefting Eulogy on two very illuftrious mathematicians, by 
their learned countryman F. Frifi. 

Noticias de la Hiftoria General de Iflas de Canaria, &c. per Dom Jofeph 
de Viera y Clavjo, Pre/bytero del mifmo Opifoado, 3 vols. Sv0. En 
Madrid. 

A minute and valuable account both of the natural and civil hif- 

tory and ftate of the Canary Iflands. , 


Voyage Pitture/que de Paris, ou Indication ‘de tout ce qu'il-y-a de plus beau 
dans cette Ville, en Peinture, Sculpture, et Archite@ure, par M. D*®e*, 
120. Paris. 

A faithful and fenfible guide for travellers who with to know and 
vifit all the various mafter-pieces of painting, ftatuary, and ar- 
chitecture actually extant in Paris. 





MONTHLY CATALOGUE. 
0 bf) 4 iC 4A. Be 
An Examination into the Condud of the prefent Adminiffration, from 








the Year 1774 to the Year 1778. And a Plan of Accommodation 


eith America. S8wo. 15.6d. Almon. 


HIS examiner, after cenfuring, in various inftances, the 
conduét of adminiftration in thé war with America, pro- 
ceeds to delineate a plan for the fettlement. of our difputes with 
the colonies. For this purpofe he ‘propofes that we fhould re- 
move our troops from every part of America, except Halifax, 
uebec, and St. Auguttine: at the fame time declaring a fuf- 
penfion of all hofiities with Britifh America, both by fea and 
Jand, and granting the inhabitants of that country a free trade 
to any part of the globe: that. the prerogative of declaring 
peace and war fhould remain in the king of Great Britain; every 
other fovereign power within America’ being vefted in the con- 
gre’s, upon the footing in which it now flands. Having men- 
tioned thefe general propofitions, the author next attempts to 
invalidate fuch objeétions as may ke made to this fcheme of 
union, which he allo reprefents as the moft advantageous to both 
countries. 


The Public Welfare: or, an infallible Method of paying off 1bF 
Naiicna Debt of Eng'and ; affording a perpetual Supply for every 
Exigenco of Government, without levying any Tax; and render- 
ing Men as happy as Riches can make thim. By M, D—z, 8ve. 
1s. 6¢. tiookham. | 
The fubje& of this pamphlet isa method of difcharging the 

national debt, which the author propofes to accomplith by 

‘opening ftate-banks in the capital cities of England, whither all 

perfons might depofit their money under. the following terms : 
* ift. That fuch individuals as chufe to put out any fums of 

money, thal] have’a tight to come upon thofe banks, for the in- 
tert of their money, only after twenty years have been fully ex- 
pired fince the day it was depofited, Pgetaggtry pore iva 
wae ‘ ad, 
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¢ 2d, That after the expiration of the twenty years, the in- 
tereft thall begin to take place, and that this intereft fliall then’ 
form an annuity of 30 per cent.” . 


Au Addrefs to the Lords of the Admiralty, on their ConduG towards 
Admiral Keppel. Svo. 1s. _Almon. 
The author of this pamphlet endeavours to refate, or rather to. 
ridicyle, fome maxims faid to have been lately advanced by lord 
Mulgrave in a great aflembly. One is, that a fpecific charge im 
writing being exhibited againft any officer.before the board of 
admiralty, the commiffioners of that board mu/f? immediately ap- 
point a court-martial for trial of the perfon accufed. Another 
is, that if any officer afk for a court-martial co juftify his own 
character, the commiflioners-mu/? not appoint one, 


A Conftitutional Packet, by a Friend to the Conftitution of Great 
Britain. 8vo. 15. Williams. 


The contents of this Packet are, an addrefs to the firft lord 
of the admiralty, and a political manifefto from the author; the 
former of which betrays a prejudiced opponent, and the latter 
an egotiftical declaimer, equally dull and frivolous. 


The School for Scandal, A Comedy, 8vo, 15,6, Bladon, 


It is fit to apprife our readers that, under the title of a new 
dramatic piece, we are here prefented with nothing more than a 
whimfical caricature of adminiftration. ? "rr 


Three Leiters from Sir John Dalrymple, Bart. to the Right Hon. 
Lord V:/count Barrington, late Secretary at War, om bis Lord- 
foip’s official Condu&. Sve, 2s. Wilkie. 


Thefe Letters relate to the condué& of lord Barrington, as {e- 
cretary at war, in refpect to the regiment of Roman Catholics 
lately raifed in Ireland, to the levying of which his lordthip is 
charged with having thrown every obftacle in his power. The 
primary caufe of the author’s refentment appears to be the injury 
thence fuftained by two of his brothers, who had been appointed 
to commiffions inthe regiment. But fir John Dalrymple places 
the behaviour of the fecretary in a different light; direAly 
imputing to him alone the lofs of the Britifh empire in 
America. 

The Letters are equally animated and farcaftic, 


Three Letters, (Fe. Bvo. 1s. Dixwell. 


In the firft of thefe letters, which is addrefied to the merchants 
and gentlemen of the Reprifal Affociation for fitting out privas 
teers, the author recommends, for the purpofe of privateering, the 


eftablifhment of affociated companies at Algiers, Tunis, Tripoli, 
-and other convenient places on the coaft of Barbary, whence we 


might greatly annoy the trade of the French and Spaniards durin 
a war with thefe powers.—The fecond letter is addreffed to the 


‘Ruffian ambaffador, and fuggefts a plan of Great Britain’s re- 


figning tg the czarina the ifland of Minorca, in confideration of 
i her 
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Elogi di Galileo Galilei ¢ di Bonaventura Cavalieri. Milano, 
An interefting Eulogy on two very illuftrious mathematicians, by 
their learned countryman F. Frifi. | 
Noticias de la Hiftoria General de Iflas de Canaria, &c, per Don Jofeph 
de Viera y Clavjo, Prefbytero del mifmo Opifoado, 3 vols. Su0. En 
Madrid. 
A minute and valuable account both of the natural and civil hif- 
tory and ftate of the Canary Iflands. | 
Voyage Pitturefque de Paris, ou Indication de tout ce qu'il-y-a de plus beau 
dans cette Ville, en Peinture, Sculpture, et Archite@ure, par M. D*®**, 
1z2mo. Paris. 


A faithful and fenfible guide for travellers who with to know and 
vifit all the various mafter-pieces of painting, ftatuary, and ar- 
chitecture actually extant in Paris. 
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An Examination into the Conduct of the prefent Adminifiration, from 
the Year 1774 to the Year 1778. And a Plan of Accommodation 
with America. 8vo. 15.64. Almon. : 


HiS examiner, after cenfuring, in various inftances, the 
condué of adminiftration in the war with America, pro- 
ceeds to delineate a plan for the fettlement. of our difputes with 
the colonies, For this purpofe he ‘propofes that we fhould re- 
move our troops from every part of America, except Halifax, 
uebec, and St. Auguttine: at the fame time declaring a fuf- 
penfion of all hofiities with Britifh America, both by fea and 
Jand, and granting the inhabitants of that country a free trade 
to any part of the globe: that. the prerogative of declaring 
peace and war fhould remain in the king of Great Britain; every 
other fovereign power within America’ being vefted in the con- 
gre(s, upon the footing in which it now flands. Having men- 
tioned thefe general propofitions, the author next attempts to 
invalidate fuch objeétions as may be made to this fcheme of 
union, which he allq reprefents as the moft advantageous to both 
countries. 


Tie Public Welfare: or, an infallible Method of paying off tht 
Naiiona Debt of Eng'and ; affording a perpetual Supply for every 
Exigence of Government, without levying any Tax; and render- 
ing Men as happy as Riches can make thim. By M, D—z, 8ve. 
1s. 62. tiookham. 

The fubje& of this pamphlet isa method of difcharging the 
national debt, which the author propofes to accomplith by 
‘opening ftate-banks in che capital cities of England, whither all 
perfons might depofit their money under the following terms : 

* iff. That fuch individuals as chafe to put out any fums of 
money, fhall have a right to come upon thofe banks, for the in- 
te ft of their money, only after twenty years have been fully ex- 
pired fince the aay it was depofited, Pg ia psc! Sota 
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* 2d, That after the expiration of the twenty years, the in- 
tereft fhall begin to take place, and that this intereft fliall then’ 
form an annuity of 30 per cent.’ 


Au Addrefs to the Lords of the Admiralty, on their ConduG towards 
Admiral Keppel. 8vo. 1s. Almon. : 
The author of this pamphlet endeavours to refate, or rather to. 
ridicyle, fome maxims faid to have been lately advanced by lord 
Mulgrave in a great aflembly. One is, that a fpecific charge im 
writing being exhibited againft any officer before the board of 
admiralty, the commiffionersof that board mu/? immediately ap- 
point a court-martial for trial of the perfon accuféd. Another 
is, that if any officer afk for a court-martial co juftify his own 
character, the commiflioners.mu/? not appoint one, 


A Conftitutional Packet, by a Friend to the Conftitution of Great 
Britain, 8vo. 4s. Williams. 


The contents of this Packet are, an addrefs to the firft lord 
of the admiralty, and a political manifefto from the author ; the 
former of which betrays a prejudiced opponent, and the latter 
an egotiftical declaimer, equally dull and frivolous. 


The School for Scandal, A Comedy, 8vo, 15, 6d, Bladon, 


It is fit to apprife our readers that, under the title of a new 
dramatic piece, we are here prefented with nothing more than a 
whimfical caricature of adminiftration. : (ug 


Three Letters from Sir John Dalrymple, Bart. to the Right Hon, 
Lord V:fcount Barrington, late Secretary at War, om bis Lord- 
Srip’s official Condu&. Sve, 2s. Wilkie. 


Thefe Letters relate to the condué of lord Barrington, as {e- 
cretary at war, in refpect to the regiment of Roman Catholics 
lately raifed in Ireland, to the levying of which his lordthip is 
charged with having thrown every objftacle in his power. The 
primary caufe of the author’s refentment appearsto be the injury 
thence fuftained by two of his brothers, who had been appointed 
to commiffions in the regiment. But fir John Dalrymple places 
the behaviour of the fecretary in a different light ; diredlly 
imputing to him alone the lofs of the Britifh empire ia 
America. 

The Letters are equally animated and farcaftic, 


Three Letters, Fe. Svo. 15. Dixwell. 
In the firft of thefe letters, which is addrefied to the merchants 


. and gentlemen of the Reprifal Affociation for fitting out privas 


teers, the author recommends, for the purpofe of privateering, the 


eftablifhment of affociated companies at Algiers, Tunis, Tripoli, 
‘and other convenient places on the coaft of Barbary, whence we 


might greatly annoy the trade of the French and Spaniards durin 
a war with thefe powers,—The fecond letter is addrefled to the 


‘Ruffian ambaffador, and fuggefts a plan of Great Britain’s re- 


figning tq the czarina the ifjand of Minorca, in confideration of 
I her 
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her affifting us with a powerful fleet and army for fubjugating 
America. By the ceffion of this ifland, and a perpetual alli- 
ance between Great Britain and Ruffia, the author endeavours to 
fhew that both thefe nations would reap confiderable advantage, 
the former in her wars with France or. Spain, and the othér in 
thofe with the 'Torks.—The third letter js addreffed-to the judges 
of the court of King’s Bench, and advifes that:felons fhould be 
obliged: to work in the coal and lead mines, inftead. of being fent 
gn board the hulk. : 


PO.EF: T F® YX, 


Pieces fele&ed from'the \talian Poets, by Agoftino Iola, Teacher 
of the Italian Language, and travflated into Englith Verfe by 
Some Gentlemen at the Univerfity. 8:00. 35. fewed. | Robfon. 


" ‘Thefe pieces:are taken from the works of Metaftafio, Petrarch, 
Taffoni, Ariofto, Taffo, and Guarini *. The editor informs 
us, that he delivered thefe, and many other pieces of Italian 
poetry to fome gentlemen of the univerfity of Cambridge, who 
undertook to tranflate them; and that he hoped to publifh a 
much larger collection ; but having not received the tranflations 
he expected, he determined to print fuch as were already fent 
him; though it gave him great concern to find, that he could 
not have the pleafure of adorning his. volume with tranflations 
from other poets of the firft character in Italy. We hhall oblige 


our readers with a cantata from Metaftafio. 


¢ Placido zeffiretto, 

Se trovi il caro oggetto, 
Digli che fei fofpiro, | 
Ma non gli dir di chi. 

Limpido rufcelletto, | 
Se mai l’incontri in lei, 
Dille che pianto fei, 
Ma non le dir qual ciglio 
Crefcer ti f€ cosi. 


Fearrunt Love. 

¢ Gentle Zephyr, as yon fly, 

If you kifs my fair-one’s ear, — 
Whifper foft that you’re a figh ;— 

But from whofe heart fhe-muft not hear, 
Limpid rill, if e’er my love 

Near thy gurgling runnel rove ; 
Murmur that from tears you rife; 

But tell her not from whofe {ad eyes.’ 


This cantata turns upon two of thefe pretty conceits, in which 

the Italian poets are peculiarly Lappy. The tranflators have ac- 

suitted themfélves with reputation ; but not one of them has 
bfcribed his name to his performance. ~ 





* The editor calls him repeatedly Guarino, but for what reafon 
Ke does not inform us ; , ao 
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win Heroic Epiftie to Sir James Wright. 4ro. 14.6d. Bew. 
The author, who is a warm admirer of lord Chatham, takes 

occafion, from a late political controverfy, to fatirize lord Bate 

and Sir James Wright; but particularly the latter, whom he 

addrefles with unceremonious: freedom, but in poetical lan- 

Buages | ; 

The Nativity of our Saviour. A Porm. By the rev. Samuel 

Hayes, M.A. 4to. 15.6¢. Dodfley. 


The thepherds attend their flocks near Bethlehem; a choir of 
angels defcend from heaven, and announce the glad tidings of 
falvation. This circumftance leads the author to confider the 
bleffings of redemption, and the gratitude’ which is due to 
heaven for thefe ineftimable favours, In the latter-part Mr. 
Hayes anfwers'this objection of the unbeliever: why did Chrift 
appear in fuch a humble ftation? —This poem is not inferior to 
the author’s former publications. 


The Sadducee, A Poem. Oocaftoned by feveral Publications, and 
particularly Difquifitions relating to Matter and Spirit, by 


Jofeph Prieftley, LZ. Di F. R. S. 1s. Fielding and 
Walker. | 


.'Phis writer, who is probably a methodift, bat certainly ne 
poet, vehemently declaims againft the impiety of Dr, Prieftley ; 
and treats him and his controverfy with Dr. Price as petulantly, 
as a certain epigrammatift treated the ** wicked Will. Whifton,” 
and his attempts to difcover the longitude. 


Party Satire fatirized, 4 Poem. 4to. 15 6d. Bladon. 


The defign of this piece is to fhew, that political fatire, like 
every other fpecies of poetry, has its juft limits; and that it 
fhould never prefume to exceed the bounds of loyalty and decency. 
This very falutary advice is communicated in that fort of rough, 
energetic ftyle, which diftinguifhes the compofitions of a tremen- 
dous bard, who has for fome time paft amufed himfelf with 
{courging John Wefley, Captain Parolles at Minden, the Scotch 
Junto, and other objects of his indignation. But whether the 
author of this piece be the fame impetuous hero, affaming an 
air of modefation, for fome private reafons, or a very different 
man, we fhall leave his readers to determine. 


An Ode to the Warlike Genius of Great Britain. Second Editions 
By W. Tatket, A.B. 410. 25. Dodfley. 


In this Ode the author purfues the following plan: he -ddreffes 
the genius of Britain, takes a retrofpective view of fome of out 
ancient warriors, particularly Edward the Black Prince, and 
Henry V. and their atchievement’ at Crefly and Agincourt; he 
then turns his eye to the feveral camps, which have been lately 
formed in different parts of the kingdom. The profpett of the 
camp at Cox-heath gives him an opportunity of faying fome 
pallant things of the duchefs of Devonfhire, as one of the de 
fcendénts of the celebrated duke of Marlborough. The view of 
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the camp .at Wilton, near Salifbury Plain, introduces” feveral 

ftanzas on‘Stonehenge and the druids.. In fpeaking of the camp 

at Winchefter; he pays a compliment:to Dr. Warton and the 

Winchefter fcholars ; from an account of the Devonthire militia 

he takes occafion to lament'the death of colonel Ackland; and, 

in the conclufion, he addreffes himfelf, in a high ftrain of pane- 
ric, to the fpirit of lord Chatham. 

Thefe are the outlines of Mr. Tafker’s performance. In his 
digreffions he has imitated the ityle and manner of Pindar; and 
though he has not the fire and fublimity of that celebrated bard, 
he has a laudable fhare of the fpirit and genius of lyric poetry. 


Verfes on the Death of Col. Ackland. With some Letters to a noble 
Lord. Particularly on the Advantages arifing from the New- 
foundland Fifvery, to Great-Britain and Ireland, 4to. 15. 624. 
Brown. | 
The fhort and frivolous effufion of a mean elegiaf ; 

accompanied with fome letters to lord North, from a flimfy 

politician. a) 

An Elegy on the Death of Samuel Foote, E/7. By Bofchereccio. 
. 4to. 15.64. Kearfly. © ; 
A lamentation, in which the province of Melpomene is 

ufurped by her fitter Thalia.—Annexed is an Ode on his majefty’s 

birth-day, the production certainly, of none of the Mules. 


= CONTROVERSIAL, 

A Free Difeuffion of the Dodtrines of Materiali/m, and Philofopbical 
Neceffity, in a Corre/pondence between Dr. Price and Dr. Prieftley. 
Svo. 65s. boards. Johnfon, ~- ~- ° 

~ As we have already given * our readers a particular account 

of the principal fubjects, difcuffed in this volume, we fhall 

content ourfelves at prefent with fome general obfervations on 
what we conceive to be the real ftate of the controverfy. | 
Dr. Prieftley is right in his general notion, that thought may’ 
be conneéted with certain fyftems of matter; and this is f{ufficient 
to conftitute fouls, without adding fubftance; an idea taken 
wholly from matter, and leading to nonfenfe, wherever it is 
ufed; but he is wrong in excluding folidity, which is no more in- 
confiftent with thinking, than extenfion, repulfion, or attraétion. 
In purfuing this notion he runs into Berkeleyifm, and main- 
tains what neither Hartley nor Michell ever dreamt of. 
Nerves, vibrations, &c. are Only iafruments of thinking: 
how this is connected with any of them, fufpended, revived, or 
reftored, is unknown. If the fame confcioufnefs be annexed to any 
parcel of matter, it is the fame being or perfon, raifed or revived : 
mens cujufque, is eft quifgue. | 
Space and duration are merely abfra@ ideas. With refpect 
to liberty, there are a thoufand different cafes, where no motive 
can be fuppofed to determine the choice, Choofing here is not 
an effet without a caufe; the power itfelf is the caufe. This 
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# See Crit. Rev. for March, ‘April, and September laf. — “ 
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muft belong to the firft caufe, and be communicable, as implying 
no contradiction, like that of communicating felf-exiftence, 

If thefe ingenious writers had read King’s Origin of Evil and 
the. Notes, they mighf perhaps have faved fome trouble both to 
_ themfelves and their readers, and have avoided repetitions. | 
_ hey. are to be commended. for their candor in conducting the 
controverfy ; but they do not feem to be {ufficieatly fenfible, 
how far the two fubjeéts are at prefent above the reach of our 
faculties. , is 

In'thefe and the like difquifitions, we fhould confine ourfelves 
to facts, allow the evidence of our fenfes, and give the hiftory of 
appearances, as Locke and Newton generally did, without at- 
tempting to difcover the caufe, the modus, or the nature of the 
thing itfelf, which adds nothing to our knowlege, and com- 
monly mifleads thé enquirer. 


er. ot mre ee 


The Converfion of Sinners the greateft Charity. Being the Subfance 
of a Sermon, preached on.the 19th of November, a¢ St. Peter’s, 
Cornhill, efore a Society for promoting Religious Knowledge 


among/i the Poor. ByH. Venn, 4.M. 8vo. 6d. Crowder, ' 


From thefe words, Pfal. cxix. 136.—* Rivers of waters * run 
from mine eyes, becaufe they keep not thy law’—the author 
takes occafion to defcribe the ignorance, the depravity, and the 
‘wretchednefs of the poor; and to recommend them to the care 
and compaffion of the fociety. é 

Among other circumftances, to which he afcribes the growth 
of infidelity, he mentions the publication of blafphemous writ- 
ings; but particularly the circulation of Voltaire’s Works, in 
fix-peany nambers. He expreéffes his indignation at fome of the 
impious tenets of this writer, and is extremely offended at him 
for faying ‘man is but.a mite, and. our world the cheefe, on 
which he lives.’ , 

Letters to.a Lady inclined to enter into the Communion of the Church 

of Rome. By William Law, M. 4. 8vo. 15. 6d. H. Payne. 

~ A pious tra&t, breathing a catholic fpirit, and conffting chiefly 
of anfwers to the lady’s queftions, refpecting her fafety in the 
church of England, the lawfulnefs of communicating with a 
{chifmatical church, the want of a fufficient authority, to which 
fhe might abfolutely refign her own thoughts and reafonings ; 
‘with other points of a private nature. 


‘An Aatidote to Popery, or the Protefant’s Memory jogged in Seafon, 

"by feveral Narratives and Fas. 12mo. 34. Mathews. 
This publication contains an account of the perfecutions of 

. the proteftants in the reigns of Heary VIII. and queen Mary; 





42 955 pelagi, rivi. This metaphor is.common in other Jan- 
- guages. Lachrymarum rivys, Ovid. Un torrent de larmes. Fenel. 
,Zelem. A flood of tears. : 
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the Romifh perfecutions in'Ireland ; the popith treafons. and con- 
{piracies ‘in England ; the perfecutions in France, in 1562 and 
15723 five letters on fome 0 exhibitions at Lifbon 
{written by G. Whitefield, and pyblithed:in 1755] and a lift of 
the moft -material-errors: of the church of Rome. 
- ‘Whitefield’s defcription -of the:ridienlous-exhibitions at-Lifbon 
ds the beft part of this publication. ‘The preceding narratives 
are fhort and-fuperficial ; and ‘difeover the ufual ferocity and in- 
humanity of mankind in former times, rather than the genius 
and fpirit of popery in the prefent age, , : 
% M E D"*I-C A L. lee 
Au Effay,on,the Confequences attending injudicious Bleeding in. Preg- 
many. By eee Wallis, M. Pa 1s..64. * Bell. “4 
As the advantage or detriment of: blood-letting muft \be-en- 
tirely relative to the deficiency or fuperabundanee of the vital fluid, 
the effects.of that operation will vary in different conftitutions; 
and hence ‘it-never can be indifcriminately and fafely ufed in all 
cafes, for alleviating the a ‘of pregnant women. This 


ptinciple the author enforces by phyfiglopical-arguments, which 


‘he places in'a clear light. 


A Treatife on the Malignant dugina or Putrid and Ulcerous Sore- 
' Throat. To which are added, fome Remarks onthe Angina 
Trachealis. By J. Johnftone, M.D. 8vo. 15. 6¢., Becket. 


The principal part of this treatife,.we are informed, was 
-pudlithed -five-years ago, as an inaugural differtation, .at-Edin- 
-burgh. It,contains.a fuccicé& review -of what has been written 
on themalignantiangina, and the angina trachealis, accompanied 
with pertineat-remarks, .and, ufeful practical obfervations, 

MISC ELLANEOWOUS. | 
The Panegyric of Voltaire, written by the King of Pruftia, and 
read at an extraordinary Meeting of the Academy of Sciences and 

Belles Letters at-Berlin, 26t6 November, 1778. 8v0. 15.60. 

Murray. - 9 +>. 

‘Weare: tald:by the tranflator.of the:king. of Praffia’s perform- 
vance, that it-was-compofed by:his-majefty after hechad -begun to 
withdraw his troops:from. Silefia, and before he returned to take 

up his winter quarters in that:country. The piece, therefore, 
-is not only semarkable.in being the panegyric of .a poet written 
by a prince, but is further.difiinguithed:by being written by: that 
prince amidft the cares, the fatigues, and the difappointments. of 
the field. ‘Fhe king at the fame time that he writes the eulogium 
of Voltaire, gives a fhort analyfis and criticifm of the various 
performances of this celebrated writer: fo that his -panegyric 
‘will afford an agreeable fupplement to-thofe who are poffefied of 
“Voltaire’s works, -as-it-contains-an-account of them-by qne who 
“has ‘long made their-fiady one -principal objeét.of his literary 
‘purfuits. Befides thefe circumftances, what-cannot'fail to render 
this little work interefting, it prefents us with feveral curious 
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anecdotes concerning the-writings, the life, and death of Vol: 

taire; which are wo where elfe related, and which nobody who 

was Jefs concerned than the king of Prufiia in whatever befel the 
philofopher of Ferney, could be fo exactly informed of. 

The Englith tranflation of this piece does juftice to the French 
original, preferving the fenfe, and maintaining the fpirit un» 
impaired, = ! 

Cafe of William Brereton, E/y. late ‘Commander of bis Majefty’s 
a Ship Duke. se, 39.6. Obie. “"y 
We cannot ‘perufe the Cafe of this naval gentleman withoat 

feeling ‘thofe emotions of fympathy, which naturally arife in 

every ‘humane breaft, when the charaéter‘and fortune of any 
perfon have fuffered from apparent feverity. We are in- 
formed that captain Brereton, who commanded the Duke man 
of war in the engagement off Ufhant on the 27th of July 
aft, behaved in fuch a ‘manner as procured him the appro- 
bation-of admiral Keppel; and after the above mentioned aétion, 
the-fame mutual intercourfe, ‘as formerly, ‘fabfifted between him 
and the other captains of the fleet. ‘On the “24th of Aupuft, 

however, ‘two-days after the fleet had failed ‘from’ Plymouth on a 

fecond ‘cruize, he was ‘mformed by captain Walfingham, who 

purpofely came on board the Duke, that while the fleet. was at 

‘Plymouth, unfavourable reports had beencirculated of his ‘be- 


' haviour in the time of the ‘engagement. ‘Anxious to vindicate 


his reputation ‘by fuch means as the fituation of the fleet would 
admit, he requefted of admiral Keppel, ‘that an enquiry fhauld 
be made into his*condu&. -A court of enquiry was accordingly 
appointed, which, ‘as we learn ‘from this publication, not re- 
training itfelf-within the limits prefcribed by law, proceeded to 
exercife the prerogative of a court-martial, and not only con- 
demned him upon vague and contradictory evidence, but deprived 
him of his command. The cafe is drawn up with precifion as 
well as force of argument, and merits attention. 


An Introdufion to Englith Grammar. By Jothua Story. 
No Price. WNewcaftle. Charnley.azd Atkinfon. 

Dr. Lowth’s incomparable Introduction to Englith Grammar 

has prodaced a moltitude of imitations. Mr. Story’s is one of 
the beit we have feen. His examples of impropriety of expreffion, 


which are very numerous, are thrown into the latter part, to be 
_yectified by a reference to the.preceding rules. 


Euterpe; or, Remarks-on the Ufe-and Abufe of Mufic, as'a:Part of 
moacrn Education, 4to. 15. 6d. Dodfley. 

It is univerfally acknowledged, that :mufic has a powerful 
-effect.on the human: paffions; that it ‘is able to foothe.the mind, 
sin its greateit perturbations ; to infpire it with ferenity and joy ; 
sand to-elevate the foul to‘heaven. Timotheus,:when he touched 

his lyre, made Alexander ftart impetuoufly from ‘his feat, and 
fnatch his armour *, A modern matter of the chord is faid to 


L2m0. 





* Nam, concinente. Timotheo, ‘velut furens ad arma profiluit 
Alexander, Rhodig. Lect, Antiq. ix. 


have 
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have driven Eric, king of Denmark, to rage, and to have madé 


him kill his faithfal and favoorite fervants, Nieuwentyt relates; 
that an Italian, -by his:various modulations, could caufe diftrac- 
tion and.madnefs. “Nay, we are told; ‘that a famous old mufi- 
cian Could tame lions and tygers; ceuld foften the rocks ; ‘could 
ftap the courfe of rivers, could detain the tapid winds, and lead 
the-oaks and elms into a country dancex—Such being the efficacy 
of mufic, the author.of this\eflay endeayours to fhew, that, when 
it is under proper regulations, directed by tafte and judgement, 
jt may, be. applied: to, the nobleft purpofes ; may...be .made 
an elegant and ufeful part of education; may be the means of 
improving the heart, and alluring it. to. the love of moral har- 


‘mony, virtue, and religion. But he obferves, ¢ that if finging 


as any power over the foul, it muft arife from its affifting fenti- 
mental expreffion; that if mufic be too complicated, the fenfe 
is. confounded, and the effeét deftroyed ; in a. word, that the 
true pathetic 1s. only to be found in fimplicity. Whatever may be 
the ftate of mufic in the prefent age, thoufands who frequent 
operas, Oratorios, and concerts, are nag better judges of mufic, 
than the rural. audience which attended old Orphevs. Our 


‘author therefore, without doubt, has fome reafon, when he ex- 


claimis in thefe. terms: ‘ How great the degeneracy of thofe 
‘times, when the unthinking daughters of diffipation turned with 
a tearlefs eye from the fweet perfuafion of a Sheridan, and a 
Harrop; and the relentlefs fons of folly lent but a carelefs ear to 
the unrivalled excellence of a Fifcher, and a Lamotte’! ) 

_. The author of this effay, who feems to be-a young writer, 
has fhewn an excellent, tafte for the’true principles of harmony, 
and a laudable zeal for the honour and improvement of his 
favorite art. | 


An Effay on Human Nature. Y2mo. No Price. Carliflle. For 
sig , + the Author. « 

In this effay’the author endeavours to fhew, that there are 

cerfain-iiatural impulfes, feelings,’ faculties, or fentiments, im- 

reffed upon all beings, ‘whether inanimate, animal, or human : 

—fuch as that of attration and gravitation common to inahimate 


‘bodies that of -hunger, felf-prefervation, dnd propagation, 


.cOmmMON: to’ animals and men; the approbation of our ‘fpecies, 


the difcernment of the agreement’ and difagreement between 


our ideas, words and ‘actions, and refle&tion with its concomitant 
reafon,. common ‘only to men;--and that in a-conformity to 
thefe laws, peculiar. to each particular f{pecies of beings, confift 
the regularity and juft: order of the inanimate bodies in the folar 
fyftem, the proper purfuits of the animal, and the proper cén- 
duét of the human {pecies, each tending to the perfection of their 


-refpeétive nature. ‘The’ author propofes his fentiments with 


modefiy and perfpicuity. 
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